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‘‘(5) Subsequent requests to the Secretaries of the 
military departments for review of award recom-
mendations for such acts have been denied because of 
restrictions in law and regulations that require time-
ly filing of such recommendations and documented 
justification. 

‘‘(6) Acts of heroism, sacrifice, and bravery per-
formed in combat by members of the Armed Forces 
deserve appropriate and timely recognition by the 
people of the United States. 

‘‘(7) It is appropriate to recognize acts of heroism, 
sacrifice, or bravery that are belatedly, but properly, 
documented by persons who witnessed those acts. 
‘‘(b) WAIVER OF TIME LIMITATIONS FOR RECOMMENDA-

TIONS FOR AWARDS.—(1) Any decoration covered by 
paragraph (2) may be awarded, without regard to any 
time limit imposed by law or regulation for a recom-
mendation for such award to any person for actions by 
that person in the Southeast Asia theater of operations 
while serving on active duty during the Vietnam era. 
The waiver of time limitations under this paragraph 
applies only in the case of awards for acts of valor for 
which a request for consideration is submitted under 
subsection (c). 

‘‘(2) Paragraph (1) applies to any decoration (includ-
ing any device in lieu of a decoration) that, during or 
after the Vietnam era and before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Feb. 10, 1996], was authorized by law 
or under regulations of the Department of Defense or 
the military department concerned to be awarded to 
members of the Armed Forces for acts of valor. 

‘‘(c) REVIEW OF REQUESTS FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
AWARDS.—(1) The Secretary of each military depart-
ment shall review each request for consideration of 
award of a decoration described in subsection (b) that 
are received by the Secretary during the one-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of enactment of this Act 
[Feb. 10, 1996]. 

‘‘(2) The Secretaries shall begin the review within 30 
days after the date of the enactment of this Act and 
shall complete the review of each request for consider-
ation not later than one year after the date on which 
the request is received. 

‘‘(3) The Secretary may use the same process for car-
rying out the review as the Secretary uses for review-
ing other recommendations for award of decorations to 
members of the Armed Forces under the Secretary’s ju-
risdiction for valorous acts. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—(1) Upon completing the review of each 
such request under subsection (c), the Secretary shall 
submit a report on the review to the Committee on 
Armed Services of the Senate and the Committee on 
National Security of the House of Representatives [now 
Committee on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives]. 

‘‘(2) The report shall include, with respect to each re-
quest for consideration received, the following informa-
tion: 

‘‘(A) A summary of the request for consideration. 
‘‘(B) The findings resulting from the review. 
‘‘(C) The final action taken on the request for con-

sideration. 
‘‘(e) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this section: 

‘‘(1) The term ‘Vietnam era’ has the meaning given 
that term in section 101 of title 38, United States 
Code. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘active duty’ has the meaning given 
that term in section 101 of title 10, United States 
Code.’’ 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL PREVENTED BY SE-
CRECY FROM BEING CONSIDERED FOR DECORATIONS 
AND AWARDS 

Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 523, Feb. 10, 1996, 110 
Stat. 311, as amended by Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title V, 
§ 575, Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1758, provided that: 

‘‘(a) WAIVER ON RESTRICTIONS OF AWARDS.—(1) Any 
decoration covered by paragraph (2) may be awarded, 
without regard to any time limit imposed by law or 
regulation for a recommendation for such award, to 

any person for an act, achievement, or service that the 
person performed in carrying out military intelligence 
duties during the period beginning on January 1, 1940, 
and ending on December 31, 1990. 

‘‘(2) Paragraph (1) applies to any decoration (includ-
ing any device in lieu of a decoration) that, during or 
after the period described in paragraph (1) and before 
the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 10, 1996], 
was authorized by law or under the regulations of the 
Department of Defense or the military department con-
cerned to be awarded to a person for an act, achieve-
ment, or service performed by that person while serv-
ing on active duty. 

‘‘(b) REVIEW OF REQUESTS FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
AWARDS.—(1) The Secretary of each military depart-
ment shall review each request for consideration of 
award of a decoration described in subsection (a) that 
is received by the Secretary during the period begin-
ning on February 10, 1996, and ending on February 9, 
1998. 

‘‘(2) The Secretaries shall begin the review within 30 
days after the date of the enactment of this Act and 
shall complete the review of each request for consider-
ation not later than one year after the date on which 
the request is received. 

‘‘(3) The Secretary may use the same process for car-
rying out the review as the Secretary uses for review-
ing other recommendations for awarding decorations to 
members of the Armed Forces under the Secretary’s ju-
risdiction for acts, achievements, or service. 

‘‘(c) REPORT.—(1) Upon completing the review of each 
such request under subsection (b), the Secretary shall 
submit a report on the review to the Committee on 
Armed Services of the Senate and the Committee on 
National Security of the House of Representatives [now 
Committee on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives]. 

‘‘(2) The report shall include, with respect to each re-
quest for consideration reviewed, the following infor-
mation: 

‘‘(A) A summary of the request for consideration. 
‘‘(B) The findings resulting from the review. 
‘‘(C) The final action taken on the request for con-

sideration. 
‘‘(D) Administrative or legislative recommenda-

tions to improve award procedures with respect to 
military intelligence personnel. 
‘‘(d) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this section, the 

term ‘active duty’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 101 of title 10, United States Code.’’ 

ELIGIBILITY FOR ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL 
BASED UPON SERVICE IN EL SALVADOR 

Section 525 of Pub. L. 104–106 provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of determining eli-

gibility of members and former members of the Armed 
Forces for the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, the 
country of El Salvador during the period beginning on 
January 1, 1981 and ending on February 1, 1992, shall be 
treated as having been designated as an area and a pe-
riod of time in which members of the Armed Forces 
participated in operations in significant numbers and 
otherwise met the general requirements for the award 
of that medal. 

‘‘(b) INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION.—The Secretary of 
the military department concerned shall determine 
whether individual members or former members of the 
Armed Forces who served in El Salvador during the pe-
riod beginning on January 1, 1981 and ending on Feb-
ruary 1, 1992 meet the individual service requirements 
for award of the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal as 
established in applicable regulations. Such determina-
tions shall be made as expeditiously as possible after 
the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 10, 1996].’’ 

§ 1131. Purple Heart: limitation to members of 
the armed forces 

The decoration known as the Purple Heart 
(authorized to be awarded pursuant to Executive 
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Order 11016) may only be awarded to a person 
who is a member of the armed forces at the time 
the person is killed or wounded under circum-
stances otherwise qualifying that person for 
award of the Purple Heart. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title V, § 571(a)(1), 
Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1756.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Executive Order 11016, referred to in text, is not clas-
sified to the Code. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title V, § 571(b), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 
Stat. 1756, provided that: ‘‘Section 1131 of title 10, 
United States Code, as added by subsection (a), shall 
apply with respect to persons who are killed or wound-
ed after the end of the 180-day period beginning on the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 18, 1997].’’ 

§ 1132. Presentation of decorations: prohibition 
on entering correctional facilities for presen-
tation to prisoners convicted of serious vio-
lent felonies 

(a) PROHIBITION.—A member of the armed 
forces may not enter a Federal, State, local, or 
foreign correctional facility to present a decora-
tion to a person who is incarcerated due to con-
viction of a serious violent felony. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘decoration’’ means any deco-

ration or award that may be presented or 
awarded to a member of the armed forces. 

(2) The term ‘‘serious violent felony’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 
3559(c)(2)(F) of title 18. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title V, § 537(a), 
Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2019.) 

§ 1133. Bronze Star: limitation on persons eligible 
to receive 

The decoration known as the ‘‘Bronze Star’’ 
may only be awarded to a member of a military 
force who— 

(1) at the time of the events for which the 
decoration is to be awarded, was serving in a 
geographic area in which special pay is au-
thorized under section 310 or paragraph (1) or 
(3) of section 351(a) of title 37; or 

(2) receives special pay under section 310 or 
paragraph (1) or (3) of section 351(a) of title 37 
as a result of those events. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title V, 
§ 541(a)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–114; 
amended Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title V, § 571(a), 
Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4222.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 111–383 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The decoration 
known as the ‘Bronze Star’ may only be awarded to a 
member of the armed forces who is in receipt of special 
pay under section 310 of title 37 at the time of the 
events for which the decoration is to be awarded or who 
receives such pay as a result of those events.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title V, § 571(c), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 
Stat. 4223, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
subsection (a) [amending this section] applies to the 
award of the Bronze Star after October 30, 2000.’’ 

§ 1134. Medal of honor: award to individual in-
terred in Tomb of the Unknowns as rep-
resentative of casualties of a war 

The medal of honor awarded posthumously to 
a deceased member of the armed forces who, as 
an unidentified casualty of a particular war or 
other armed conflict, is interred in the Tomb of 
the Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery, 
Virginia, is awarded to the member as the rep-
resentative of the members of the armed forces 
who died in such war or other armed conflict 
and whose remains have not been identified, and 
not to the individual personally. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title V, § 561(a), 
Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1917.) 

§ 1135. Replacement of military decorations 

(a) REPLACEMENT.—In addition to other au-
thorities available to the Secretary concerned 
to replace a military decoration, the Secretary 
concerned shall replace, on a one-time basis and 
without charge, a military decoration upon the 
request of the recipient of the military decora-
tion or the immediate next of kin of a deceased 
recipient. 

(b) MILITARY DECORATION DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘decoration’’ means any deco-
ration or award (other than the medal of honor) 
that may be presented or awarded by the Presi-
dent or the Secretary concerned to a member of 
the armed forces. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–417, [div. A], title V, § 571(a), 
Oct. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4471.) 

CHAPTER 58—BENEFITS AND SERVICES FOR 
MEMBERS BEING SEPARATED OR RE-
CENTLY SEPARATED 

Sec. 

1141. Involuntary separation defined. 
1142. Preseparation counseling; transmittal of 

medical records to Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

1143. Employment assistance. 
1143a. Encouragement of postseparation public and 

community service. 
1144. Employment assistance, job training assist-

ance, and other transitional services: De-
partment of Labor. 

1145. Health benefits. 
1146. Commissary and exchange benefits. 
1147. Use of military family housing. 
1148. Relocation assistance for personnel overseas. 
1149. Excess leave and permissive temporary duty. 
1150. Affiliation with Guard and Reserve units: 

waiver of certain limitations. 
1151. Retention of assistive technology and serv-

ices provided before separation. 
1152. Assistance to eligible members and former 

members to obtain employment with law 
enforcement agencies. 

1153. Assistance to separated members to obtain 
employment with health care providers. 

1154. Assistance to eligible members and former 
members to obtain employment as teach-
ers: Troops-to-Teachers Program. 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title V, § 541(b)(2), Jan. 2, 
2013, 126 Stat. 1735, added item 1154. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title V, § 561(b), Oct. 17, 
2006, 120 Stat. 2220, added item 1151. 

1999—Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title XVII, § 1707(a)(2), 
Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 823, struck out item 1151 ‘‘Assist-
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