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1 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline. 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of President under subsec. (b) of this sec-
tion delegated to Director of Office of Management and 
Budget, see Ex. Ord. No. 12152, Aug. 14, 1979, 44 F.R. 
48143, set out as a note under section 301 of Title 3, The 
President. 

DISSOLUTION OF VIRGIN ISLANDS CORPORATION 

Virgin Islands Corporation established to have suc-
cession until June 30, 1969, unless sooner dissolved by 
Act of Congress, by act June 30, 1949, ch. 285, 63 Stat. 
350, as amended (48 U.S.C. 1407 et seq.). Corporation ter-
minated its program June 30, 1965, and dissolved July 1, 
1966. Act June 30, 1949, was repealed by Pub. L. 97–357, 
title III, § 308(e), Oct. 19, 1982, 96 Stat. 1710. 

§ 306. Agency strategic plans 

(a) Not later than the first Monday in Feb-
ruary of any year following the year in which 
the term of the President commences under sec-
tion 101 of title 3, the head of each agency shall 
make available on the public website of the 
agency a strategic plan and notify the President 
and Congress of its availability. Such plan shall 
contain— 

(1) a comprehensive mission statement cov-
ering the major functions and operations of 
the agency; 

(2) general goals and objectives, including 
outcome-oriented goals, for the major func-
tions and operations of the agency; 

(3) a description of how any goals and objec-
tives contribute to the Federal Government 
priority goals required by section 1120(a) of 
title 31; 

(4) a description of how the goals and objec-
tives are to be achieved, including— 

(A) a description of the operational proc-
esses, skills and technology, and the human, 
capital, information, and other resources re-
quired to achieve those goals and objectives; 
and 

(B) a description of how the agency is 
working with other agencies to achieve its 
goals and objectives as well as relevant Fed-
eral Government priority goals; 

(5) a description of how the goals and objec-
tives incorporate views and suggestions ob-
tained through congressional consultations re-
quired under subsection (d); 

(6) a description of how the performance 
goals provided in the plan required by section 
1115(a) of title 31, including the agency prior-
ity goals required by section 1120(b) of title 31, 
if applicable, contribute to the general goals 
and objectives in the strategic plan; 

(7) an identification of those key factors ex-
ternal to the agency and beyond its control 
that could significantly affect the achieve-
ment of the general goals and objectives; and 

(8) a description of the program evaluations 
used in establishing or revising general goals 
and objectives, with a schedule for future pro-
gram evaluations to be conducted. 

(b) The strategic plan shall cover a period of 
not less than 4 years following the fiscal year in 
which the plan is submitted. As needed, the head 
of the agency may make adjustments to the 
strategic plan to reflect significant changes in 
the environment in which the agency is operat-
ing, with appropriate notification of Congress. 

(c) The performance plan required by section 
1115(b) of title 31 shall be consistent with the 
agency’s strategic plan. A performance plan 
may not be submitted for a fiscal year not cov-
ered by a current strategic plan under this sec-
tion. 

(d) When developing or making adjustments to 
a strategic plan, the agency shall consult peri-
odically with the Congress, including majority 
and minority views from the appropriate au-
thorizing, appropriations, and oversight com-
mittees, and shall solicit and consider the views 
and suggestions of those entities potentially af-
fected by or interested in such a plan. The agen-
cy shall consult with the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress at least once every 2 years. 

(e) The functions and activities of this section 
shall be considered to be inherently govern-
mental functions. The drafting of strategic 
plans under this section shall be performed only 
by Federal employees. 

(f) For purposes of this section the term 
‘‘agency’’ means an Executive agency defined 
under section 105, but does not include the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, the Government Ac-
countability Office, the United States Postal 
Service, and the Postal Regulatory Commission. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–352, § 2, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 
3866.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 306, added Pub. L. 103–62, § 3, Aug. 3, 
1993, 107 Stat. 286; amended Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title 
IX, § 902, Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 717; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), 
July 7, 2004, 118 Stat. 814; Pub. L. 109–435, title VI, 
§ 604(b), Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 3241, related to strategic 
plans, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 111–352, § 2, Jan. 4, 2011, 
124 Stat. 3866. 

CHAPTER 5—ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

500. Administrative practice; general provisions. 
501. Advertising practice; restrictions. 
502. Administrative practice; Reserves and Na-

tional Guardsmen. 
503. Witness fees and allowances. 
504. Costs and fees of parties. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 

551. Definitions. 
552. Public information; agency rules, opinions, 

orders, records, and proceedings. 
552a. Records about individuals.1 
552b. Open meetings. 
553. Rule making. 
554. Adjudications. 
555. Ancillary matters. 
556. Hearings; presiding employees; powers and 

duties; burden of proof; evidence; record as 
basis of decision. 

557. Initial decisions; conclusiveness; review by 
agency; submissions by parties; contents of 
decisions; record. 

558. Imposition of sanctions; determination of ap-
plications for licenses; suspension, revoca-
tion, and expiration of licenses. 

559. Effect on other laws; effect of subsequent 
statute. 

SUBCHAPTER III—NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING 
PROCEDURE 

561. Purpose. 
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562. Definitions. 
563. Determination of need for negotiated rule-

making committee. 
564. Publication of notice; applications for mem-

bership on committees. 
565. Establishment of committee. 
566. Conduct of committee activity. 
567. Termination of committee. 
568. Services, facilities, and payment of commit-

tee member expenses. 
569. Encouraging negotiated rulemaking. 
570. Judicial review. 
570a. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF DIS-
PUTE RESOLUTION IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCESS 

571. Definitions. 
572. General authority. 
573. Neutrals. 
574. Confidentiality. 
575. Authorization of arbitration. 
576. Enforcement of arbitration agreements. 
577. Arbitrators. 
578. Authority of the arbitrator. 
579. Arbitration proceedings. 
580. Arbitration awards. 
581. Judicial review. 
[582. Repealed.] 
583. Support services. 
584. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER V—ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

591. Purposes. 
592. Definitions. 
593. Administrative Conference of the United 

States. 
594. Powers and duties of the Conference. 
595. Organization of the Conference. 
596. Authorization of appropriations. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–401, § 2(b)(2), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 
2255, substituted ‘‘Purposes’’ for ‘‘Purpose’’ in item 591. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–320, §§ 4(b)(2), 10(b), 11(b)(2), (d)(2), 
Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3871, 3873, 3874, in item 569 sub-
stituted ‘‘Encouraging negotiated rulemaking’’ for 
‘‘Role of the Administrative Conference of the United 
States and other entities’’, added items 570a and 584, 
and struck out item 582 ‘‘Compilation of information’’. 

1992—Pub. L. 102–354, § 4, Aug. 26, 1992, 106 Stat. 945, 
substituted headings of subchapters III, IV, and V and 
items 561 to 570, 571 to 583, and 591 to 596 for former 
heading of subchapter III and former items 571 to 576 
relating to Administrative Conference of the United 
States, former heading of subchapter IV and former 
items 581 to 593 relating to alternative means of dispute 
resolution in the administrative process, and former 
heading of subchapter IV and former items 581 to 590 re-
lating to negotiated rulemaking procedure. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–648, § 3(b), Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 
4976, added heading of subchapter IV and items 581 to 
590 relating to negotiated rulemaking procedure. 

Pub. L. 101–552, § 4(c), Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2745, 
added heading of subchapter IV and items 581 to 593 [re-
numbered 571 to 583] relating to alternative means of 
dispute resolution. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–470, § 2(b), Oct. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 1198, 
substituted ‘‘Authorization of appropriations’’ for ‘‘Ap-
propriations’’ in item 576. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–80, § 6, Aug. 5, 1985, 99 Stat. 186, re-
vived item 504 and repealed Pub. L. 96–481, title II, 
§ 203(c), Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2327, which provided for 
the repeal, effective Oct. 1, 1984, of item 504. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–481, title II, § 203(a)(2), (c), Oct. 21, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2327, added item 504 ‘‘Costs and fees of par-
ties’’, and repealed that item effective Oct. 1, 1984. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–409, § 3(b), Sept. 13, 1976, 90 Stat. 1246, 
added item 552b. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–579, § 4, Dec. 31, 1974, 88 Stat. 1905, 
added item 552a. 

1967—Pub. L. 90–83, § 1(1)(B), Sept. 11, 1967, 81 Stat. 195, 
added item 500. 

Pub. L. 90–23, § 2, June 5, 1967, 81 Stat. 56, substituted 
‘‘Public information; agency rules, opinions, orders, 
records and proceedings’’ for ‘‘Publication of informa-
tion, rules, opinions, orders, and public records’’ in 
item 552. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 500. Administrative practice; general provisions 

(a) For the purpose of this section— 
(1) ‘‘agency’’ has the meaning given it by 

section 551 of this title; and 
(2) ‘‘State’’ means a State, a territory or 

possession of the United States including a 
Commonwealth, or the District of Columbia. 

(b) An individual who is a member in good 
standing of the bar of the highest court of a 
State may represent a person before an agency 
on filing with the agency a written declaration 
that he is currently qualified as provided by this 
subsection and is authorized to represent the 
particular person in whose behalf he acts. 

(c) An individual who is duly qualified to prac-
tice as a certified public accountant in a State 
may represent a person before the Internal Rev-
enue Service of the Treasury Department on fil-
ing with that agency a written declaration that 
he is currently qualified as provided by this sub-
section and is authorized to represent the par-
ticular person in whose behalf he acts. 

(d) This section does not— 
(1) grant or deny to an individual who is not 

qualified as provided by subsection (b) or (c) of 
this section the right to appear for or rep-
resent a person before an agency or in an agen-
cy proceeding; 

(2) authorize or limit the discipline, includ-
ing disbarment, of individuals who appear in a 
representative capacity before an agency; 

(3) authorize an individual who is a former 
employee of an agency to represent a person 
before an agency when the representation is 
prohibited by statute or regulation; or 

(4) prevent an agency from requiring a power 
of attorney as a condition to the settlement of 
a controversy involving the payment of 
money. 

(e) Subsections (b)–(d) of this section do not 
apply to practice before the United States Pat-
ent and Trademark Office with respect to patent 
matters that continue to be covered by chapter 
3 (sections 31–33) of title 35. 

(f) When a participant in a matter before an 
agency is represented by an individual qualified 
under subsection (b) or (c) of this section, a no-
tice or other written communication required or 
permitted to be given the participant in the 
matter shall be given to the representative in 
addition to any other service specifically re-
quired by statute. When a participant is rep-
resented by more than one such qualified rep-
resentative, service on any one of the represent-
atives is sufficient. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–83, § 1(1)(A), Sept. 11, 1967, 81 
Stat. 195; amended Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, 
§ 1000(a)(9) [title IV, § 4732(b)(2)], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 
Stat. 1536, 1501A–583.) 
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