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ADDITIONAL REPEAL

Sections were also repealed by Pub. L. 88-130,
§1(10)(A), Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 177.

[§§ 247, 248. Repealed. Pub. L. 88-130, § 1(10)(A),
Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 177]

Section 247, added act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 684, §1(2), 69
Stat. 620; amended May 14, 1960, Pub. L. 86-474, §1(17),
74 Stat. 146, related to involuntary retirement of rear
admirals and to their retention on active list. See sec-
tion 290 of this title.

Section 248, added act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 684, §1(2), 69
Stat. 620, related to involuntary retirement of captains
and to their retention on active list. See section 289 of
this title.

B. SELECTION FOR PROMOTION

§251. Selection boards; convening of boards

At least once a year and at such other times
as the needs of the service require, the Sec-
retary shall convene selection boards to rec-
ommend for promotion to the next higher grade
officers on the active duty promotion list in
each grade from lieutenant (junior grade)
through captain, with separate boards for each
grade. However, the Secretary is not required to
convene a board to recommend officers for pro-
motion to a grade when no vacancies exist in
the grade concerned, and he estimates that none
will occur in the next twelve months.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 178.)

§ 252. Selection boards; composition of boards

A board convened under section 251 of this
title shall consist of five or more officers on the
active duty promotion list who are serving in or
above the grade to which the board may rec-
ommend officers for promotion. No officer may
be a member of two successive boards convened
to consider officers of the same grade for pro-
motion.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 179.)

§253. Selection boards; notice of convening; com-
munication with board

(a) Before a board is convened under section
251 of this title, notice of the convening date,
the promotion zone to be considered, and the of-
ficers eligible for consideration shall be given to
the service at large.

(b) Each officer eligible for consideration by a
selection board convened under section 251 of
this title may send a communication through
official channels to the board, to arrive not later
than the date the board convenes, inviting at-
tention to any matter of record in the armed
forces concerning himself. A communication
sent under this section may not criticize any of-
ficer or reflect upon the character, conduct, or
motive of any officer.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 179; amended Pub. L. 89-444, §1(15), June 9,
1966, 80 Stat. 196; Pub. L. 111-281, title II, §212(1),
Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 2914.)

AMENDMENTS

2010—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111-281 inserted ‘‘and’’ after
‘“‘zone to be considered,” and struck out ‘‘, and the
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number of officers the board may recommend for pro-
motion’ after ‘‘eligible for consideration”.

1966—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89-444 added officers eligible
for consideration to list of items for which notice must
be given to the service at large before a board is con-
vened under section 251 of this title.

§ 254. Selection boards; oath of members

Each member of a selection board shall
swear—

(1) that the member will, without prejudice
or partiality, and having in view both the spe-
cial fitness of officers and the efficiency of the
Coast Guard, perform the duties imposed upon
the member; and

(2) an oath in accordance with section 635.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 179; amended Pub. L. 112-213, title II, §207,
Dec. 20, 2012, 126 Stat. 1546.)
AMENDMENTS

2012—Pub. L. 112-213 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Each member of
a selection board shall swear that he will, without prej-
udice or partiality, and having in view both the special
fitness of officers and the efficiency of the Coast Guard,
perform the duties imposed upon him.”

§255. Number of officers to be selected for pro-
motion

Before convening a board under section 251 of
this title to recommend officers for promotion
to any grade, the Secretary shall determine the
total number of officers to be selected for pro-
motion to that grade. This number shall be
equal to the number of vacancies existing in the
grade, plus the number of additional vacancies
estimated for the next twelve months, less the
number of officers on the selection list for the
grade.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 179.)

§ 256. Promotion zones

(a) Before convening a selection board to rec-
ommend officers for promotion to any grade
above lieutenant (junior grade) and below rear
admiral (lower half), the Secretary shall estab-
lish a promotion zone for the grade to be consid-
ered. The promotion zone for each grade shall
consist of the most senior officers of that grade
on the active duty promotion list who are eligi-
ble for consideration for promotion to the next
higher grade and who have not previously been
placed in a promotion zone for selection for pro-
motion to the next higher grade. The number of
officers in each zone shall be determined after
considering—

(1) the needs of the service;

(2) the estimated numbers of vacancies
available in future years to provide com-
parable opportunity for promotion of officers
in successive year groups; and

(3) the extent to which current terms of
service in that grade conform to a desirable
career promotion pattern.

However, such number of officers shall not ex-
ceed the number to be selected for promotion di-
vided by six-tenths.

(b) Promotion zones from which officers will
be selected for promotion to the grade of rear
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