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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘GOVERNMENT’S’’. 

under subsection (c), the Secretary may make grants 

to each eligible State, upon request, for the expanded 

deployment of commercial vehicle information sys-

tems and networks. 
‘‘(2) ELIGIBILITY.—Each State that has completed 

the core deployment of commercial vehicle informa-

tion systems and networks in such State is eligible 

for an expanded deployment grant under this sub-

section. 
‘‘(3) AMOUNT OF GRANTS.—Each fiscal year, the Sec-

retary may distribute funds available for expanded 

deployment grants equally among the eligible States, 

but not to exceed $1,000,000 per State. 
‘‘(4) USE OF FUNDS.—A State may use funds from a 

grant under this subsection only for the expanded de-

ployment of commercial vehicle information systems 

and networks. 
‘‘(e) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for a grant under 

this section, a State— 
‘‘(1) shall have a commercial vehicle information 

systems and networks program plan approved by the 

Secretary that describes the various systems and net-

works at the State level that need to be refined, re-

vised, upgraded, or built to accomplish deployment of 

core capabilities; 
‘‘(2) shall certify to the Secretary that its commer-

cial vehicle information systems and networks de-

ployment activities, including hardware procure-

ment, software and system development, and infra-

structure modifications— 
‘‘(A) are consistent with the national intelligent 

transportation systems and commercial vehicle in-

formation systems and networks architectures and 

available standards; and 
‘‘(B) promote interoperability and efficiency to 

the extent practicable; and 
‘‘(3) shall agree to execute interoperability tests de-

veloped by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Admin-

istration to verify that its systems conform with the 

national intelligent transportation systems architec-

ture, applicable standards, and protocols for commer-

cial vehicle information systems and networks. 
‘‘(f) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of the cost 

of a project payable from funds made available to carry 

out this section shall not exceed 50 percent. The total 

Federal share of the cost of a project payable from all 

eligible Federal sources shall not exceed 80 percent. 
‘‘(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following defi-

nitions apply: 
‘‘(1) COMMERCIAL VEHICLE INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND 

NETWORKS.—The term ‘commercial vehicle informa-

tion systems and networks’ means the information 

systems and communications networks that provide 

the capability to— 
‘‘(A) improve the safety of commercial motor ve-

hicle operations; 
‘‘(B) increase the efficiency of regulatory inspec-

tion processes to reduce administrative burdens by 

advancing technology to facilitate inspections and 

increase the effectiveness of enforcement efforts; 
‘‘(C) advance electronic processing of registration 

information, driver licensing information, fuel tax 

information, inspection and crash data, and other 

safety information; 
‘‘(D) enhance the safe passage of commercial 

motor vehicles across the United States and across 

international borders; and 
‘‘(E) promote the communication of information 

among the States and encourage multistate co-

operation and corridor development. 
‘‘(2) COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATIONS.—The 

term ‘commercial motor vehicle operations’— 
‘‘(A) means motor carrier operations and motor 

vehicle regulatory activities associated with the 

commercial motor vehicle movement of goods, in-

cluding hazardous materials, and passengers; and 
‘‘(B) with respect to the public sector, includes 

the issuance of operating credentials, the adminis-

tration of motor vehicle and fuel taxes, and road-

side safety and border crossing inspection and regu-

latory compliance operations. 

‘‘(3) CORE DEPLOYMENT.—The term ‘core deploy-

ment’ means the deployment of systems in a State 

necessary to provide the State with the following ca-

pabilities: 
‘‘(A) Safety information exchange to— 

‘‘(i) electronically collect and transmit com-

mercial motor vehicle and driver inspection data 

at a majority of inspection sites in the State; 
‘‘(ii) connect to the safety and fitness electronic 

records system for access to interstate carrier 

and commercial motor vehicle data, summaries of 

past safety performance, and commercial motor 

vehicle credentials information; and 
‘‘(iii) exchange carrier data and commercial 

motor vehicle safety and credentials information 

within the State and connect to such system for 

access to interstate carrier and commercial 

motor vehicle data. 
‘‘(B) Interstate credentials administration to— 

‘‘(i) perform end-to-end processing, including 

carrier application, jurisdiction application proc-

essing, and credential issuance, of at least the 

international registration plan and international 

fuel tax agreement credentials and extend this 

processing to other credentials, including intra-

state registration, vehicle titling, oversize vehi-

cle permits, overweight vehicle permits, carrier 

registration, and hazardous materials permits; 
‘‘(ii) connect to such plan and agreement clear-

inghouses; and 
‘‘(iii) have at least 10 percent of the credential-

ing transaction volume in the State handled elec-

tronically and have the capability to add more 

carriers and to extend to branch offices where ap-

plicable. 
‘‘(C) Roadside electronic screening to electroni-

cally screen transponder-equipped commercial vehi-

cles at a minimum of one fixed or mobile inspection 

site in the State and to replicate this screening at 

other sites in the State. 
‘‘(4) EXPANDED DEPLOYMENT.—The term ‘expanded 

deployment’ means the deployment of systems in a 

State that exceed the requirements of a core deploy-

ment of commercial vehicle information systems and 

networks, improve safety and the productivity of 

commercial motor vehicle operations, and enhance 

transportation security.’’ 

§ 31107. Border enforcement grants 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of 
Transportation may make a grant in a fiscal 
year to an entity or State that shares a land 
border with another country for carrying out 
border commercial motor vehicle safety pro-
grams and related enforcement activities and 
projects. 

(b) MAINTENANCE OF EXPENDITURES.—The Sec-
retary may make a grant to a State under this 
section only if the State agrees that the total 
expenditure of amounts of the State and politi-
cal subdivisions of the State, exclusive of 
amounts from the United States, for carrying 
out border commercial motor vehicle safety pro-
grams and related enforcement activities and 
projects will be maintained at a level at least 
equal to the average level of that expenditure by 
the State and political subdivisions of the State 
for the last 2 fiscal years of the State or the 
Federal Government ending before October 1, 
2005, whichever the State designates. 

(c) GOVERNMENTS 1 SHARE OF COSTS.—The Sec-
retary shall reimburse a State under a grant 
made under this section an amount that is not 
more than 100 percent of the costs incurred by 
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the State in a fiscal year for carrying out border 
commercial motor vehicle safety programs and 
related enforcement activities and projects. 

(d) AVAILABILITY AND REALLOCATION OF 
AMOUNTS.—Allocations to a State remain avail-
able for expenditure in the State for the fiscal 
year in which they are allocated and for the 
next fiscal year. Amounts not expended by a 
State during those 2 fiscal years are available to 
the Secretary for reallocation under this sec-
tion. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4110(a)(2), Aug. 
10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1721.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 31107, Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 
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§ 9(c)(1), June 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 709; Pub. L. 108–280, 

§ 9(c)(1), July 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 886; Pub. L. 108–310, 

§ 7(c)(1), Sept. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 1153; Pub. L. 109–14, 

§ 6(c)(1), May 31, 2005, 119 Stat. 330; Pub. L. 109–20, 

§ 6(c)(1), July 1, 2005, 119 Stat. 352; Pub. L. 109–35, 

§ 6(c)(1), July 20, 2005, 119 Stat. 385; Pub. L. 109–37, 

§ 6(c)(1), July 22, 2005, 119 Stat. 400; Pub. L. 109–40, 
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peal by Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4110(a)(2), Aug. 10, 2005, 

119 Stat. 1721. 

§ 31108. Motor carrier research and technology 
program 

(a) RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGY, AND TECHNOLOGY 
TRANSFER ACTIVITIES.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall establish and carry out a 
motor carrier and motor coach research and 
technology program. 

(2) MULTIYEAR PLAN.—The program must in-
clude a multi-year research plan that focuses 
on nonredundant innovative research and shall 
be coordinated with other research programs 
or projects ongoing or planned within the De-
partment of Transportation, as appropriate. 

(3) RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND TECH-
NOLOGY TRANSFER ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary 
may carry out under the program research, de-
velopment, technology, and technology trans-
fer activities with respect to— 

(A) the causes of accidents, injuries, and 
fatalities involving commercial motor vehi-
cles; 

(B) means of reducing the number and se-
verity of accidents, injuries, and fatalities 
involving commercial motor vehicles; 

(C) improving the safety and efficiency of 
commercial motor vehicles through techno-
logical innovation and improvement; 

(D) improving technology used by enforce-
ment officers when conducting roadside in-
spections and compliance reviews to in-
crease efficiency and information transfers; 
and 

(E) increasing the safety and security of 
hazardous materials transportation. 

(4) TESTS AND DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary 
may test, develop, or assist in testing and de-
veloping any material, invention, patented ar-

ticle, or process related to the research and 
technology program. 

(5) TRAINING.—The Secretary may use the 
funds made available to carry out this section 
for training or education of commercial motor 
vehicle safety personnel, including training in 
accident reconstruction and detection of con-
trolled substances or other contraband and 
stolen cargo or vehicles. 

(6) PROCEDURES.—The Secretary may carry 
out this section— 

(A) independently; 
(B) in cooperation with other Federal de-

partments, agencies, and instrumentalities 
and Federal laboratories; or 

(C) by making grants to, or entering into 
contracts and cooperative agreements with, 
any Federal laboratory, State agency, au-
thority, association, institution, for-profit 
or nonprofit corporation, organization, for-
eign country, or person. 

(7) DEVELOPMENT AND PROMOTION OF USE OF 
PRODUCTS.—The Secretary shall use funds 
made available to carry out this section to de-
velop, administer, communicate, and promote 
the use of products of research, technology, 
and technology transfer programs under this 
section. 

(b) COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—To advance innovative solu-
tions to problems involving commercial motor 
vehicle and motor carrier safety, security, and 
efficiency, and to stimulate the deployment of 
emerging technology, the Secretary may carry 
out, on a cost-shared basis, collaborative re-
search and development with— 

(A) non-Federal entities, including State 
and local governments, foreign governments, 
colleges and universities, corporations, in-
stitutions, partnerships, and sole proprietor-
ships that are incorporated or established 
under the laws of any State; and 

(B) Federal laboratories. 

(2) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—In carrying 
out this subsection, the Secretary may enter 
into cooperative research and development 
agreements (as defined in section 12 of the Ste-
venson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 
1980 (15 U.S.C. 3710a)). 

(3) COST SHARING.— 
(A) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 

the cost of activities carried out under a co-
operative research and development agree-
ment entered into under this subsection 
shall not exceed 50 percent; except that, if 
there is substantial public interest or bene-
fit associated with any such activity, the 
Secretary may approve a greater Federal 
share. 

(B) TREATMENT OF DIRECTLY INCURRED NON- 
FEDERAL COSTS.—All costs directly incurred 
by the non-Federal partners, including per-
sonnel, travel, and hardware or software de-
velopment costs, shall be credited toward 
the non-Federal share of the cost of the ac-
tivities described in subparagraph (A). 

(4) USE OF TECHNOLOGY.—The research, de-
velopment, or use of a technology under a co-
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