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(1) Qualified empowerment zone 

The term ‘‘qualified empowerment zone’’ 
means, with respect to a State, an area— 

(A) which has been designated (other than 
by the Secretary of the Interior) as an em-
powerment zone under part I of subchapter U 
of chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986; 

(B) with respect to which the designation 
is in effect; 

(C) the strategic plan for which is a quali-
fied plan; and 

(D) part or all of which is in the State. 

(2) Qualified enterprise community 

The term ‘‘qualified enterprise community’’ 
means, with respect to a State, an area— 

(A) which has been designated (other than 
by the Secretary of the Interior) as an enter-
prise community under part I of subchapter 
U of chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986; 

(B) with respect to which the designation 
is in effect; 

(C) the strategic plan for which is a quali-
fied plan; and 

(D) part or all of which is in the State. 

(3) Strategic plan 

The term ‘‘strategic plan’’ means, with re-
spect to an area, the plan contained in the ap-
plication for designation of the area under 
part I of subchapter U of chapter 1 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986. 

(4) Qualified plan 

The term ‘‘qualified plan’’ means, with re-
spect to an area, a plan that— 

(A) includes a detailed description of the 
activities proposed for the area that are to 
be funded with amounts provided under this 
section; 

(B) contains a commitment that the 
amounts provided under this section to any 
State for the area will not be used to sup-
plant Federal or non-Federal funds for serv-
ices and activities which promote the pur-
poses of this section; 

(C) was developed in cooperation with the 
local government or governments with juris-
diction over the area; and 

(D) to the extent that any State will not 
use the amounts provided under this section 
for the area in the manner described in sub-
section (b) of this section, explains the rea-
sons why not. 

(5) Rural area 

The term ‘‘rural area’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1393(a)(2) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986. 

(6) Urban area 

The term ‘‘urban area’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1393(a)(3) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XX, § 2007, as added 
Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13761, Aug. 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 664; amended Pub. L. 103–432, title II, § 263, 
Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4467.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Internal Revenue Code of 1986, referred to in sub-
secs. (a)(3), (d)(1), and (f), is classified generally to Title 
26, Internal Revenue Code. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 1397f, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title 
XX, § 2007, as added Aug. 13, 1981, Pub. L. 97–35, title 
XXIII, § 2352(a), 95 Stat. 871, related to child day care 
services, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–514, title XVIII, 
§ 1883(e)(2), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2919. 

Another prior section 1397f, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 
title XX, § 2008, formerly § 2007, as added Jan. 4, 1975, 
Pub. L. 93–647, § 2, 88 Stat. 2348; renumbered § 2008, Jan. 
2, 1980, Pub. L. 96–178, § 4(b), 93 Stat. 1296, defined ‘‘State 
supplementary payment’’ and ‘‘State’’, prior to the 
general revision of this subchapter by section 2352(a) of 
Pub. L. 97–35. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 103–432 added subsec. (e) 
and redesignated former subsec. (e) as (f). 

§ 1397g. Demonstration projects to address 
health professions workforce needs 

(a) Demonstration projects to provide low-in-
come individuals with opportunities for edu-
cation, training, and career advancement to 
address health professions workforce needs 

(1) Authority to award grants 

The Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Labor, shall award grants to eligible 
entities to conduct demonstration projects 
that are designed to provide eligible individ-
uals with the opportunity to obtain education 
and training for occupations in the health care 
field that pay well and are expected to either 
experience labor shortages or be in high de-
mand. 

(2) Requirements 

(A) Aid and supportive services 

(i) In general 

A demonstration project conducted by 
an eligible entity awarded a grant under 
this section shall, if appropriate, provide 
eligible individuals participating in the 
project with financial aid, child care, case 
management, and other supportive serv-
ices. 

(ii) Treatment 

Any aid, services, or incentives provided 
to an eligible beneficiary participating in 
a demonstration project under this section 
shall not be considered income, and shall 
not be taken into account for purposes of 
determining the individual’s eligibility 
for, or amount of, benefits under any 
means-tested program. 

(B) Consultation and coordination 

An eligible entity applying for a grant to 
carry out a demonstration project under this 
section shall demonstrate in the application 
that the entity has consulted with the State 
agency responsible for administering the 
State TANF program, the local workforce 
investment board in the area in which the 
project is to be conducted (unless the appli-
cant is such board), the State workforce in-
vestment board established under section 
2821 of title 29, and the State Apprenticeship 
Agency recognized under the Act of August 
16, 1937 (commonly known as the ‘‘National 
Apprenticeship Act’’) [29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.] 
(or if no agency has been recognized in the 



Page 3637 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 1397g 

1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘an’’. 

State, the Office of Apprenticeship of the 
Department of Labor) and that the project 
will be carried out in coordination with such 
entities. 

(C) Assurance of opportunities for Indian 
populations 

The Secretary shall award at least 3 grants 
under this subsection to an eligible entity 
that is an Indian tribe, tribal organization, 
or Tribal College or University. 

(3) Reports and evaluation 

(A) Eligible entities 

An eligible entity awarded a grant to con-
duct a demonstration project under this sub-
section shall submit interim reports to the 
Secretary on the activities carried out under 
the project and a final report on such activi-
ties upon the conclusion of the entities’ par-
ticipation in the project. Such reports shall 
include assessments of the effectiveness of 
such activities with respect to improving 
outcomes for the eligible individuals partici-
pating in the project and with respect to ad-
dressing health professions workforce needs 
in the areas in which the project is con-
ducted. 

(B) Evaluation 

The Secretary shall, by grant, contract, or 
interagency agreement, evaluate the dem-
onstration projects conducted under this 
subsection. Such evaluation shall include 
identification of successful activities for cre-
ating opportunities for developing and sus-
taining, particularly with respect to low-in-
come individuals and other entry-level 
workers, a health professions workforce that 
has accessible entry points, that meets high 
standards for education, training, certifi-
cation, and professional development, and 
that provides increased wages and affordable 
benefits, including health care coverage, 
that are responsive to the workforce’s needs. 

(C) Report to Congress 

The Secretary shall submit interim re-
ports and, based on the evaluation conducted 
under subparagraph (B), a final report to 
Congress on the demonstration projects con-
ducted under this subsection. 

(4) Definitions 

In this subsection: 

(A) Eligible entity 

The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means a State, 
an Indian tribe or tribal organization, an in-
stitution of higher education, a local work-
force investment board established under 
section 2832 of title 29, a sponsor of an ap-
prenticeship program registered under the 
National Apprenticeship Act [29 U.S.C. 50 et 
seq.] or a community-based organization. 

(B) Eligible individual 

(i) In general 

The term ‘‘eligible individual’’ means a 1 
individual receiving assistance under the 
State TANF program. 

(ii) Other low-income individuals 

Such term may include other low-in-
come individuals described by the eligible 
entity in its application for a grant under 
this section. 

(C) Indian tribe; tribal organization 

The terms ‘‘Indian tribe’’ and ‘‘tribal orga-
nization’’ have the meaning given such 
terms in section 450b of title 25. 

(D) Institution of higher education 

The term ‘‘institution of higher edu-
cation’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 1001 of title 20. 

(E) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ means each of the 50 
States, the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the United 
States Virgin Islands, Guam, and American 
Samoa. 

(F) State TANF program 

The term ‘‘State TANF program’’ means 
the temporary assistance for needy families 
program funded under part A of subchapter 
IV. 

(G) Tribal College or University 

The term ‘‘Tribal College or University’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
1059c(b)of title 20. 

(b) Demonstration project to develop training 
and certification programs for personal or 
home care aides 

(1) Authority to award grants 

Not later than 18 months after March 23, 
2010, the Secretary shall award grants to eligi-
ble entities that are States to conduct dem-
onstration projects for purposes of developing 
core training competencies and certification 
programs for personal or home care aides. The 
Secretary shall— 

(A) evaluate the efficacy of the core train-
ing competencies described in paragraph 
(3)(A) for newly hired personal or home care 
aides and the methods used by States to im-
plement such core training competencies in 
accordance with the issues specified in para-
graph (3)(B); and 

(B) ensure that the number of hours of 
training provided by States under the dem-
onstration project with respect to such core 
training competencies are not less than the 
number of hours of training required under 
any applicable State or Federal law or regu-
lation. 

(2) Duration 

A demonstration project shall be conducted 
under this subsection for not less than 3 years. 

(3) Core training competencies for personal or 
home care aides 

(A) In general 

The core training competencies for per-
sonal or home care aides described in this 
subparagraph include competencies with re-
spect to the following areas: 

(i) The role of the personal or home care 
aide (including differences between a per-
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sonal or home care aide employed by an 
agency and a personal or home care aide 
employed directly by the health care con-
sumer or an independent provider). 

(ii) Consumer rights, ethics, and con-
fidentiality (including the role of proxy de-
cision-makers in the case where a health 
care consumer has impaired decision-mak-
ing capacity). 

(iii) Communication, cultural and lin-
guistic competence and sensitivity, prob-
lem solving, behavior management, and re-
lationship skills. 

(iv) Personal care skills. 
(v) Health care support. 
(vi) Nutritional support. 
(vii) Infection control. 
(viii) Safety and emergency training. 
(ix) Training specific to an individual 

consumer’s needs (including older individ-
uals, younger individuals with disabilities, 
individuals with developmental disabil-
ities, individuals with dementia, and indi-
viduals with mental and behavioral health 
needs). 

(x) Self-Care. 

(B) Implementation 

The implementation issues specified in 
this subparagraph include the following: 

(i) The length of the training. 
(ii) The appropriate trainer to student 

ratio. 
(iii) The amount of instruction time 

spent in the classroom as compared to on- 
site in the home or a facility. 

(iv) Trainer qualifications. 
(v) Content for a ‘‘hands-on’’ and written 

certification exam. 
(vi) Continuing education requirements. 

(4) Application and selection criteria 

(A) In general 

(i) Number of States 

The Secretary shall enter into agree-
ments with not more than 6 States to con-
duct demonstration projects under this 
subsection. 

(ii) Requirements for States 

An agreement entered into under clause 
(i) shall require that a participating 
State— 

(I) implement the core training com-
petencies described in paragraph (3)(A); 
and 

(II) develop written materials and pro-
tocols for such core training com-
petencies, including the development of 
a certification test for personal or home 
care aides who have completed such 
training competencies. 

(iii) Consultation and collaboration with 
community and vocational colleges 

The Secretary shall encourage partici-
pating States to consult with community 
and vocational colleges regarding the de-
velopment of curricula to implement the 
project with respect to activities, as appli-
cable, which may include consideration of 
such colleges as partners in such imple-
mentation. 

(B) Application and eligibility 

A State seeking to participate in the 
project shall— 

(i) submit an application to the Sec-
retary containing such information and at 
such time as the Secretary may specify; 

(ii) meet the selection criteria estab-
lished under subparagraph (C); and 

(iii) meet such additional criteria as the 
Secretary may specify. 

(C) Selection criteria 

In selecting States to participate in the 
program, the Secretary shall establish cri-
teria to ensure (if applicable with respect to 
the activities involved)— 

(i) geographic and demographic diver-
sity; 

(ii) that participating States offer medi-
cal assistance for personal care services 
under the State Medicaid plan; 

(iii) that the existing training standards 
for personal or home care aides in each 
participating State— 

(I) are different from such standards in 
the other participating States; and 

(II) are different from the core training 
competencies described in paragraph 
(3)(A); 

(iv) that participating States do not re-
duce the number of hours of training re-
quired under applicable State law or regu-
lation after being selected to participate 
in the project; and 

(v) that participating States recruit a 
minimum number of eligible health and 
long-term care providers to participate in 
the project. 

(D) Technical assistance 

The Secretary shall provide technical as-
sistance to States in developing written ma-
terials and protocols for such core training 
competencies. 

(5) Evaluation and report 

(A) Evaluation 

The Secretary shall develop an experi-
mental or control group testing protocol in 
consultation with an independent evaluation 
contractor selected by the Secretary. Such 
contractor shall evaluate— 

(i) the impact of core training com-
petencies described in paragraph (3)(A), in-
cluding curricula developed to implement 
such core training competencies, for per-
sonal or home care aides within each par-
ticipating State on job satisfaction, mas-
tery of job skills, beneficiary and family 
caregiver satisfaction with services, and 
additional measures determined by the 
Secretary in consultation with the expert 
panel; 

(ii) the impact of providing such core 
training competencies on the existing 
training infrastructure and resources of 
States; and 

(iii) whether a minimum number of 
hours of initial training should be required 
for personal or home care aides and, if so, 
what minimum number of hours should be 
required. 



Page 3639 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 1397h 

2 So in original. 

(B) Reports 

(i) Report on initial implementation 

Not later than 2 years after March 23, 
2010, the Secretary shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the initial implementa-
tion of activities conducted under the 
demonstration project, including any 
available results of the evaluation con-
ducted under subparagraph (A) with re-
spect to such activities, together with 
such recommendations for legislation or 
administrative action as the Secretary de-
termines appropriate. 

(ii) Final report 

Not later than 1 year after the comple-
tion of the demonstration project, the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report 
containing the results of the evaluation 
conducted under subparagraph (A), to-
gether with such recommendations for leg-
islation or administrative action as the 
Secretary determines appropriate. 

(6) Definitions 

In this subsection: 

(A) Eligible health and long-term care pro-
vider 

The term ‘‘eligible health and long-term 
care provider’’ means a personal or home 
care agency (including personal or home 
care public authorities), a nursing home, a 
home health agency (as defined in section 
1395x(o) of this title), or any other health 
care provider the Secretary determines ap-
propriate which— 

(i) is licensed or authorized to provide 
services in a participating State; and 

(ii) receives payment for services under 
subchapter XIX. 

(B) Personal care services 

The term ‘‘personal care services’’ has the 
meaning given such term for purposes of 
subchapter XIX. 

(C) Personal or home care aide 

The term ‘‘personal or home care aide’’ 
means an individual who helps individuals 
who are elderly, disabled, ill, or mentally 
disabled (including an individual with Alz-
heimer’s disease or other dementia) to live 
in their own home or a residential care facil-
ity (such as a nursing home, assisted living 
facility, or any other facility the Secretary 
determines appropriate) by providing rou-
tine personal care services and other appro-
priate services to the individual. 

(D) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ has the meaning given 
that term for purposes of subchapter XIX. 

(c) Funding 

(1) In general 

Subject to paragraph (2), out of any funds in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
there are appropriated to the Secretary to 
carry out subsections (a) and (b), $85,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2010 through 2014. 

(2) Training and certification programs for 
personal and home care aides 

With respect to the demonstration projects 
under subsection (b), the Secretary shall use 

$5,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
paragraph (1) for each of fiscal years 2010 
through 2012 to carry out such projects. No 
funds appropriated under paragraph (1) shall 
be used to carry out demonstration projects 
under subsection (b) after fiscal year 2012. 

(d) Nonapplication 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the pre-
ceding sections of this division shall not apply 
to grant 2 awarded under this section. 

(2) Limitations on use of grants 

Section 1397d(a) of this title (other than 
paragraph (6)) shall apply to a grant awarded 
under this section to the same extent and in 
the same manner as such section applies to 
payments to States under this division. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XX, § 2008, as added 
and amended Pub. L. 111–148, title V, § 5507(a), 
title VI, § 6703(d)(1)(B), Mar. 23, 2010, 124 Stat. 
663, 803.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of August 16, 1937, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(2)(B), (4)(A), is act Aug. 16, 1937, ch. 663, 50 Stat. 664, 
popularly known as the National Apprenticeship Act, 
which is classified generally to chapter 4C (§ 50 et seq.) 
of Title 29, Labor. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 50 of Title 29 and Tables. 

Part A of subchapter IV, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(4)(F), is classified to § 601 et seq. of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 111–148, § 6703(d)(1)(B), which 
directed substitution of ‘‘this division’’ for ‘‘this sub-
chapter’’ wherever appearing in subtitle 1 of title XX of 
act Aug. 14, 1935, was executed by making the substi-
tution in two places in subsec. (d) of this section, which 
is in subtitle A of title XX act Aug. 14, 1935, to reflect 
the probable intent of Congress. 

§ 1397h. Program for early detection of certain 
medical conditions related to environmental 
health hazards 

(a) Program establishment 

The Secretary shall establish a program in ac-
cordance with this section to make competitive 
grants to eligible entities specified in subsection 
(b) for the purpose of— 

(1) screening at-risk individuals (as defined 
in subsection (c)(1)) for environmental health 
conditions (as defined in subsection (c)(3)); and 

(2) developing and disseminating public in-
formation and education concerning— 

(A) the availability of screening under the 
program under this section; 

(B) the detection, prevention, and treat-
ment of environmental health conditions; 
and 

(C) the availability of Medicare benefits 
for certain individuals diagnosed with envi-
ronmental health conditions under section 
1395rr–1 of this title. 

(b) Eligible entities 

(1) In general 

For purposes of this section, an eligible en-
tity is an entity described in paragraph (2) 
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