§31304

In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘‘operates a commer-
cial motor vehicle and” and ‘‘with an employer’ are
omitted as surplus.

§31304. Employer responsibilities

An employer may not knowingly allow an em-
ployee to operate a commercial motor vehicle in
the United States during a period in which the
employee—

(1) has a driver’s license revoked, suspended,
or canceled by a State, has lost the right to
operate a commercial motor vehicle in a
State, or has been disqualified from operating
a commercial motor vehicle; or

(2) has more than one driver’s license (except
as allowed under section 31302 of this title).

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat.
1016.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

49 App.:2703. Oct. 27, 1986, Pub. L. 99-570,

§12004, 100 Stat. 3207-171.

In this section, before clause (1), the words ‘‘Effective
July 1, 1987 are omitted as executed. The words ‘‘per-
mit, or authorize’” are omitted as surplus. Clause (2) is
substituted for 49 App.:2703(2) to eliminate unnecessary
words.

§31305. General driver fitness and testing

(a) MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR TESTING AND FIT-
NESS.—The Secretary of Transportation shall
prescribe regulations on minimum standards for
testing and ensuring the fitness of an individual
operating a commercial motor vehicle. The reg-
ulations—

(1) shall prescribe minimum standards for
written and driving tests of an individual op-
erating a commercial motor vehicle;

(2) shall require an individual who operates
or will operate a commercial motor vehicle to
take a driving test in a vehicle representative
of the type of vehicle the individual operates
or will operate;

(3) shall prescribe minimum testing stand-
ards for the operation of a commercial motor
vehicle and may prescribe different minimum
testing standards for different classes of com-
mercial motor vehicles;

(4) shall ensure that an individual taking the
tests has a working knowledge of—

(A) regulations on the safe operation of a
commercial motor vehicle prescribed by the
Secretary and contained in title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations; and

(B) safety systems of the vehicle;

(5) shall ensure that an individual who oper-
ates or will operate a commercial motor vehi-
cle carrying a hazardous material—

(A) is qualified to operate the vehicle
under regulations on motor vehicle trans-
portation of hazardous material prescribed
under chapter 51 of this title;

(B) has a working knowledge of—

(i) those regulations;

(ii) the handling of hazardous material;

(iii) the operation of emergency equip-
ment used in response to emergencies aris-
ing out of the transportation of hazardous
material; and
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(iv) appropriate response procedures to
follow in those emergencies; and

(C) is licensed by a State to operate the ve-
hicle after having first been determined
under section 5103a of this title as not posing
a security risk warranting denial of the li-
cense.

(6) shall establish minimum scores for pass-
ing the tests;

(7) shall ensure that an individual taking the
tests is qualified to operate a commercial
motor vehicle under regulations prescribed by
the Secretary and contained in title 49, Code
of Federal Regulations, to the extent the regu-
lations apply to the individual; and

(8) may require—

(A) issuance of a certification of fitness to
operate a commercial motor vehicle to an
individual passing the tests; and

(B) the individual to have a copy of the
certification in the individual’s possession
when the individual is operating a commer-
cial motor vehicle.

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATING VEHICLES.—
(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this
subsection, an individual may operate a com-
mercial motor vehicle only if the individual has
passed written and driving tests that meet the
minimum standards prescribed by the Secretary
under subsection (a) of this section to operate
the vehicle and has a commercial driver’s li-
cense to operate the vehicle.

(2) The Secretary may prescribe regulations
providing that an individual may operate a com-
mercial motor vehicle for not more than 90 days
if the individual—

(A) passes a driving test for operating a com-
mercial motor vehicle that meets the mini-
mum standards prescribed under subsection
(a) of this section; and

(B) has a driver’s license that is not sus-
pended, revoked, or canceled.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1016;
Pub. L. 106-159, title II, §201(d), Dec. 9, 1999, 113
Stat. 1760; Pub. L. 107-56, title X, §1012(b), Oct.
26, 2001, 115 Stat. 397.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
31305(a) ...... 49 App.:2704(a). Oct. 27, 1986, Pub. L. 99-570,
§12005(a), (b), 100 Stat.
3207-1171.
31305(b) ...... 49 App.:2704(b).

In this section, the word ‘‘Federal’’ is omitted as un-
necessary.

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘Not
later than July 15, 1988’ are omitted as obsolete. In
clause (3), the words ‘‘if the Secretary considers appro-
priate to carry out the objectives of this title’” are
omitted as unnecessary.

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘taken and’ are omit-
ted as unnecessary. The text of 49 App.:2704(b)(3) is
omitted as obsolete.

AMENDMENTS

2001—Subsec. (a)(5)(C). Pub. L. 107-56 added subpar.
(C).
1999—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 106-159 struck out ‘‘to op-
erate the vehicle” after ‘‘written and driving tests’ and
inserted ‘‘to operate the vehicle and has a commercial
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