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1 So in original. Probably should be capitalized. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Aug. 7, 1977, except as otherwise ex-
pressly provided, see section 406(d) of Pub. L. 95–95, set 
out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amendment note under 
section 7401 of this title. 

§ 7625–1. Exemptions for certain territories 

(a)(1) Upon petition by the governor 1 of Guam, 
American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, or the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the Administrator is authorized to ex-
empt any person or source or class of persons or 
sources in such territory from any requirement 
under this chapter other than section 7412 of 
this title or any requirement under section 7410 
of this title or part D of subchapter I of this 
chapter necessary to attain or maintain a na-
tional primary ambient air quality standard. 
Such exemption may be granted if the Adminis-
trator finds that compliance with such require-
ment is not feasible or is unreasonable due to 
unique geographical, meteorological, or eco-
nomic factors of such territory, or such other 
local factors as the Administrator deems signifi-
cant. Any such petition shall be considered in 
accordance with section 7607(d) of this title and 
any exemption under this subsection shall be 
considered final action by the Administrator for 
the purposes of section 7607(b) of this title. 

(2) The Administrator shall promptly notify 
the Committees on Energy and Commerce and 
on Natural Resources of the House of Represent-
atives and the Committees on Environment and 
Public Works and on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate upon receipt of any peti-
tion under this subsection and of the approval or 
rejection of such petition and the basis for such 
action. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this chapter, any fossil fuel fired steam electric 
power plant operating within Guam as of De-
cember 8, 1983, is hereby exempted from: 

(1) any requirement of the new source per-
formance standards relating to sulfur dioxide 
promulgated under section 7411 of this title as 
of December 8, 1983; and 

(2) any regulation relating to sulfur dioxide 
standards or limitations contained in a State 
implementation plan approved under section 
7410 of this title as of December 8, 1983: Pro-

vided, That such exemption shall expire eight-
een months after December 8, 1983, unless the 
Administrator determines that such plant is 
making all emissions reductions practicable to 
prevent exceedances of the national ambient 
air quality standards for sulfur dioxide. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title III, § 325, as added 
Pub. L. 98–213, § 11, Dec. 8, 1983, 97 Stat. 1461; 
amended Pub. L. 101–549, title VIII, § 806, Nov. 15, 
1990, 104 Stat. 2689; Pub. L. 103–437, § 15(s), Nov. 2, 
1994, 108 Stat. 4594.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 325 of act July 14, 1955, was renum-
bered section 326 by Pub. L. 98–213 and is classified to 
section 7625a of this title. 

Another prior section 325 of act July 14, 1955, was re-
numbered section 324 by Pub. L. 96–300 and is classified 
to section 7625 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Nat-
ural Resources’’ for ‘‘Interior and Insular Affairs’’ be-
fore ‘‘of the House’’. 

1990—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 101–549, which directed 
the insertion of ‘‘the Virgin Islands,’’ after ‘‘American 
Samoa,’’ in ‘‘[s]ection 324(a)(1) of the Clean Air Act (42 
U.S.C. 7625–1(a)(1))’’, was executed by making the inser-
tion in subsec. (a)(1) of this section to reflect the prob-
able intent of Congress. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Energy and Commerce of House of 
Representatives treated as referring to Committee on 
Commerce of House of Representatives by section 1(a) 
of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding section 21 
of Title 2, The Congress. Committee on Commerce of 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of House of Representatives, and 
jurisdiction over matters relating to securities and ex-
changes and insurance generally transferred to Com-
mittee on Financial Services of House of Representa-
tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Seventh 
Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

§ 7625a. Statutory construction 

The parenthetical cross references in any pro-
vision of this chapter to other provisions of the 
chapter, or other provisions of law, where the 
words ‘‘relating to’’ or ‘‘pertaining to’’ are used, 
are made only for convenience, and shall be 
given no legal effect. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title III, § 326, as added 
Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(84), Nov. 16, 1977, 91 Stat. 
1404; renumbered § 325, Pub. L. 96–300, § 1(c), July 
2, 1980, 94 Stat. 831; renumbered § 326, Pub. L. 
98–213, § 11, Dec. 8, 1983, 97 Stat. 1461.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 326 of act July 14, 1955, was renum-
bered section 327 by Pub. L. 98–213 and is classified to 
section 7626 of this title. 

§ 7626. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) In general 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this chapter such sums as may be nec-
essary for the 7 fiscal years commencing after 
November 15, 1990. 

(b) Grants for planning 

There are authorized to be appropriated (1) not 
more than $50,000,000 to carry out section 7505 of 
this title beginning in fiscal year 1991, to be 
available until expended, to develop plan revi-
sions required by subpart 2, 3, or 4 of part D of 
subchapter I of this chapter, and (2) not more 
than $15,000,000 for each of the 7 fiscal years 
commencing after November 15, 1990, to make 
grants to the States to prepare implementation 
plans as required by subpart 2, 3, or 4 of part D 
of subchapter I of this chapter. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title III, § 327, formerly 
§ 325, as added Pub. L. 95–95, title III, § 315, Aug. 
7, 1977, 91 Stat. 790; renumbered § 327 and amend-
ed Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(83), Nov. 16, 1977, 91 Stat. 
1404; renumbered § 326, Pub. L. 96–300, § 1(c), July 
2, 1980, 94 Stat. 831; renumbered § 327, Pub. L. 
98–213, § 11, Dec. 8, 1983, 97 Stat. 1461; Pub. L. 
101–549, title VIII, § 822, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2699.) 
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PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 1857l of this title, act July 14, 1955, ch. 
360, title III, § 316, formerly § 13, as added Dec. 17, 1963, 
Pub. L. 88–206, § 1, 77 Stat. 401; renumbered § 306 and 
amended Oct. 20, 1965, Pub. L. 89–272, title I, § 101(4), (6), 
(7), 79 Stat. 992; Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–675, § 2(a), 80 
Stat. 954; renumbered § 309 and amended Nov. 21, 1967, 
Pub. L. 90–148, § 2, 81 Stat. 506; renumbered § 316 and 
amended Dec. 31, 1970, Pub. L. 91–604, §§ 12(a), 13(b), 84 
Stat. 1705, 1709; Apr. 9, 1973, Pub. L. 93–15, § 1(c), 87 Stat. 
11; June 22, 1974, Pub. L. 93–319, § 13(c), 88 Stat. 265, prior 
to repeal by section 306 of Pub. L. 95–95. 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–549 amended section generally, sub-
stituting present provisions for provisions authorizing 
specific appropriations for certain programs and peri-
ods and appropriations of $200,000,000 for fiscal years 
1978 through 1981 to carry out the other programs under 
this chapter. 

1977—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 95–190 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 7403(a)(5)’’ for ‘‘section 7403(b)(5)’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Aug. 7, 1977, except as otherwise ex-
pressly provided, see section 406(d) of Pub. L. 95–95, set 
out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amendment note under 
section 7401 of this title. 

§ 7627. Air pollution from Outer Continental 
Shelf activities 

(a) Applicable requirements for certain areas 

(1) In general 

Not later than 12 months after November 15, 
1990, following consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Commandant of 
the United States Coast Guard, the Adminis-
trator, by rule, shall establish requirements to 
control air pollution from Outer Continental 
Shelf sources located offshore of the States 
along the Pacific, Arctic and Atlantic Coasts 
(other than Outer Continental Shelf sources 
located offshore of the North Slope Borough of 
the State of Alaska), and along the United 
States Gulf Coast off the State of Florida east-
ward of longitude 87 degrees and 30 minutes 
(‘‘OCS sources’’) to attain and maintain Fed-
eral and State ambient air quality standards 
and to comply with the provisions of part C of 
subchapter I of this chapter. For such sources 
located within 25 miles of the seaward bound-
ary of such States, such requirements shall be 
the same as would be applicable if the source 
were located in the corresponding onshore 
area, and shall include, but not be limited to, 
State and local requirements for emission con-
trols, emission limitations, offsets, permit-
ting, monitoring, testing, and reporting. New 
OCS sources shall comply with such require-
ments on the date of promulgation and exist-
ing OCS sources shall comply on the date 24 
months thereafter. The Administrator shall 
update such requirements as necessary to 
maintain consistency with onshore regula-
tions and this chapter. The authority of this 
subsection shall supersede section 5(a)(8) of 
the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act [43 
U.S.C. 1334(a)(8)] but shall not repeal or mod-
ify any other Federal, State, or local authori-
ties with respect to air quality. Each require-
ment established under this section shall be 

treated, for purposes of sections 7413, 7414, 
7416, 7420, and 7604 of this title, as a standard 
under section 7411 of this title and a violation 
of any such requirement shall be considered a 
violation of section 7411(e) of this title. 

(2) Exemptions 

The Administrator may exempt an OCS 
source from a specific requirement in effect 
under regulations under this subsection if the 
Administrator finds that compliance with a 
pollution control technology requirement is 
technically infeasible or will cause an unrea-
sonable threat to health and safety. The Ad-
ministrator shall make written findings ex-
plaining the basis of any exemption issued 
pursuant to this subsection and shall impose 
another requirement equal to or as close in 
stringency to the original requirement as pos-
sible. The Administrator shall ensure that any 
increase in emissions due to the granting of an 
exemption is offset by reductions in actual 
emissions, not otherwise required by this 
chapter, from the same source or other 
sources in the area or in the corresponding on-
shore area. The Administrator shall establish 
procedures to provide for public notice and 
comment on exemptions proposed pursuant to 
this subsection. 

(3) State procedures 

Each State adjacent to an OCS source in-
cluded under this subsection may promulgate 
and submit to the Administrator regulations 
for implementing and enforcing the require-
ments of this subsection. If the Administrator 
finds that the State regulations are adequate, 
the Administrator shall delegate to that State 
any authority the Administrator has under 
this chapter to implement and enforce such re-
quirements. Nothing in this subsection shall 
prohibit the Administrator from enforcing any 
requirement of this section. 

(4) Definitions 

For purposes of subsections (a) and (b) of 
this section— 

(A) Outer Continental Shelf 

The term ‘‘Outer Continental Shelf’’ has 
the meaning provided by section 2 of the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 
1331). 

(B) Corresponding onshore area 

The term ‘‘corresponding onshore area’’ 
means, with respect to any OCS source, the 
onshore attainment or nonattainment area 
that is closest to the source, unless the Ad-
ministrator determines that another area 
with more stringent requirements with re-
spect to the control and abatement of air 
pollution may reasonably be expected to be 
affected by such emissions. Such determina-
tion shall be based on the potential for air 
pollutants from the OCS source to reach the 
other onshore area and the potential of such 
air pollutants to affect the efforts of the 
other onshore area to attain or maintain 
any Federal or State ambient air quality 
standard or to comply with the provisions of 
part C of subchapter I of this chapter. 
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