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June 25, 1958, Pub. L. 85–469, title I, 72 Stat. 231. 

June 13, 1957, Pub. L. 85–52, title I, 71 Stat. 74. 

June 20, 1956, ch. 415, title I, 70 Stat. 318. 

June 30, 1955, ch. 253, title I, 69 Stat. 231. 

July 2, 1954, ch. 456, title III, 68 Stat. 426. 

Aug. 5, 1953, ch. 328, title III, 67 Stat. 381. 

July 5, 1952, ch. 578, title II, 66 Stat. 414. 

Aug. 31, 1951, ch. 376, title II, 65 Stat. 286. 

Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. VIII, title I, 64 Stat. 717. 

Oct. 10, 1949, ch. 662, title I, 63 Stat. 743. 

§§ 1739, 1740. Repealed. Pub. L. 101–225, title III, 
§ 307(12), Dec. 12, 1989, 103 Stat. 1925 

Section 1739, acts Mar. 8, 1946, ch. 82, § 6, 60 Stat. 43; 

Aug. 6, 1981, Pub. L. 97–31, § 12(154), 95 Stat. 167, provided 

for sale of vessels to non-citizens, sales conditions and 

priority of mortgage on unpaid balance. 

Section 1740, acts Mar. 8, 1946, ch. 82, § 7, 60 Stat. 44; 

Sept. 26, 1950, ch. 1049, § 2(a)(2), 64 Stat. 1038; Sept. 27, 

1979, Pub. L. 96–70, § 3(b)(5), 93 Stat. 455; Aug. 6, 1981, 

Pub. L. 97–31, § 12(154), 95 Stat. 167, provided for order of 

preference in sales and charters, determining relevant 

factors, and operation of commercial vessels by Gov-

ernment. 

§ 1741. Exchange of vessels 

(a) to (c) Repealed. Pub. L. 101–225, title III, 
§ 307(12), Dec. 12, 1989, 103 Stat. 1925 

(d) Transfer of substitute vessels 

In the case of any vessel constructed in the 
United States after January 1, 1937, which has 
been taken by the United States for use in any 
manner, the Secretary, if in his opinion the 
transfer would aid in carrying out the policies of 
this Act [sections 1735 to 1746 of this Appendix], 
is authorized to transfer to the owner of such 
vessel another vessel which is deemed by the 
Secretary to be of comparable type with adjust-
ments for depreciation and difference in design 
or speed, and to the extent applicable, adjust-
ments with respect to the retained vessel as pro-
vided for in section 9 [section 1742 of this Appen-
dix], and such other adjustments and terms and 
conditions, including transfer of mortgage obli-
gations in favor of the United States binding 
upon the old vessel, as the Secretary may pre-
scribe. 

(Mar. 8, 1946, ch. 82, § 8, 60 Stat. 45; Pub. L. 97–31, 
§ 12(154), Aug. 6, 1981, 95 Stat. 167; Pub. L. 101–225, 
title III, § 307(12), Dec. 12, 1989, 103 Stat. 1925.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 101–225 struck out 

subsecs. (a) to (c) which related to allowance as credit 

on purchase price and vessels acceptable, amount of al-

lowance, and transfers in settlement of claims, respec-

tively. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–31 substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Com-

mission’’ wherever appearing. 

§ 1742. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–412, title V, § 501(g), 
Sept. 14, 1976, 90 Stat. 1258 

Section, acts Mar. 8, 1946, ch. 82, § 9, 60 Stat. 46; Aug. 

6, 1956, ch. 1013, 70 Stat. 1068, made provision for price 

adjustments on prior sales of surplus war-built vessels 

to citizens. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal not to affect any action taken or proceeding 

pending at the time of repeal, see section 501(h) of Pub. 

L. 94–412, set out as a note under section 1601 of Title 

50, War and National Defense. 

§ 1743. Repealed. Pub. L. 101–225, title III, 
§ 307(12), Dec. 12, 1989, 103 Stat. 1925 

Section, acts Mar. 8, 1946, ch. 82, § 10, 60 Stat. 49; Aug. 

6, 1981, Pub. L. 97–31, § 12(154), 95 Stat. 167, limited eligi-

bility for benefits under Merchant Ship Sales Act of 

1946. 

§ 1744. National Defense Reserve Fleet 

(a) Fleet components 

The Secretary of Transportation shall main-
tain a National Defense Reserve Fleet, including 
any vessel assigned by the Secretary to the 
Ready Reserve Force component of the fleet, 
consisting of those vessels owned or acquired by 
the United States Government that the Sec-
retary of Transportation, after consultation 
with the Secretary of the Navy, determines are 
of value for national defense purposes and that 
the Secretary of Transportation decides to place 
and maintain in the fleet. 

(b) Permitted uses 

Except as otherwise provided by law, a vessel 
in the fleet may be used— 

(1) for an account of an agency of the United 
States Government in a period during which 
vessels may be requisitioned under chapter 563 
of title 46; or 

(2) on the request of the Secretary of De-
fense, and in accordance with memoranda of 
agreement between the Secretary of Transpor-
tation and the Secretary of Defense, for— 

(A) testing for readiness and suitability for 
mission performance; 

(B) defense sealift functions for which 
other sealift assets are not reasonably avail-
able; and 

(C) support of the deployment of the 
United States armed forces in a military 
contingency, for military contingency oper-
ations, or for civil contingency operations 
upon orders from the National Command Au-
thority; 

(3) for otherwise lawfully permitted storage 
or transportation of non-defense-related cargo 
as directed by the Secretary of Transportation 
with the concurrence of the Secretary of De-
fense; 

(4) for training purposes to the extent au-
thorized by the Secretary of Transportation 
with the concurrence of the Secretary of De-
fense; 

(5) on a reimbursable basis, for charter to 
the government of any State, locality, or Ter-
ritory of the United States, except that the 
prior consent of the Secretary of Defense for 
such use shall be required with respect to any 
vessel in the Ready Reserve Force or in the 
National Defense Reserve Fleet which is main-
tained in a retention status for the Depart-
ment of Defense; or 

(6) for civil contingency operations and Mar-
itime Administration promotional and media 
events, in accordance with subsection (f). 

(c) Ready Reserve Force management 

(1) Minimum requirements 

To ensure the readiness of vessels in the 
Ready Reserve Force component of the Na-
tional Defense Reserve Fleet, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall, at a minimum— 
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