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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT

Section 210 of title II of Pub. L. 94-88 provided that:
“The amendments made by this title [amending this
section and sections 602, 603, and 655 of this title and
enacting provisions set out as notes under sections 602
and 655 of this title] shall, unless otherwise specified
therein, become effective August 1, 1975.”

EXCEPTION TO GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR STATE
PLANS REQUIRING STATE LAW AMENDMENTS

Pub. L. 109-171, title VII, §7311, Feb. 8, 2006, 120 Stat.
148, provided that: “In the case of a State plan under
part D of title IV of the Social Security Act [this part]
which the Secretary determines requires State legisla-
tion in order for the plan to meet the additional re-
quirements imposed by the amendments made by this
subtitle [subtitle C (§§7301-7311) of title VII of Pub. L.
109-171, amending this section, sections 608, 652, 653, 655,
657, 664, and 666 of this title, section 6402 of Title 26, In-
ternal Revenue Code, and provisions set out as a note
under section 1169 of Title 29, Labor], the effective date
of the amendments imposing the additional require-
ments shall be 3 months after the first day of the first
calendar quarter beginning after the close of the first
regular session of the State legislature that begins
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 8,
2006]. For purposes of the preceding sentence, in the
case of a State that has a 2-year legislative session,
each year of the session shall be considered to be a sep-
arate regular session of the State legislature.”

STATE COMMISSIONS ON CHILD SUPPORT

Section 15 of Pub. L. 98-378 provided that:

‘“(a) As a condition of the State’s eligibility for Fed-
eral payments under part A or D of title IV of the So-
cial Security Act [part A of this subchapter or this
part] for quarters beginning more than 30 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act [Aug. 16, 1984] and
ending prior to October 1, 1985, the Governor of each
State, on or before December 1, 1984, shall (subject to
subsection (f)) appoint a State Commission on Child
Support.

‘““(b) Each State Commission appointed under sub-
section (a) shall be composed of members appropriately
representing all aspects of the child support system, in-
cluding custodial and non-custodial parents, the agency
or organizational unit administering the State’s plan
under part D of such title IV [this part], the State judi-
ciary, the executive and legislative branches of the
State government, child welfare and social services
agencies, and others.

‘“(c) It shall be the function of each State Commis-
sion to examine, investigate, and study the operation
of the State’s child support system for the primary pur-
pose of determining the extent to which such system
has been successful in securing support and parental in-
volvement both for children who are eligible for aid
under a State plan approved under part A of title IV of
such Act [part A of this subchapter] and for children
who are not eligible for such aid, giving particular at-
tention to such specific problems (among others) as vis-
itation, the establishment of appropriate objective
standards for support, the enforcement of interstate ob-
ligations, the availability, cost, and effectiveness of
services both to children who are eligible for such aid
and to children who are not, and the need for additional
State or Federal legislation to obtain support for all
children.

“(d) Each State Commission shall submit to the Gov-
ernor of the State and make available to the public, no
later than October 1, 1985, a full and complete report of
its findings and recommendations resulting from the
examination, investigation, and study under this sec-
tion. The Governor shall transmit such report to the
Secretary of Health and Human Services along with the
Governor’s comments thereon.

‘“(e) None of the costs incurred in the establishment
and operation of a State Commission under this sec-
tion, or incurred by such a Commission in carrying out
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its functions under subsections (c) and (d), shall be con-
sidered as expenditures qualifying for Federal pay-
ments under part A or D of title IV of the Social Secu-
rity Act [part A of this subchapter or this part] or be
otherwise payable or reimbursable by the United States
or any agency thereof.

“(f) If the Secretary determines, at the request of any
State on the basis of information submitted by the
State and such other information as may be available
to the Secretary, that such State—

‘(1) has placed in effect and is implementing objec-
tive standards for the determination and enforcement
of child support obligations,

‘“(2) has established within the five years prior to
the enactment of this Act [Aug. 16, 1984] a commis-
sion or council with substantially the same functions
as the State Commissions provided for under this sec-
tion, or

‘(3) is making satisfactory progress toward fully ef-
fective child support enforcement and will continue
to do so,

then such State shall not be required to establish a
State Commission under this section and the preceding
provisions of this section shall not apply.”

DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE IN CASES REQUIRING STATE
LEGISLATION

Section 176 of Pub. L. 97-248 provided that: ‘“‘In the
case of a State with respect to which the Secretary of
Health and Human Services has determined that State
legislation is required in order to conform the State
plan approved under part D of title IV of the Social Se-
curity Act [this part] to the requirements imposed by
any amendment made by this subtitle [subtitle E
(§§171-176) of title I of Pub. L. 97-248, see Tables for
classification], the State plan shall not be regarded as
failing to comply with the requirements of such part
solely by reason of its failure to meet the requirements
imposed by such amendment prior to the end of the
first session of the State legislature which begins after
October 1, 1982, or which began prior to October 1, 1982,
and remained in session for at least twenty-five cal-
endar days after such date. For purposes of the preced-
ing sentence, the term ‘session’ means a regular, spe-
cial, budget, or other session of a State legislature.”

§ 654a. Automated data processing
(a) In general

In order for a State to meet the requirements
of this section, the State agency administering
the State program under this part shall have in
operation a single statewide automated data
processing and information retrieval system
which has the capability to perform the tasks
specified in this section with the frequency and
in the manner required by or under this part.

(b) Program management

The automated system required by this sec-
tion shall perform such functions as the Sec-
retary may specify relating to management of
the State program under this part, including—

(1) controlling and accounting for use of
Federal, State, and local funds in carrying out
the program; and

(2) maintaining the data necessary to meet

Federal reporting requirements under this

part on a timely basis.

(c) Calculation of performance indicators

In order to enable the Secretary to determine
the incentive payments and penalty adjust-
ments required by sections 652(g) and 658a of this
title, the State agency shall—

(1) use the automated system—
(A) to maintain the requisite data on State
performance with respect to paternity estab-
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lishment and child support enforcement in
the State; and

(B) to calculate the paternity establish-
ment percentage for the State for each fiscal
year; and

(2) have in place systems controls to ensure
the completeness and reliability of, and ready
access to, the data described in paragraph
(1)(A), and the accuracy of the calculations de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(B).

(d) Information integrity and security

The State agency shall have in effect safe-
guards on the integrity, accuracy, and complete-
ness of, access to, and use of data in the auto-
mated system required by this section, which
shall include the following (in addition to such
other safeguards as the Secretary may specify in
regulations):

(1) Policies restricting access

Written policies concerning access to data
by State agency personnel, and sharing of data
with other persons, which—

(A) permit access to and use of data only
to the extent necessary to carry out the
State program under this part; and

(B) specify the data which may be used for
particular program purposes, and the person-
nel permitted access to such data.

(2) Systems controls

Systems controls (such as passwords or
blocking of fields) to ensure strict adherence
to the policies described in paragraph (1).

(3) Monitoring of access

Routine monitoring of access to and use of
the automated system, through methods such
as audit trails and feedback mechanisms, to
guard against and promptly identify unauthor-
ized access or use.

(4) Training and information

Procedures to ensure that all personnel (in-
cluding State and local agency staff and con-
tractors) who may have access to or be re-
quired to use confidential program data are in-
formed of applicable requirements and pen-
alties (including those in section 6103 of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986), and are ade-
quately trained in security procedures.

(5) Penalties

Administrative penalties (up to and includ-
ing dismissal from employment) for unauthor-
ized access to, or disclosure or use of, con-
fidential data.

(e) State case registry
(1) Contents

The automated system required by this sec-
tion shall include a registry (which shall be
known as the ‘‘State case registry’’) that con-
tains records with respect to—

(A) each case in which services are being
provided by the State agency under the
State plan approved under this part; and

(B) each support order established or modi-
fied in the State on or after October 1, 1998.

(2) Linking of local registries

The State case registry may be established
by linking local case registries of support or-
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ders through an automated information net-
work, subject to this section.

(3) Use of standardized data elements

Such records shall use standardized data ele-
ments for both parents (such as names, social
security numbers and other uniform identi-
fication numbers, dates of birth, and case
identification numbers), and contain such
other information (such as on case status) as
the Secretary may require.

(4) Payment records

Each case record in the State case registry
with respect to which services are being pro-
vided under the State plan approved under this
part and with respect to which a support order
has been established shall include a record of—

(A) the amount of monthly (or other peri-
odic) support owed under the order, and
other amounts (including arrearages, inter-
est or late payment penalties, and fees) due
or overdue under the order;

(B) any amount described in subparagraph
(A) that has been collected;

(C) the distribution of such collected
amounts;

(D) the birth date and, beginning not later
than October 1, 1999, the social security
number, of any child for whom the order re-
quires the provision of support; and

(E) the amount of any lien imposed with
respect to the order pursuant to section
666(a)(4) of this title.

(5) Updating and monitoring

The State agency operating the automated
system required by this section shall promptly
establish and update, maintain, and regularly
monitor, case records in the State case reg-
istry with respect to which services are being
provided under the State plan approved under
this part, on the basis of—

(A) information on administrative actions
and administrative and judicial proceedings
and orders relating to paternity and support;

(B) information obtained from comparison
with Federal, State, or local sources of in-
formation;

(C) information on support collections and
distributions; and

(D) any other relevant information.

(f) Information comparisons and other disclo-
sures of information

The State shall use the automated system re-
quired by this section to extract information
from (at such times, and in such standardized
format or formats, as may be required by the
Secretary), to share and compare information
with, and to receive information from, other
data bases and information comparison services,
in order to obtain (or provide) information nec-
essary to enable the State agency (or the Sec-
retary or other State or Federal agencies) to
carry out this part, subject to section 6103 of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986. Such information
comparison activities shall include the follow-
ing:

(1) Federal Case Registry of Child Support Or-

ders

Furnishing to the Federal Case Registry of
Child Support Orders established under sec-
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tion 653(h) of this title (and update as nec-
essary, with information including notice of
expiration of orders) the minimum amount of
information on child support cases recorded in
the State case registry that is necessary to op-
erate the registry (as specified by the Sec-
retary in regulations).

(2) Federal Parent Locator Service

Exchanging information with the Federal
Parent Locator Service for the purposes speci-
fied in section 653 of this title.

(3) Temporary family assistance and medicaid
agencies

Exchanging information with State agencies
(of the State and of other States) administer-
ing programs funded under part A of this sub-
chapter, programs operated under a State plan
approved under subchapter XIX of this chap-
ter, and other programs designated by the Sec-
retary, as necessary to perform State agency
responsibilities under this part and under such
programs.

(4) Intrastate and interstate information com-
parisons

Exchanging information with other agencies
of the State, agencies of other States, and
interstate information networks, as necessary
and appropriate to carry out (or assist other
States to carry out) the purposes of this part.
(5) Private industry councils receiving welfare-

to-work grants

Disclosing to a private industry council (as
defined in section 603(a)(5)(D)(ii) of this title)
to which funds are provided under section
603(a)(5) of this title the names, addresses,
telephone numbers, and identifying case num-
ber information in the State program funded
under part A of this subchapter, of noncusto-
dial parents residing in the service delivery
area of the private industry council, for the
purpose of identifying and contacting non-
custodial parents regarding participation in
the program under section 603(a)(5) of this
title.

(g) Collection and distribution of support pay-
ments

(1) In general

The State shall use the automated system
required by this section, to the maximum ex-
tent feasible, to assist and facilitate the col-
lection and disbursement of support payments
through the State disbursement unit operated
under section 654b of this title, through the
performance of functions, including, at a mini-
mum—

(A) transmission of orders and notices to
employers (and other debtors) for the with-
holding of income—

(i) within 2 business days after receipt of
notice of, and the income source subject
to, such withholding from a court, another
State, an employer, the Federal Parent
Locator Service, or another source recog-
nized by the State; and

(ii) using uniform formats prescribed by
the Secretary;

(B) ongoing monitoring to promptly iden-
tify failures to make timely payment of sup-
port; and
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(C) automatic use of enforcement proce-
dures (including procedures authorized pur-
suant to section 666(c) of this title) if pay-
ments are not timely made.

(2) “Business day” defined

As used in paragraph (1), the term ‘‘business
day’’ means a day on which State offices are
open for regular business.

(h) Expedited administrative procedures

The automated system required by this sec-
tion shall be used, to the maximum extent fea-
sible, to implement the expedited administra-
tive procedures required by section 666(c) of this
title.

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, §454A, as added
and amended Pub. L. 104-193, title III, §§311,
312(c), 325(b), 344(a)(2), Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat.
2205, 2208, 2226, 2235, Pub. L. 105-34, title X,
§1090(a)(1), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 961; Pub. L.
106-113, div. B, §1000(a)(4) [title VIII, §805(a)(1)],
Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 15601 A-285.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Internal Revenue Code of 1986, referred to in sub-
secs. (d)(4) and (f), is classified generally to Title 26, In-
ternal Revenue Code.

AMENDMENTS

1999—Subsec. (f)(5). Pub. L. 106-113 added par. (5).

1997—Subsec. (e)(4)(D). Pub. L. 105-34 substituted ‘“‘the
birth date and, beginning not later than October 1, 1999,
the social security number, of any child”’ for ‘‘the birth
date of any child”.

1996—Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 104-193, §311, added sub-
secs. (e) and (f).

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 104-193, §312(c), added subsec. (g).

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 104-193, §325(b), added subsec. (h).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 105-34 effective Oct. 1, 1998,
see section 1090(a)(4) of Pub. L. 105-34, set out as a note
under section 653 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Amendment by section 312(c) of Pub. L. 104-193 effec-
tive Oct. 1, 1998, with limited exception for States
which, as of Aug. 22, 1996, were processing the receipt of
child support payments through local courts, see sec-
tion 312(d) of Pub. L. 104-193, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 654b of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

For provisions relating to effective date of title III of
Pub. L. 104-193, see section 395(a)-(c) of Pub. L. 104-193,
set out as an Effective Date of 1996 Amendment note
under section 654 of this title.

REGULATIONS

Section 344(a)(3) of Pub. L. 104-193 provided that:
‘““The Secretary of Health and Human Services shall
prescribe final regulations for implementation of sec-
tion 454A of the Social Security Act [this section] not
later than 2 years after the date of the enactment of
this Act [Aug. 22, 1996].”

§654b. Collection and disbursement of support
payments
(a) State disbursement unit
(1) In general

In order for a State to meet the require-
ments of this section, the State agency must
establish and operate a unit (which shall be
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