
Page 278 TITLE 7—AGRICULTURE § 178h 

(e) acquire secret processes, technical data, 
inventions, patent applications, patents, li-
censes, land and interest in land (including 
water rights), facilities, and other property or 
rights by purchase, license, lease, or donation; 

(f) assemble and maintain pertinent and cur-
rent literature and publications, patents and 
licenses, land and interests in land; 

(g) cause onsite inspections to be made of 
promising projects, domestic or foreign, and, 
in the case of projects located in the United 
States, cooperate and participate in their de-
velopment when the Secretary determines 
that the purpose of this subchapter will be 
served thereby; 

(h) foster and participate in regional, na-
tional, and international conferences relating 
to native latex culture or the culture of other 
native agricultural crops which could supply 
critical agricultural materials; 

(i) coordinate, correlate, and publish infor-
mation with a view to advancing the develop-
ment of native latex technology or the tech-
nology of other native agricultural crops 
which could supply critical agricultural mate-
rials; and 

(j) cooperate with other Federal depart-
ments and agencies, with State and local de-
partments, agencies, and instrumentalities, 
and with interested persons, firms, institu-
tions, and organizations. 

(Pub. L. 95–592, § 9, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2532; 
Pub. L. 98–284, § 9, May 16, 1984, 98 Stat. 183.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Indian Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act (Public Law 93–638, 25 U.S.C. 450), as amended, 
referred to in cl. (a), is Pub. L. 93–638, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 
Stat. 2203, as amended, which is classified principally 
to subchapter II (§ 450 et seq.) of chapter 14 of Title 25, 
Indians. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 450 of 
Title 25 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Cl. (h). Pub. L. 98–284, § 9(1), inserted ‘‘or the 
culture of other native agricultural crops which could 
supply critical agricultural materials’’. 

Cl. (i). Pub. L. 98–284, § 9(2), inserted ‘‘or the tech-
nology of other native agricultural crops which could 
supply critical agricultural materials’’. 

§ 178h. Powers of Secretary of Commerce 

In carrying out the provisions of this sub-
chapter, the Secretary of Commerce is author-
ized to— 

(a) make grants to States, education institu-
tions, scientific organizations, and Indian 
tribes as defined in the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act (Public 
Law 93–638, 25 U.S.C. 450), and enter into con-
tracts with such institutions and organiza-
tions and with industrial or engineering firms; 

(b) acquire the services of biologists, agrono-
mists, foresters, geneticists, engineers, econo-
mists, and other personnel having expertise in 
native agricultural crops which could supply 
critical agricultural materials by contract or 
otherwise; 

(c) utilize the facilities of Federal and State 
institutions and other scientific laboratories; 

(d) establish and operate necessary facilities 
and pilot plants to carry out the continuous 

research, testing, development, and program-
ing necessary to effectuate the purposes of 
this section; 

(e) acquire secret processes, technical data, 
invention, patent applications, patents, li-
censes, land and interests in land (including 
water rights), plants and facilities, and other 
property or rights by purchase, license, lease, 
or donation; and 

(f) foster and participate in regional, na-
tional, and international conferences relating 
to the activities authorized by this sub-
chapter. 

(Pub. L. 95–592, § 10, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2533; 
Pub. L. 98–284, § 10, May 16, 1984, 98 Stat. 184.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Indian Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act (Public Law 93–638, 25 U.S.C. 450), as amended, 
referred to in cl. (a), is Pub. L. 93–638, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 
Stat. 2203, as amended, which is classified principally 
to subchapter II (§ 450 et seq.) of chapter 14 of Title 25, 
Indians. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 450 of 
Title 25 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–284, § 10(1), (2), in provisions preced-
ing cl. (a) substituted ‘‘this subchapter’’ for ‘‘this sec-
tion’’ and struck out ‘‘, acting through the Regional 
Commissions or otherwise,’’ after ‘‘the Secretary of 
Commerce’’. 

Cl. (b). Pub. L. 98–284, § 10(3), inserted ‘‘having exper-
tise in native agricultural crops which could supply 
critical agricultural materials’’. 

Cl. (f). Pub. L. 98–284, § 10(4), substituted ‘‘the activi-
ties authorized by this subchapter’’ for ‘‘natural rubber 
manufacture’’. 

§ 178i. Coordination of activities with Federal 
agencies 

In carrying out the provisions of this sub-
chapter, the Secretaries and the Joint Commis-
sion shall cooperate with each other in the con-
duct of their activities under this subchapter, 
and shall ensure that their activities under this 
subchapter are closely coordinated with the ac-
tivities of other Federal agencies such as the 
Department of the Interior, National Science 
Foundation, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Depart-
ment of Energy, Department of State, Depart-
ment of Defense, Treasury Department, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, and others, in 
order to prevent duplication of effort, ensure 
compatibility with ongoing programs and poli-
cies, and to fully exploit the opportunities in-
herent in the culture and manufacture of native 
latex. 

(Pub. L. 95–592, § 11, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2533; 
Pub. L. 98–284, § 11, May 16, 1984, 98 Stat. 184; 
Pub. L. 102–237, title X, § 1005(2), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 
Stat. 1894.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–237 substituted ‘‘ensure’’ for ‘‘in-
sure’’ in two places. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–284 substituted ‘‘shall cooperate with 
each other in the conduct of their activities under this 
subchapter, and shall insure that their activities under 
this subchapter are closely coordinated with the activi-
ties of other Federal agencies’’ for ‘‘shall insure that 
their activities are closely coordinated with the activi-
ties of other Federal agencies’’ and ‘‘Federal Emer-
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