[§ 489

[§489. Repealed. Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 837, title V,
§502(8)(A), 70 Stat. 886]

Section, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 534, provided
for payment of a death gratuity to survivors of officers
and enlisted men of Regular Coast Guard. See sections
1475 to 1480 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

[§490. Repealed. Pub. L. 88-558, §7(2), Aug. 31,
1964, 78 Stat. 768]

Section, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, §1, 63 Stat. 534; Aug.
3, 1950, ch. 536, §26, 64 Stat. 407; Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L.
85-738, §1, 72 Stat. 832; Sept. 15, 1965, Pub. L. 89-185, §2,
79 Stat. 789, provided for settlement of claims of mili-
tary and civilian personnel. See section 3721 of Title 31,
Money and Finance.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 88-558, §7, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 768, provided
that the repeal of this section is effective two years
from Aug. 31, 1964.

REPEALS

Pub. L. 89-185, Sept. 15, 1965, 79 Stat. 789, which
amended this section, and Pub. L. 88-558, Aug. 31, 1964,
78 Stat. 767, which repealed this section and struck out
item 490 in the analysis of sections comprising this
chapter, were repealed by Pub. L. 97-258, §5(b), Sept. 13,
1982, 96 Stat. 1068.

§491. Medal of honor

The President may award, and present in the
name of Congress, a medal of honor of appro-
priate design, with ribbons and appurtenances,
to a person who, while a member of the Coast
Guard, distinguishes himself conspicuously by
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty—

(1) while engaged in an action against an
enemy of the United States;

(2) while engaged in military operations in-
volving conflict with an opposing foreign
force;

(3) while serving with friendly foreign forces
engaged in an armed conflict against an oppos-
ing armed force in which the United States is
not a belligerent party.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 535; Pub. L. 88-717,
§4, July 25, 1963, 77 Stat. 95.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

This section is new insofar as application to Coast
Guard personnel in time of peace is concerned. Such
awards can be made to members of the Coast Guard
when the Coast Guard is operating with the Navy.

The language is parallel to that found in title 34,
U.S.C., 1946 ed., §354, providing for awards to personnel
of the Navy. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1963—Pub. L. 88-77 enlarged the authority to award
the medal of honor, which was limited to those cases in
which persons, while in the service of the Coast Guard,
distinguished themselves in action involving actual
conflict with an enemy, or in the line of his profession,
and without detriment to the mission of his command
or to the command to which attached, to permit its
award for distinguished service by members of the
Coast Guard while engaged in an action against an
enemy of the United States, while engaged in military
operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign
force, or while serving with friendly foreign forces en-
gaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed
force in which the United States is not a belligerent
party, and substituted the requirement that it be of ap-
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propriate design, with ribbons and appurtenances, for
the requirement that the design be the same as that of
the Navy medal of honor.

§491a. Coast Guard cross

The President may award a Coast Guard cross
of appropriate design, with ribbons and appur-
tenances, to a person who, while serving in any
capacity with the Coast Guard, when the Coast
Guard is not operating under the Department of
the Navy, distinguishes himself or herself by ex-
traordinary heroism not justifying the award of
a medal of honor—

(1) while engaged in an action against an
enemy of the United States;

(2) while engaged in military operations in-
volving conflict with an opposing foreign force
or international terrorist organization; or

(3) while serving with friendly foreign forces
engaged in an armed conflict against an oppos-
ing armed force in which the United States is
not a belligerent party.

(Added Pub. L. 111-281, title II, §224(a), Oct. 15,
2010, 124 Stat. 2921.)

§492. Distinguished service medal

The President may present, but not in the
name of Congress, a distinguished service medal
of appropriate design, with accompanying rib-
bon, together with a rosette or other device, to
be worn in lieu thereof, to any person who, while
serving in any capacity with the Coast Guard,
distinguishes himself by exceptionally meritori-
ous service to the Government in a duty of great
responsibility.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 535.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

This section is new insofar as application to Coast
Guard personnel in time of peace is concerned. Such
awards can be made to members of the Coast Guard
when the Coast Guard is operating with the Navy.

The language is parallel to that found in title 34,
U.S.C., 1946 ed., §355, providing for awards to personnel
of the Navy. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557.

EX. ORD. NoO. 12824. ESTABLISHING THE HOMELAND
SECURITY DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL

Ex. Ord. No. 12824, Dec. 7, 1992, 57 F.R. 58121, as
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, §29, Feb. 28, 2003, 63 F.R.
10625; Ex. Ord. No. 13569, §1, Apr. 5, 2011, 76 F.R. 19891,
provided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America and as Commander in Chief of the Armed
Forces of the United States, it is ordered as follows:

SECTION 1. There is hereby established a Homeland
Security Distinguished Service Medal, with accom-
panying ribbons and appurtenances, for award by the
Secretary of Homeland Security to any member of the
Armed Forces of the United States who has provided
exceptionally meritorious service in a duty of great re-
sponsibility while assigned in the Department of Home-
land Security, or in other activities under the respon-
sibility of the Secretary of Homeland Security, either
national or international, as may be assigned by the
Secretary.

SEC. 2. The Homeland Security Distinguished Service
Medal and appurtenances thereto shall be of appro-
priate design approved by the Secretary of Homeland
Security and shall be awarded under such regulations
as the Secretary shall prescribe. These regulations
shall place the Homeland Security Distinguished Serv-
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