§1612

§1612. Surveys

(a) Areas for conveyance to Village Corporations;
monumentation of exterior boundaries; me-
anderable water boundaries exempt from re-
quirement; land occupied as primary place of
residence or business, or for other purposes
and other patentable lands as subject to sur-
vey

The Secretary shall survey the areas selected
or designated for conveyance to Village Corpora-
tions pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.
He shall monument only exterior boundaries of
the selected or designated areas at angle points
and at intervals of approximately two miles on
straight lines. No ground survey or monumenta-
tion will be required along meanderable water
boundaries. He shall survey within the areas se-
lected or designated land occupied as a primary
place of residence, as a primary place of busi-
ness, and for other purposes, and any other land
to be patented under this chapter.

(b) Withdrawals, selections, and conveyances
pursuant to chapter: current plats of surveys
or protraction diagrams; conformity to Land
Survey System

All withdrawals, selections, and conveyances
pursuant to this chapter shall be as shown on
current plats of survey or protraction diagrams
of the Bureau of Land Management, or protrac-
tion diagrams of the Bureau of the State where
protraction diagrams of the Bureau of Land
Management are not available, and shall con-
form as nearly as practicable to the United
States Land Survey System.

(Pub. L. 92203, §13, Dec. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 702.)
§1613. Conveyance of lands

(a) Native villages listed in section 1610 and
qualified for land benefits; patents for sur-
face estates; issuance; acreage

Immediately after selection by a Village Cor-
poration for a Native village listed in section
1610 of this title which the Secretary finds is
qualified for land benefits under this chapter,
the Secretary shall issue to the Village Corpora-
tion a patent to the surface estate in the num-
ber of acres shown in the following table:

It shall be entitled
to a patent to an
area of public lands

If the village had on the 1970 census
enumeration date a Native population
between—

equal to—
25and 99 ..... 69,120 acres.
100 and 199 .. 92,160 acres.
200 and 399 .. 115,200 acres.
400 and 599 .. 138,240 acres.

600 or more 161,280 acres.

The lands patented shall be those selected by
the Village Corporation pursuant to section
1611(a) of this title. In addition, the Secretary
shall issue to the Village Corporation a patent
to the surface estate in the lands selected pursu-
ant to section 1611(b) of this title.

(b) Native villages listed in section 1615 and
qualified for land benefits; patents for sur-
face estates; issuance; acreage

Immediately after selection by any Village
Corporation for a Native village listed in section
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1615 of this title which the Secretary finds is
qualified for land benefits under this chapter,
the Secretary shall issue to the Village Corpora-
tion a patent to the surface estate to 23,040
acres. The lands patented shall be the lands
within the township or townships that enclose
the Native village, and any additional lands se-
lected by the Village Corporation from the sur-
rounding townships withdrawn for the Native
village by section 1615(a) of this title.

(c) Patent requirements; order of conveyance;
vesting date; advisory and appellate func-
tions of Regional Corporations on sales,
leases, or other transactions prior to final
commitment

Each patent issued pursuant to subsections (a)
and (b) of this section shall be subject to the re-
quirements of this subsection. Upon receipt of a
patent or patents:

(1) the Village Corporation shall first convey
to any Native or non-Native occupant, without
consideration, title to the surface estate in
the tract occupied as of December 18, 1971 (ex-
cept that occupancy of tracts located in the
Pribilof Islands shall be determined as of the
date of initial conveyance of such tracts to the
appropriate Village Corporation) as a primary
place of residence, or as a primary place of
business, or as a subsistence campsite, or as
headquarters for reindeer husbandry;

(2) the Village Corporation shall then convey
to the occupant, either without consideration
or upon payment of an amount not in excess of
fair market value, determined as of the date of
initial occupancy and without regard to any
improvements thereon, title to the surface es-
tate in any tract occupied as of December 18,
1971 by a nonprofit organization;

(3) the Village Corporation shall then convey
to any Municipal Corporation in the Native
village or to the State in trust for any Munici-
pal Corporation established in the Native vil-
lage in the future, title to the remaining sur-
face estate of the improved land on which the
Native village is located and as much addi-
tional land as is necessary for community ex-
pansion, and appropriate rights-of-way for
public use, and other foreseeable community
needs: Provided, That the amount of lands to
be transferred to the Municipal Corporation or
in trust shall be no less than 1,280 acres unless
the Village Corporation and the Municipal
Corporation or the State in trust can agree in
writing on an amount which is less than one
thousand two hundred and eighty acres: Pro-
vided further, That any net revenues derived
from the sale of surface resources harvested or
extracted from lands reconveyed pursuant to
this subsection shall be paid to the Village
Corporation by the Municipal Corporation or
the State in trust: Provided, however, That the
word ‘‘sale’’, as used in the preceding sentence,
shall not include the utilization of surface re-
sources for governmental purposes by the Mu-
nicipal Corporation or the State in trust, nor
shall it include the issuance of free use per-
mits or other authorization for such purposes;

(4) the Village Corporation shall convey to
the Federal Government, State, or to the ap-
propriate Municipal Corporation, title to the
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