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transfer submitted by a member of the armed 
forces serving on active duty who was a victim 
of a sexual assault or other offense covered by 
section 920, 920a, or 920c of this title (article 120, 
120a, or 120c) so as to reduce the possibility of 
retaliation against the member for reporting the 
sexual assault or other offense. 

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretaries of the mili-
tary departments shall issue regulations to 
carry out this section, within guidelines pro-
vided by the Secretary of Defense. These guide-
lines shall provide that the application submit-
ted by a member described in subsection (a) for 
a change of station or unit transfer must be ap-
proved or disapproved by the member’s com-
manding officer within 72 hours of the submis-
sion of the application. Additionally, if the ap-
plication is disapproved by the commanding of-
ficer, the member shall be given the opportunity 
to request review by the first general officer or 
flag officer in the chain of command of the 
member, and that decision must be made within 
72 hours of submission of the request for review. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title V, § 582(a), 
Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1432.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 673 was renumbered section 12302 of 
this title. 

[§ 673a. Renumbered § 12303] 

[§ 673b. Renumbered § 12304] 

[§ 673c. Renumbered § 12305] 

[§ 674. Renumbered § 12306] 

[§ 675. Renumbered § 12307] 

[§ 676. Renumbered § 12308] 

[§ 677. Renumbered § 12309] 

[§ 678. Renumbered § 12310] 

[§ 679. Renumbered § 12311] 

[§ 680. Renumbered § 12312] 

[§ 681. Renumbered § 12313] 

[§ 682. Renumbered § 12314] 

[§ 683. Renumbered § 12315] 

[§ 684. Renumbered § 12316] 

[§ 685. Renumbered § 12317] 

[§ 686. Renumbered § 12318] 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 686, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 32; Apr. 21, 1976, Pub. L. 94–273, § 11(2), 90 Stat. 378, 
provided for an annual officer grade distribution report, 
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 96–107, title III, § 303(a)(1), 
Nov. 9, 1979, 93 Stat. 806. 

[§ 687. Renumbered § 12319] 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 687 was renumbered section 12321 of 
this title. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 687, added Pub. L. 87–651, title I, 
§ 102(a), Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 506; amended Pub. L. 

89–718, § 6, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1115, related to 
readjustment payment upon involuntary release of 
non-regulars from active duty, prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 96–513, title I, § 109(a), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2870, ef-
fective Sept. 15, 1981. 

§ 688. Retired members: authority to order to ac-
tive duty; duties 

(a) AUTHORITY.—Under regulations prescribed 
by the Secretary of Defense, a member described 
in subsection (b) may be ordered to active duty 
by the Secretary of the military department 
concerned at any time. 

(b) COVERED MEMBERS.—Except as provided in 
subsection (d), subsection (a) applies to the fol-
lowing members of the armed forces: 

(1) A retired member of the Regular Army, 
Regular Navy, Regular Air Force, or Regular 
Marine Corps. 

(2) A member of the Retired Reserve who 
was retired under section 1293, 3911, 3914, 6323, 
8911, or 8914 of this title. 

(3) A member of the Fleet Reserve or Fleet 
Marine Corps Reserve. 

(c) DUTIES OF MEMBER ORDERED TO ACTIVE 
DUTY.—The Secretary concerned may, to the ex-
tent consistent with other provisions of law, as-
sign a member ordered to active duty under this 
section to such duties as the Secretary considers 
necessary in the interests of national defense. 

(d) EXCLUSION OF OFFICERS RETIRED ON SELEC-
TIVE EARLY RETIREMENT BASIS.—The following 
officers may not be ordered to active duty under 
this section: 

(1) An officer who retired under section 638 
of this title. 

(2) An officer who— 
(A) after having been notified that the offi-

cer was to be considered for early retirement 
under section 638 of this title by a board con-
vened under section 611(b) of this title and 
before being considered by that board, re-
quested retirement under section 3911, 6323, 
or 8911 of this title; and 

(B) was retired pursuant to that request. 

(e) LIMITATION OF PERIOD OF RECALL SERV-
ICE.—(1) A member ordered to active duty under 
subsection (a) may not serve on active duty pur-
suant to orders under that subsection for more 
than 12 months within the 24 months following 
the first day of the active duty to which ordered 
under that subsection. 

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to the follow-
ing officers: 

(A) A chaplain who is assigned to duty as a 
chaplain for the period of active duty to which 
ordered. 

(B) A health care professional (as character-
ized by the Secretary concerned) who is as-
signed to duty as a health care professional for 
the period of active duty to which ordered. 

(C) An officer assigned to duty with the 
American Battle Monuments Commission for 
the period of active duty to which ordered. 

(D) An officer who is assigned to duty as a 
defense attaché or service attaché for the pe-
riod of active duty to which ordered. 

(f) WAIVER FOR PERIODS OF WAR OR NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY.—Subsections (d) and (e) do not 
apply in time of war or of national emergency 
declared by Congress or the President. 
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