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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

32511(a) ...... 15:1920(a). Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 
§ 110, 86 Stat. 955. 

32511(b) ...... 15:1920(b)(1). 
32511(c) ...... 15:1920(b)(2). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘may prescribe or en-
force . . . only if the standard is identical’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘no . . . shall have any authority to estab-
lish or enforce with respect to . . . which is not iden-
tical’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘a 
standard prescribed under section 32502 of this title’’ 
are substituted for ‘‘Federal bumper standard’’ for clar-
ity. 

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘to con-
tinue’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘a bumper 
standard about an aspect of performance . . . not cov-
ered by a standard prescribed under section 32502 of this 
title’’ are substituted for ‘‘Until a Federal bumper 
standard takes effect with respect to an aspect of per-
formance’’ and ‘‘any bumper standard which is applica-
ble to the same aspect of performance of such vehicle 
or item of equipment’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. 
The words ‘‘if the State bumper standard’’ are added 
for clarity. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘that imposes additional 
or higher standards of performance than’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘which is not identical to . . . if such re-

quirement imposes an additional or higher standard of 

performance’’ for clarity and to eliminate unnecessary 

words. 
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Sec. 
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§ 32701. Findings and purposes 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) buyers of motor vehicles rely heavily on 

the odometer reading as an index of the condi-
tion and value of a vehicle; 

(2) buyers are entitled to rely on the odom-
eter reading as an accurate indication of the 
mileage of the vehicle; 

(3) an accurate indication of the mileage as-
sists a buyer in deciding on the safety and re-
liability of the vehicle; and 

(4) motor vehicles move in, or affect, inter-
state and foreign commerce. 

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this chapter 
are— 

(1) to prohibit tampering with motor vehicle 
odometers; and 

(2) to provide safeguards to protect pur-
chasers in the sale of motor vehicles with al-
tered or reset odometers. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1048.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

32701(a) ...... 15:1981 (1st sen-
tence). 

Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 
§ 401, 86 Stat. 961. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES—CONTINUED 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

32701(b) ...... 15:1981 (last sen-
tence). 

§ 32702. Definitions 

In this chapter— 
(1) ‘‘auction company’’ means a person tak-

ing possession of a motor vehicle owned by an-
other to sell at an auction. 

(2) ‘‘dealer’’ means a person that sold at 
least 5 motor vehicles during the prior 12 
months to buyers that in good faith bought 
the vehicles other than for resale. 

(3) ‘‘distributor’’ means a person that sold at 
least 5 motor vehicles during the prior 12 
months for resale. 

(4) ‘‘leased motor vehicle’’ means a motor 
vehicle leased to a person for at least 4 months 
by a lessor that leased at least 5 vehicles dur-
ing the prior 12 months. 

(5) ‘‘odometer’’ means an instrument for 
measuring and recording the distance a motor 
vehicle is driven, but does not include an aux-
iliary instrument designed to be reset by the 
operator of the vehicle to record mileage of a 
trip. 

(6) ‘‘repair’’ and ‘‘replace’’ mean to restore 
to a sound working condition by replacing any 
part of an odometer or by correcting any inop-
erative part of an odometer. 

(7) ‘‘title’’ means the certificate of title or 
other document issued by the State indicating 
ownership. 

(8) ‘‘transfer’’ means to change ownership by 
sale, gift, or any other means. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1048; 
Pub. L. 104–287, § 5(61), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3394.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

PUB. L. 103–272 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

32702(1) ...... 15:1982(8). Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 
86 Stat. 947, § 402(6)–(8); 
added Oct. 28, 1986, Pub. L. 
99–579, § 2(b), 100 Stat. 3310. 

32702(2) ...... 15:1982(1). Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 
86 Stat. 947, § 402(1), (2); 
added July 14, 1976, Pub. 
L. 94–364, § 401(2), 90 Stat. 
983. 

32702(3) ...... 15:1982(2). 
32702(4) ...... 15:1982(7). 
32702(5) ...... 15:1982(3). Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 

§ 402(3)–(5), 86 Stat. 961; 
July 14, 1976, Pub. L. 
94–364, § 401(1), 90 Stat. 983. 

32702(6) ...... 15:1982(4). 
32702(7) ...... 15:1982(6). 
32702(8) ...... 15:1982(5). 

In clause (1), the words ‘‘(whether through consign-

ment or bailment or through any other arrangement)’’ 

and ‘‘such motor vehicle’’ are omitted as surplus. 
In clause (4), the words ‘‘a term of’’ are omitted as 

surplus. 
In clause (5), the words ‘‘the distance a motor vehicle 

is driven’’ are substituted for ‘‘the actual distance a 

motor vehicle travels while in operation’’ for clarity 

and to eliminate unnecessary words. 

PUB. L. 104–287 

This amends 49:32702(8) and 32705 to clarify the re-

statement of 15:1982(5) and 1988 by section 1 of the Act 

of July 5, 1994 (Public Law 103–272, 108 Stat. 1049). 
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AMENDMENTS 

1996—Par. (8). Pub. L. 104–287 inserted ‘‘any’’ after 

‘‘or’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–287 effective July 5, 1994, 

see section 8(1) of Pub. L. 104–287, set out as a note 

under section 5303 of this title. 

§ 32703. Preventing tampering 

A person may not— 
(1) advertise for sale, sell, use, install, or 

have installed, a device that makes an odom-
eter of a motor vehicle register a mileage dif-
ferent from the mileage the vehicle was driv-
en, as registered by the odometer within the 
designed tolerance of the manufacturer of the 
odometer; 

(2) disconnect, reset, alter, or have discon-
nected, reset, or altered, an odometer of a 
motor vehicle intending to change the mileage 
registered by the odometer; 

(3) with intent to defraud, operate a motor 
vehicle on a street, road, or highway if the 
person knows that the odometer of the vehicle 
is disconnected or not operating; or 

(4) conspire to violate this section or section 
32704 or 32705 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1049; 
Pub. L. 103–429, § 6(33), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4380.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

PUB. L. 103–272 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

32703(1) ...... 15:1983. Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 
§ 403, 86 Stat. 962; July 14, 
1976, Pub. L. 94–364, § 402, 
90 Stat. 983. 

32703(2) ...... 15:1984. Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 
§§ 404, 405, 86 Stat. 962; re-
stated July 14, 1976, Pub. 
L. 94–364, §§ 403, 404, 90 
Stat. 983. 

32703(3) ...... 15:1985. 
32703(4) ...... 15:1986. Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 

§ 406, 86 Stat. 962. 

In clause (1), the words ‘‘the mileage the vehicle was 

driven, as registered by the odometer within the de-

signed tolerance of the manufacturer of the odometer’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘the true mileage driven. For pur-

poses of this section, the true mileage driven is that 

mileage driven by the vehicle as registered by the 

odometer within the manufacturer’s designed toler-

ance’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. 
In clause (3), the words ‘‘public’’ and ‘‘road’’ are 

added for consistency in this subtitle. 

PUB. L. 103–429 

This amends 49:32703(3) to correct an error in the 

codification enacted by section 1 of the Act of July 5, 

1994 (Public Law 103–272, 108 Stat. 1049). 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Par. (3). Pub. L. 103–429 struck out ‘‘public’’ be-

fore ‘‘street’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–429 effective July 5, 1994, 

see section 9 of Pub. L. 103–429, set out as a note under 

section 321 of this title. 

§ 32704. Service, repair, and replacement 

(a) ADJUSTING MILEAGE.—A person may serv-
ice, repair, or replace an odometer of a motor 

vehicle if the mileage registered by the odom-
eter remains the same as before the service, re-
pair, or replacement. If the mileage cannot re-
main the same— 

(1) the person shall adjust the odometer to 
read zero; and 

(2) the owner of the vehicle or agent of the 
owner shall attach a written notice to the left 
door frame of the vehicle specifying the mile-
age before the service, repair, or replacement 
and the date of the service, repair, or replace-
ment. 

(b) REMOVING OR ALTERING NOTICE.—A person 
may not, with intent to defraud, remove or alter 
a notice attached to a motor vehicle as required 
by this section. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1049.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

32704 .......... 15:1987. Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 
§ 407, 86 Stat. 962; July 14, 
1976, Pub. L. 94–364, § 405, 
90 Stat. 983. 

In subsection (b), the text of 15:1987(b)(1) is omitted as 

surplus. 

§ 32705. Disclosure requirements on transfer of 
motor vehicles 

(a)(1) DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS.—Under regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation that include the way in which informa-
tion is disclosed and retained under this section, 
a person transferring ownership of a motor vehi-
cle shall give the transferee the following writ-
ten disclosure: 

(A) Disclosure of the cumulative mileage 
registered on the odometer. 

(B) Disclosure that the actual mileage is un-
known, if the transferor knows that the odom-
eter reading is different from the number of 
miles the vehicle has actually traveled. 

(2) A person transferring ownership of a motor 
vehicle may not violate a regulation prescribed 
under this section or give a false statement to 
the transferee in making the disclosure required 
by such a regulation. 

(3) A person acquiring a motor vehicle for re-
sale may not accept a written disclosure under 
this section unless it is complete. 

(4)(A) This subsection shall apply to all trans-
fers of motor vehicles (unless otherwise exempt-
ed by the Secretary by regulation), except in the 
case of transfers of new motor vehicles from a 
vehicle manufacturer jointly to a dealer and a 
person engaged in the business of renting or 
leasing vehicles for a period of 30 days or less. 

(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), the term 
‘‘new motor vehicle’’ means any motor vehicle 
driven with no more than the limited use nec-
essary in moving, transporting, or road testing 
such vehicle prior to delivery from the vehicle 
manufacturer to a dealer, but in no event shall 
the odometer reading of such vehicle exceed 300 
miles. 

(5) The Secretary may exempt such classes or 
categories of vehicles as the Secretary deems 
appropriate from these requirements. Until such 
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