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(1) the scope and pace of research and devel-
opment with respect to solar photovoltaic en-
ergy systems; 

(2) the need for and timing of solar photo-
voltaic energy systems demonstration 
projects; 

(3) the need for change in any research, de-
velopment, or demonstration program estab-
lished under this subchapter; and 

(4) the economic, technological, and environ-
mental consequences of the use of solar photo-
voltaic energy systems. 

(b) Membership; chairman 

The Committee shall be composed of thirteen 
members, including eleven members appointed 
by the Secretary from industrial organizations, 
academic institutions, professional societies or 
institutions, and other sources as he sees fit, 
and two members of the public appointed by the 
President. The Chairman of the Committee shall 
be elected from among the members thereof. 

(c) Cooperation from executive departments, 
agencies, and instrumentalities 

The heads of the departments, agencies, and 
instrumentalities of the executive branch of the 
Federal Government shall cooperate with the 
Committee in carrying out the requirements of 
this section, and shall furnish to the Committee 
such information as the Committee deems nec-
essary to carry out this section. 

(d) Application of section 7234 of this title 

Section 7234 of this title shall be applicable to 
the Committee, except as inconsistent with this 
section. 

(Pub. L. 95–590, § 9, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2518.) 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973, to 
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 
period beginning on the date of their establishment, 
unless, in the case of a committee established by the 
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such 
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to 
the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of 
a committee established by the Congress, its duration 
is otherwise provided for by law. See section 14 of Pub. 
L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. 

§ 5589. Promotion and facilitation of practical 
use of photovoltaic energy 

(a) Dissemination of information; trade secret ex-
emption 

The Secretary shall take all possible steps to 
assure that full and complete information with 
respect to the demonstrations and other activi-
ties conducted under this subchapter is made 
available to Federal, State, and local authori-
ties, relevant segments of the economy, the sci-
entific and technical community, and the public 
at large, both during and after the close of the 
programs under this subchapter, with the objec-
tive of promoting and facilitating to the maxi-
mum extent feasible the early and widespread 
practical use of photovoltaic energy throughout 
the United States. Any trade secret or other 
proprietary information shall be exempted from 
such mandatory disclosure, as otherwise speci-

fied in law applicable to research, development 
and demonstration programs of the Department 
of Energy, including, but not limited to, section 
5916 of this title. 

(b) Studies and investigations 

The Secretary shall— 
(1) study the effect of the widespread utiliza-

tion of photovoltaic systems on the existing 
electric utility system at varying levels of 
photovoltaic contribution to the system; 

(2) study and investigate the effect of utility 
rate structures, building codes, zoning ordi-
nances, and other laws, codes, ordinances, and 
practices upon the practical use of photo-
voltaic systems; 

(3) determine the extent to which such laws, 
codes, ordinances, and practices should be 
changed to permit or facilitate such use and 
the methods by which any such changes may 
best be accomplished; and 

(4) determine the necessity of a program of 
incentives to accelerate the commercial appli-
cation of photovoltaic technologies. 

(c) Policy recommendations to President and 
Congress 

The Secretary is authorized and directed, 
within one year of November 4, 1978, to make 
recommendations to the President and to the 
Congress for Federal policies relating to barriers 
to the early and widespread utilization of photo-
voltaic systems in order to realize the goals set 
forth in section 5581 of this title. These recom-
mendations shall include but not be limited to— 

(1) the potential for integration of elec-
tricity derived from photovoltaic energy sys-
tems into the existing national grid system, 
including the potential of photovoltaic-gen-
erated electricity to meet the peak-load en-
ergy needs of electric utilities, load manage-
ment and reliability implications of the utili-
zation of photovoltaic electricity by utilities, 
the implications of utility ownership of photo-
voltaic components leased to others primarily 
for decentralized applications, the impacts of 
utility use of electricity derived from photo-
voltaic energy systems on utility rate struc-
tures, and the potential for reducing or obviat-
ing the need for energy storage components 
for photovoltaic energy systems through util-
ity interface; 

(2) the extent of competition between firms 
currently engaged in the fabrication and in-
stallation of photovoltaics components and 
systems as it affects the character and growth 
potential of the American photovoltaics indus-
try, and the likelihood that small photo-
voltaic firms will have reasonable opportuni-
ties to compete and participate in the various 
programs authorized by this subchapter; 

(3) the need to identify legal alternatives to 
ensure access to direct sunlight for photo-
voltaic energy systems, the appropriate meth-
ods of encouraging the adoption of such alter-
natives, and the implications of widespread 
utilization of photovoltaic energy systems for 
land use and urban development; 

(4) the availability of private capital at rea-
sonable interest rates for individuals, busi-
nesses and others desiring to establish com-
mercial enterprises to manufacture, market, 
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install, and/or, maintain photovoltaic compo-
nents and systems, or purchase and install 
such systems for private, industrial, agricul-
tural, commercial or other uses; 

(5) the need for industry-wide warranty and 
reliability standards for photovoltaic energy 
components and systems for private sector ap-
plications, and, if appropriate, the mecha-
nisms for establishing such standards; and 

(6) the attainability of the goals specified in 
section 5581(b) of this title, and any modifica-
tion of such goals which the Secretary pro-
poses for consideration by Congress, with sup-
porting analyses. 

(d) Consultation with government agencies, in-
dustry representatives, and scientific and 
technical community; coordination and 
merger of studies and reports 

In carrying out his functions under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall consult with the appro-
priate government agencies, industry represent-
atives, and members of the scientific and tech-
nical community having expertise and interest 
in this area. The Secretary also shall ensure 
that any study or report prepared pursuant to 
this section is fully coordinated with and reflec-
tive of any analyses or reports prepared pursu-
ant to the requirements in section 5556a of this 
title, and in the President’s Solar Energy Do-
mestic Policy Review. The Secretary, as appro-
priate, may merge any continuing or on-going 
studies under section 5556a of this title or the 
Domestic Policy Review with those required by 
this section or avoid any unnecessary duplica-
tion of effort or funding. The separate report re-
quirements of section 5556a of this title and this 
section, however, shall remain in force. 

(Pub. L. 95–590, § 10, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2519.) 

§ 5590. Submittal to Congressional committees of 
plan for demonstrating applications of pho-
tovoltaic systems and facilitating use in 
other nations; encouragement of inter-
national participation and cooperation; co-
ordination and consistency of plan and inter-
national activities with similar activities and 
programs 

(a) Within one year after November 4, 1978, the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State, the Administrator of the Agency for 
International Development, the Director of the 
Export/Import Bank and other appropriate Fed-
eral officials, shall submit to the House Com-
mittee on Science and Technology and the Sen-
ate Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources a plan for demonstrating applications of 
solar photovoltaic energy systems and facilitat-
ing their widespread use in other nations, espe-
cially those with agreements for scientific co-
operation with the United States. 

(b) The Secretary is authorized to encourage, 
to the maximum extent practicable, inter-
national participation and cooperation in the 
development and maintenance of programs es-
tablished under this plan. The Secretary, in con-
sultation and cooperation with the Federal offi-
cials specified in subsection (a) of this section, 
shall insure to the maximum extent possible 
that the plan submitted under subsection (a) of 
this section and any other international activi-

ties under this section are consistent with and 
reflective of any similar activities or require-
ments under any other Federal statute, specifi-
cally including any of the several programs 
under other agencies and Departments involving 
United States international cooperation and as-
sistance in nonnuclear energy technology, and 
will not duplicate activities under such pro-
grams. The plan required in subsection (a) of 
this section shall specifically identify all such 
programs and statutes and describe how the ac-
tivities under this section will be consistent 
with such programs, will be coordinated with 
them, and will avoid duplication of activities 
under such programs. 

(Pub. L. 95–590, § 11, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2520; 
Pub. L. 103–82, title IV, § 405(j), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 
Stat. 922.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–82 struck out ‘‘the Di-
rector of ACTION,’’ after ‘‘International Develop-
ment,’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science and Technology of House of 
Representatives changed to Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by 
House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 
Jan. 5, 2011. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–82 effective Apr. 4, 1994, 
see section 406(b) of Pub. L. 103–82, set out as a note 
under section 8332 of Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees. 

§ 5591. Participation of small business concerns 

In carrying out his functions under this sub-
chapter, the Secretary shall take steps to assure 
that small-business concerns will have realistic 
and adequate opportunities to participate in the 
programs under this subchapter to the maxi-
mum extent practicable, and the Secretary is di-
rected to set aside at least 10 per centum of the 
funds authorized and appropriated for the par-
ticipation of small business concerns. 

(Pub. L. 95–590, § 12, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2521.) 

§ 5592. Priorities 

The Secretary shall set priorities, as far as 
possible consistent with the intent and oper-
ation of this subchapter, in accordance with the 
following criteria: 

(1) The applications utilizing photovoltaic sys-
tems which will be part of the research, develop-
ment, and demonstration program and testing 
and demonstration programs referred to in sec-
tions 5583, 5584, 5585, and 5586 of this title shall 
be located in a sufficient number of different ge-
ographic areas in the United States to assure a 
realistic and effective demonstration of the use 
of photovoltaic systems and of the applications 
themselves, in both rural and urban locations 
and under climatic conditions which vary as 
much as possible. 

(2) The projected costs of commercial produc-
tion and maintenance of the photovoltaic sys-
tems utilized in the testing and demonstration 
programs established under this subchapter 
should be taken into account. 
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