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as directed in view of amendment by Pub. L. 87-381. See
1961 Amendment note below.

1968—Pub. L. 90-377, §2, July b5, 1968, 82 Stat. 288,
added item for chapter 48.

1967—Pub. L. 90-83, §3(2), Sept. 11, 1967, 81 Stat. 220,
struck out item for chapter 80 ‘‘Exemplary Rehabilita-
tion Certificates”.

1966—Pub. L. 89-690, §2, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 1017,
added item for chapter 80.

1962—Pub. L. 87-649, §3(2), Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 493,
added item for chapter 40.

1961—Pub. L. 87-381, §1(2), Oct. 4, 1961, 75 Stat. 810,
substituted ‘‘Retired Servicemen’s Family Protection
Plan” for ‘“‘Annuities Based on Retired or Retainer
Pay’’ in item for chapter 73.

1958—Pub. L. 85-861, §§1(21), (26), (33), 33(a)(4)(B), Sept.
2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1443, 1450, 1455, 1564, substituted ‘‘Gen-
eral Service Requirements’ for ‘‘Service Requirements
for Reserves’ in item for chapter 37, 971" for ‘“[No
present sections]’’ in item for chapter 49, ‘‘Medical and
Dental Care” for ¢Voting by Members of Armed
Forces” in item for chapter 55, and struck out ‘‘Care of
the Dead” and substituted ‘1475 for ‘1481’ in item for
chapter 75.
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507. Extension of enlistment for members needing
medical care or hospitalization.
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and benefits.
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511. College First Program.

[512. Renumbered.]

513. Enlistments: Delayed Entry Program.

514. Bounties prohibited; substitutes prohibited.

515. Reenlistment after discharge as warrant offi-
cer.

516. Effect upon enlisted status of acceptance of
appointment as cadet or midshipman.

517. Authorized daily average: members in pay
grades E-8 and E-9.

518. Temporary enlistments.

519. Temporary enlistments: during war or emer-
gency.

520. Limitation on enlistment and induction of
persons whose score on the Armed Forces
Qualification Test is below a prescribed
level.

[520a. Repealed.]

520Db. Applicants for enlistment: authority to use
funds for the issue of authorized articles.

520c. Recruiting functions: provision of meals and
refreshments.

AMENDMENTS

2004—Pub. L. 108-375, div. A, title V, §551(a)(2), Oct.
28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1911, added item 511.

2003—Pub. L. 108-136, div. A, title X, §1031(a)(8)(B),
Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1597, substituted ‘‘provision of
meals and refreshments’ for ‘‘use of funds” in item
520c.

2002—Pub. L. 107-314, div. A, title V, §531(a)(2), Dec. 2,
2002, 116 Stat. 2544, added item 510.

2000—Pub. L. 106-398, §1 [[div. A], title X, §1076(g)(2)],
Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 16564A-282, struck out item
520a ‘‘Criminal history information for military re-
cruiting purposes’’.
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1996—Pub. L. 104201, div. A, title III, §361(b), Sept. 23,
1996, 110 Stat. 2491, added item 520c.

1994—Pub. L. 103-337, div. A, title XVI, §1671(b)(3),
Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 3013, as amended by Pub. L.
104-106, div. A, title XV, §1501(a)(8)(A), Feb. 10, 1996, 110
Stat. 495, struck out items 510 ‘“‘Reserve components:
qualifications’, 511 ‘‘Reserve components: terms”’, and
512 ‘“‘Reserve components: transfers’.

1989—Pub. L. 101-189, div. A, title V, §501(a)(2), Nov.
29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1435, added item 513.

1985—Pub. L. 99-145, title XIII, §1303(a)(4)(B), Nov. 8,
1985, 99 Stat. 738, substituted ‘‘enlistment” for ‘‘enlist-
ments’ in item 520b.

1984—Pub. L. 98-525, title XIV, §1401(a)(2), Oct. 19,
1984, 98 Stat. 2614, added item 520b.

1982—Pub. L. 97-252, title XI, §1114(b)(3), (c)(2), Sept.
8, 1982, 96 Stat. 749, 750, inserted ‘‘; compilation of di-
rectory information” in item 503, and added item 520a.

1980—Pub. L. 96-342, title III, §302(b)(2), Sept. 8, 1980,
94 Stat. 1083, added item 520.

1968—Pub. L. 90-623, §2(2), Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1314,
struck out ‘‘or national emergency’’ after ‘‘extension of
enlistments during war’’ in item 506.

Pub. L. 90-235, §2(a)(1)(C), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 755, re-
designated item 501 as 502, and added items 501, 503 to
509, 518 and 519.

1962—Pub. L. 87-649, §2(2), Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 492,
added item 517.

1958—Pub. L. 85-861, §1(9)(B), (C), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat.
1440, struck out item 513 ‘‘Reserve components: pro-
motions” and added item 516.

§501. Definition

In this chapter ‘“‘enlistment’” means original
enlistment or reenlistment.

(Added Pub. L. 90-235, §2(a)(1)(B), Jan. 2, 1968, 81
Stat. 753.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 501 was renumbered 502 of this title.

§502. Enlistment oath: who may administer

(a) ENLISTMENT OATH.—Each person enlisting
in an armed force shall take the following oath:
“I, , do solemnly swear
(or affirm) that I will support and defend the
Constitution of the United States against all
enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear
true faith and allegiance to the same; and that
I will obey the orders of the President of the
United States and the orders of the officers ap-
pointed over me, according to regulations and
the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help
me God.”

(b) WHO MAY ADMINISTER.—The oath may be
taken before the President, the Vice-President,
the Secretary of Defense, any commissioned of-
ficer, or any other person designated under regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary of Defense.

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 17, §501; Pub. L.
87-751, §1, Oct. b, 1962, 76 Stat. 748; renumbered
§502, Pub. L. 90-235, §2(a)(1)(A), Jan. 2, 1968, 81
Stat. 753; Pub. L. 101-189, div. A, title VI,
§6563(a)(1), Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1462; Pub. L.
109-364, div. A, title V, §595(a), Oct. 17, 2006, 120
Stat. 2235.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
501 .......... 50:731. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, §8, 64
Stat. 146.
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