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ed., § 1416 and title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 359.) 81st Con-
gress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2001—Pub. L. 107–107 inserted ‘‘stolen,’’ before ‘‘lost,’’. 

§ 502. Award of other medals 

Coast Guard personnel, notwithstanding the 
provisions of this chapter, may be awarded med-
als, bars, emblems, or insignia to which such 
personnel may be entitled under other provi-
sions of law. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section insures that the preceding sections are 
not intended to prevent Coast Guard military personnel 
from receiving other medals, the legion of merit, for 
example. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557. 

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL 

Medal established as an award for outstanding meri-
torious achievement or service to the United States, 
see Ex. Ord. No. 11448, Jan. 16, 1969, 34 F.R. 915, as 
amended, set out as a note preceding section 1121 of 
Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 503. Awards and insignia for excellence in serv-
ice or conduct 

The Coast Guard may award trophies, badges, 
and cash prizes to Coast Guard personnel or 
groups thereof, including personnel of the re-
serve components thereof whether or not on ac-
tive duty, for excellence in accomplishments re-
lated to Coast Guard service, to incur such ex-
penses as may be necessary to enter such per-
sonnel in competitions, and to provide badges or 
buttons in recognition of special service, good 
conduct, and discharge under conditions other 
than dishonorable. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on the following language contained in the 
Coast Guard appropriation act for 1949, ‘‘Pay and Al-
lowances’’ and preceding years: ‘‘not exceeding $10,000 
for cash prizes for men for excellence in boatmanship, 
gunnery, target practice, and engineering competi-
tions’’ (June 19, 1948, ch. 558, 62 Stat. 561). 

This section expands the language contained in the 
appropriation act to include the awarding of trophies 
and badges, and to include in the accomplishments for 
which such awards may be made, excellence in any 
field related to Coast Guard duty. 81st Congress, House 
Report No. 557. 

§ 504. Medal of honor: duplicate medal 

A person awarded a medal of honor shall, upon 
written application of that person, be issued, 
without charge, one duplicate medal of honor 
with ribbons and appurtenances. Such duplicate 
medal of honor shall be marked, in such manner 
as the Secretary may determine, as a duplicate 
or for display purposes only. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title V, 
§ 553(d)(1)(A), Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1116.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 504, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 
537, related to disposition of the remains of deceased 
Coast Guard personnel, prior to repeal by act July 15, 
1954, ch. 507, § 14(c)(5), 68 Stat. 481. For provisions relat-

ing to recovery, care, and disposition of the remains of 
deceased personnel of the uniformed services and de-
ceased civilian personnel, see section 1481 of Title 10, 
Armed Forces. 

§ 505. Medal of honor: presentation of Medal of 
Honor Flag 

The President shall provide for the presen-
tation of the Medal of Honor Flag designated 
under section 903 of title 36 to each person to 
whom a medal of honor is awarded under section 
491 of this title. Presentation of the flag shall be 
made at the same time as the presentation of 
the medal under section 491 or 498 of this title. 
In the case of a posthumous presentation of the 
medal, the flag shall be presented to the person 
to whom the medal is presented. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–248, title VIII, § 8143(c)(4)(A), 
Oct. 23, 2002, 116 Stat. 1571; amended Pub. L. 
107–314, div. A, title X, § 1062(b)(1), Dec. 2, 2002, 
116 Stat. 2650; Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title V, 
§ 555(a), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2217.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 505, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 
537, related to escorts to the place of burial for the bod-
ies of deceased Coast Guard personnel, prior to repeal 
by act July 15, 1954, ch. 507, § 14(c)(5), 68 Stat. 481. For 
provisions relating to recovery, care, and disposition of 
the remains of deceased personnel of the uniformed 
services and deceased civilian personnel, see section 
1481 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–364 struck out ‘‘after October 23, 
2002’’ after ‘‘section 491 of this title’’ and inserted at 
end ‘‘In the case of a posthumous presentation of the 
medal, the flag shall be presented to the person to 
whom the medal is presented.’’ 

2002—Pub. L. 107–314 substituted ‘‘October 23, 2002’’ 
for ‘‘the date of the enactment of this section’’. 

PRESENTATION OF FLAG FOR PRIOR RECIPIENTS OF 
MEDAL OF HONOR 

President to provide for the presentation of the 
Medal of Honor Flag to living recipients of the Medal 
of Honor as expeditiously as possible after Oct. 17, 2006, 
and for posthumous presentation to survivors of de-
ceased recipients of the Medal of Honor upon written 
application therefor, see section 555(b) of Pub. L. 
109–364, set out as a note under section 3755 of Title 10, 
Armed Forces. 

[§ 506. Repealed. July 15, 1954, ch. 507, § 14(c)(5), 
68 Stat. 481] 

Section, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 537, related 
to the issue of the national flag to be used for draping 
the coffin of any deceased member of the Coast Guard. 
For provisions relating to recovery, care, and disposi-
tion of the remains of deceased personnel of the uni-
formed services and deceased civilian personnel, see 
section 1481 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 507. Disposition of effects of decedents 

All moneys, articles of value, papers, keep-
sakes, and other similar effects belonging to the 
deceased persons in the Coast Guard, not 
claimed by their legal heirs or next of kin, shall 
be deposited in safe custody, and if any such 
moneys, articles of value, papers, keepsakes, or 
other similar effects so deposited have been, or 
shall hereafter be, unclaimed for a period of two 
years from the date of the death of such person, 
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such articles and effects shall be sold and the 
proceeds thereof, together with the moneys 
above mentioned, shall be deposited in the 
Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. The Sec-
retary shall make diligent inquiry in every in-
stance after the death of such person to ascer-
tain the whereabouts of his heirs or next of kin, 
and prescribe necessary regulations to carry out 
the foregoing provisions. Claims may be pre-
sented hereunder at any time within five years 
after such moneys or proceeds have been so de-
posited in the Treasury, and, when supported by 
competent proof in any case after such deposit 
in the Treasury, shall be certified to Congress 
for consideration. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 538.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derived from title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 942 (Mar. 29, 
1918, ch. 31, 40 Stat. 499). 

Said section provided for the disposition of effects of 
deceased naval personnel. It is believed similar provi-
sions should be made for Coast Guard personnel. 

Said section would in no way be affected. 81st Con-
gress, House Report No. 557. 

§ 508. Deserters; payment of expenses incident to 
apprehension and delivery; penalties 

(a) The Coast Guard may, pursuant to regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary, make such ex-
penditures as are deemed necessary for the ap-
prehension and delivery of deserters, stragglers, 
and prisoners. 

(b) No person who is convicted by court mar-
tial for desertion from the Coast Guard in time 
of war, and as the result of such conviction is 
dismissed or dishonorably discharged from the 
Coast Guard shall afterwards be enlisted, ap-
pointed, or commissioned in any military or 
naval service under the United States, unless 
the disability resulting from desertion, as estab-
lished by this section is removed by a board of 
commissioned officers of the Coast Guard con-
vened for consideration of the case, and the ac-
tion of the Board is approved by the Secretary; 
or unless he is restored to duty in time of war. 

(Added May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 16(a), 64 Stat. 148; 
amended July 10, 1952, ch. 631, § 2, 66 Stat. 540.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1952—Subsec. (a). Act July 10, 1952, authorized reim-
bursement of necessary expenses to persons other than 
civil officers, and added stragglers and prisoners to 
class of offenders. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective May 31, 1951, see act May 5, 1950, ch. 
169, § 5, 64 Stat. 145. 

§ 509. Persons discharged as result of court-mar-
tial; allowances to 

The Secretary may furnish persons discharged 
pursuant to the sentence of a Coast Guard court- 
martial suitable civilian clothing and a mone-
tary allowance not to exceed $25 if the person 
discharged would not otherwise have suitable 
clothing or funds to meet immediate needs. 

(Added May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 16(a), 64 Stat. 148; 
amended Pub. L. 90–377, § 8, July 5, 1968, 82 Stat. 
288.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–377 substituted ‘‘Persons discharged 
as result of court-martial; allowances to’’ for ‘‘Pris-
oners; allowances to; transportation’’ in section catch-
line, and struck out provision that persons confined in 
prisons in pursuance of the sentence of a Coast Guard 
court shall during such confinement, be allowed a rea-
sonable sum, not to exceed $3 per month, for necessary 
prison expenses and the provision that the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard may transport to their 
homes or places of enlistment, as he may designate, all 
discharged prisoners, the expense of such transpor-
tation to be paid out of any money to the credit of pris-
oners when discharged. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective May 31, 1951, see act May 5, 1950, ch. 
169, § 5, 64 Stat. 145. 

§ 510. Shore patrol duty; payment of expenses 

An officer or cadet of the Coast Guard who is 
assigned shore patrol duty away from his vessel 
or other duty station may be paid his actual ex-
penses. 

(Added Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 14(a), 70A Stat. 
624.) 

§ 511. Compensatory absence from duty for mili-
tary personnel at isolated duty stations 

The Secretary may grant compensatory ab-
sence from duty to military personnel of the 
Coast Guard serving at isolated duty stations of 
the Coast Guard when conditions of duty result 
in confinement because of isolation or in long 
periods of continuous duty. 

(Added Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 650, § 4, 69 Stat. 577; 
amended Pub. L. 94–546, § 1(32), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2521; Pub. L. 107–295, title III, § 312(a), Nov. 
25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2102.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–295 substituted ‘‘Compensatory ab-
sence from duty for military personnel at isolated duty 
stations’’ for ‘‘Compensatory absence of military per-
sonnel at isolated aids to navigation’’ in section catch-
line and amended text generally. Prior to amendment, 
text read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary, under regulations 
prescribed by him, may grant compensatory absence 
from duty to military personnel of the Coast Guard 
serving in lightships and at lighthouses and other iso-
lated aids to navigation of the Coast Guard when condi-
tions of duty result in confinement because of isola-
tions or in long periods of continuous duty.’’ 

1976—Pub. L. 94–546 substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for 
‘‘head of the department in which the Coast Guard is 
operating’’. 

§ 512. Monetary allowance for transportation of 
household effects 

The transportation and reimbursement au-
thorized by subsection (b) of section 476 of title 
37 shall be available hereafter to pay a monetary 
allowance in place of such transportation to a 
member who, under regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary, participates in a program des-
ignated by the Secretary in which his baggage 
and household effects are moved by a privately 
owned or rental vehicle. This allowance shall 
not be limited to reimbursement for actual ex-
penses and may be paid in advance of the trans-
portation of the baggage and household effects. 
The allowance shall, however, be in an amount 
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