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section (a) serves at the pleasure of the Chair-
man for a term of two years and may be con-
tinued in that assignment in the same manner 
for one additional term. However, in time of war 
there is no limit on the number of terms. 

(d) GRADE.—Each Assistant to the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff under subsection (a), 
while so serving, holds the grade of major gen-
eral or, in the case of the Navy Reserve, rear ad-
miral. Each such officer shall be considered to 
be serving in a position covered by the limited 
exclusion from the authorized strength of gen-
eral officers and flag officers on active duty pro-
vided by section 526(b) of this title. 

(e) DUTIES.—(1) The Assistant to the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for National Guard 
Matters is an adviser to the Chairman on mat-
ters relating to the National Guard and per-
forms the duties prescribed for that position by 
the Chairman. 

(2) The Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff for Reserve Matters is an adviser 
to the Chairman on matters relating to the re-
serves and performs the duties prescribed for 
that position by the Chairman. 

(f) OTHER RESERVE COMPONENT REPRESENTA-
TION ON JOINT STAFF.—The Secretary of Defense, 
in consultation with the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, shall develop appropriate policy 
guidance to ensure that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the level of representation of re-
serve component officers on the Joint Staff is 
commensurate with the significant role of the 
reserve components within the armed forces. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title V, § 511(a), 
Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1717.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title IX, § 901, Nov. 18, 
1997, 111 Stat. 1853, which was set out as a note under 
section 155 of this title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
112–239, § 511(c). 

§ 156. Legal Counsel to the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff 

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is a Legal Counsel to 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

(b) SELECTION FOR APPOINTMENT.—Under regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, 
the officer selected for appointment to serve as 
Legal Counsel to the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff shall be recommended by a board 
of officers convened by the Secretary of Defense 
that, insofar as practicable, is subject to the 
procedures applicable to selection boards con-
vened under chapter 36 of this title. 

(c) GRADE.—An officer appointed to serve as 
Legal Counsel to the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff shall be appointed in the regular 
grade of brigadier general or rear admiral (lower 
half). 

(d) DUTIES.—(1) The Legal Counsel of the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall per-
form such legal duties in support of the respon-
sibilities of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff as the Chairman may prescribe. 

(2) No officer or employee of the Department 
of Defense may interfere with the ability of the 
Legal Counsel to give independent legal advice 
to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title V, § 543(e)(1), 
Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 115; amended Pub. L. 
110–417, [div. A], title V, § 591, Oct. 14, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4474; Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 501(a), 
Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2272.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 111–84 substituted ‘‘be ap-
pointed in the regular’’ for ‘‘, while so serving, hold 
the’’. 

2008—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110–417 designated existing 
provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 501(b), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 
Stat. 2272, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
subsection (a) [amending this section] shall take effect 
on the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 28, 2009], 
and shall apply with respect to individuals appointed as 
Legal Counsel to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff on or after that date.’’ 
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168. Military-to-military contacts and comparable 
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PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior to enactment of this chapter by Pub. L. 99–433, 
provisions relating to combat commands were con-
tained in section 124 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title VIII, § 848(a)(2), Nov. 
24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1555, added item 167a. 

2001—Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XV, § 1512(b), Dec. 
28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1273, added item 166b. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XIII, § 1316(a)(2), 
Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2899, added item 168. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–190, div. A, title IX, § 902(b), Dec. 5, 
1991, 105 Stat. 1451, added item 166a. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(c) [title IX, § 9115(b)(2)], Oct. 
18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–82, 1783–124, and Pub. L. 99–591, 
§ 101(c) [title IX, § 9115(b)(2)], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 
3341–82, 3341–124; Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title XIII, 
§ 1311(b)(2), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3985, amended analy-
sis identically adding item 167. 

Pub. L. 99–433, title II, § 211(a), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1012, added chapter 6 heading and analysis. 

§ 161. Combatant commands: establishment 

(a) UNIFIED AND SPECIFIED COMBATANT COM-
MANDS.—With the advice and assistance of the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Presi-
dent, through the Secretary of Defense, shall— 

(1) establish unified combatant commands 
and specified combatant commands to perform 
military missions; and 
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