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Justice, may make any appropriate order with 
respect to— 

(1) an appeal prior to the hearing and deter-
mination of that appeal on the merits; or 

(2) dismissal of an appeal for lack of jurisdic-
tion or failure to take or prosecute the appeal 
in accordance with applicable laws or rules of 
procedure. 

(d) Other local courts 

Except as granted to the Supreme Court of 
Guam or otherwise provided by this chapter or 
any other Act of Congress, the Superior Court of 
Guam and all other local courts established by 
the laws of Guam shall have such original and 
appellate jurisdiction over all causes in Guam as 
the laws of Guam provide, except that such ju-
risdiction shall be subject to the exclusive or 
concurrent jurisdiction conferred on the District 
Court of Guam under section 1424 of this title. 

(e) Qualifications and duties of justices and 
judges 

The qualifications and duties of the justices 
and judges of the Supreme Court of Guam, the 
Superior Court of Guam, and all other local 
courts established by the laws of Guam shall be 
governed by the laws of Guam and the rules of 
such courts. 

(Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 22A, as added Pub. L. 
98–454, title VIII, § 801, Oct. 5, 1984, 98 Stat. 1742; 
amended Pub. L. 108–378, § 1(b), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2206.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–378 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to Supreme Court of 
Guam and other courts for provisions consisting of sub-
secs. (a) to (c) relating to composition of local courts 
and establishment of appellate court, jurisdiction of 
courts, and practice and procedure in local courts and 
qualifications and duties of judges. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on ninetieth day following Oct. 5, 
1984, see section 1005 of Pub. L. 98–454, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 1984 Amendment note under section 1424 
of this title. 

§ 1424–2. Relations between courts of United 
States and courts of Guam 

The relations between the courts established 
by the Constitution or laws of the United States 
and the local courts of Guam with respect to ap-
peals, certiorari, removal of causes, the issuance 
of writs of habeas corpus, and other matters or 
proceedings shall be governed by the laws of the 
United States pertaining to the relations be-
tween the courts of the United States, including 
the Supreme Court of the United States, and the 
courts of the several States in such matters and 
proceedings. 

(Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 22B, as added Pub. L. 
98–454, title VIII, § 801, Oct. 5, 1984, 98 Stat. 1742; 
amended Pub. L. 103–437, § 17(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 
108 Stat. 4595; Pub. L. 108–378, § 2, Oct. 30, 2004, 
118 Stat. 2208.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–378 struck out before period at end 
‘‘: Provided, That for the first fifteen years following 
the establishment of the appellate court authorized by 

section 1424–1(a) of this title, the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit shall have jurisdiction 
to review by writ of certiorari all final decisions of the 
highest court of Guam from which a decision could be 
had. The Judicial Council of the Ninth Circuit shall 
submit reports to the Committee on Energy and Natu-
ral Resources of the Senate and the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources of the House of Representatives at in-
tervals of five years following the establishment of 
such appellate court as to whether it has developed suf-
ficient institutional traditions to justify direct review 
by the Supreme Court of the United States from all 
such final decisions. The United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Ninth Circuit shall have jurisdiction to 
promulgate rules necessary to carry out the provisions 
of this subsection’’. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Natural Resources’’ 
for ‘‘Interior and Insular Affairs’’ before ‘‘of the 
House’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on ninetieth day following Oct. 5, 
1984, see section 1005 of Pub. L. 98–454, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 1984 Amendment note under section 1424 
of this title. 

§ 1424–3. Appellate jurisdiction of District Court; 
procedure; review by United States Court of 
Appeals for Ninth Circuit; rules; appeals to 
appellate court 

(a) Appellate jurisdiction of District Court 

Prior to the establishment of the appellate 
court authorized by section 1424–1(a) of this 
title, which is known as the Supreme Court of 
Guam, the District Court of Guam shall have 
such appellate jurisdiction over the local courts 
of Guam as the legislature may determine: Pro-

vided, That the legislature may not preclude the 
review of any judgment or order which involves 
the Constitution, treaties, or laws of the United 
States, including this chapter, or any authority 
exercised thereunder by an officer or agency of 
the Government of the United States, or the 
conformity of any law enacted by the legislature 
of Guam or of any orders or regulations issued 
or actions taken by the executive branch of the 
government of Guam with the Constitution, 
treaties, or laws of the United States, including 
this chapter, or any authority exercised there-
under by an officer or agency of the United 
States. 

(b) Appellate division of District Court; quorum; 
presiding judge; designation of judges; deci-
sions 

Appeals to the District Court of Guam shall be 
heard and determined by an appellate division of 
the court consisting of three judges, of whom 
two shall constitute a quorum. The district 
judge shall be the presiding judge of the appel-
late division and shall preside therein unless dis-
qualified or otherwise unable to act. The other 
judges who are to sit in the appellate division of 
any session shall be designated by the presiding 
judge from among the judges who are serving 
on, or are assigned to, the district court from 
time to time pursuant to section 1424b of this 
title: Provided, That no more than one of them 
may be a judge of a court of record of Guam. 
The concurrence of two judges shall be nec-
essary to any decision of the appellate division 
of the district court on the merits of an appeal, 
but the presiding judge alone may make any ap-
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