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ing Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Technology
Policy until the Assistant Secretary takes office.”

COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS

Pub. L. 100-519, title II, §201(f), as added by Pub. L.
100-685, title II, §219, Nov. 17, 1988, 102 Stat. 4095, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘Nothing in this section [amending this sec-
tion, sections 3703 and 3710 of this title, and section 5314
of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees,
and enacting provisions formerly set out as a note
above] authorizes the Department to establish an Of-
fice of Commercial Space Programs or to place such an
office into the Technology Administration without
prior authorization of the Congress.”

§3704a. Clearinghouse for State and Local Initia-
tives on Productivity, Technology, and Inno-
vation

(a) Establishment

There is established within the Office of Pro-
ductivity, Technology, and Innovation a Clear-
inghouse for State and Local Initiatives on Pro-
ductivity, Technology, and Innovation. The
Clearinghouse shall serve as a central repository
of information on initiatives by State and local
governments to enhance the competitiveness of
American business through the stimulation of
productivity, technology, and innovation and
Federal efforts to assist State and local govern-
ments to enhance competitiveness.

(b) Responsibilities

The Clearinghouse may—

(1) establish relationships with State and
local governments, and regional and multi-
state organizations of such governments,
which carry out such initiatives;

(2) collect information on the nature, extent,
and effects of such initiatives, particularly in-
formation useful to the Congress, Federal
agencies, State and local governments, re-
gional and multistate organizations of such
governments, businesses, and the public
throughout the United States;

(3) disseminate information collected under
paragraph (2) through reports, directories,
handbooks, conferences, and seminars;

(4) provide technical assistance and advice
to such governments with respect to such ini-
tiatives, including assistance in determining
sources of assistance from Federal agencies
which may be available to support such initia-
tives;

(5) study ways in which Federal agencies, in-
cluding Federal laboratories, are able to use
their existing policies and programs to assist
State and local governments, and regional and
multistate organizations of such governments,
to enhance the competitiveness of American
business;

(6) make periodic recommendations to the
Secretary, and to other Federal agencies upon
their request, concerning modifications in
Federal policies and programs which would
improve Federal assistance to State and local
technology and business assistance programs;

(7) develop methodologies to evaluate State
and local programs, and, when requested, ad-
vise State and local governments, and regional
and multistate organizations of such govern-
ments, as to which programs are most effec-
tive in enhancing the competitiveness of
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American business through the stimulation of
productivity, technology, and innovation; and
(8) make use of, and disseminate, the nation-
wide study of State industrial extension pro-
grams conducted by the Secretary.
(c) Contracts

In carrying out subsection (b) of this section,
the Secretary may enter into contracts for the
purpose of collecting information on the nature,
extent, and effects of initiatives.

(Pub. L. 96-480, §6, as added Pub. L. 100418, title
V, §5122(a)(2), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 1438.)

CODIFICATION

Subsec. (d) of this section, which required the Sec-
retary to prepare and transmit a triennial report to
Congress, including recommendations to the President,
Congress, and Federal agencies, on initiatives by State
and local governments to enhance the competitiveness
of American businesses through the stimulation of pro-
ductivity, technology, and innovation, terminated, ef-
fective May 15, 2000, pursuant to section 3003 of Pub. L.
104-66, as amended, set out as a note under section 1113
of Title 31, Money and Finance. See, also, page 50 of
House Document No. 103-7.

§ 3704b. National Technical Information Service
(a) Powers

(1) The Secretary of Commerce, acting
through the Director of the National Technical
Information Service (hereafter in this section
referred to as the ‘‘Director’’) is authorized to do
the following:

(A) Enter into such contracts, cooperative
agreements, joint ventures, and other trans-
actions, in accordance with all relevant provi-
sions of Federal law applicable to such con-
tracts and agreements, and under reasonable
terms and conditions, as may be necessary in
the conduct of the business of the National
Technical Information Service (hereafter in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Service’’).

(B) In addition to the authority regarding
fees contained in section 2 of the Act entitled
“An Act to provide for the dissemination of
technological, scientific, and engineering in-
formation to American business and industry,
and for other purposes’ enacted September 9,
1950 (15 U.S.C. 1152), retain and, subject to ap-
propriations Acts, utilize its net revenues to
the extent necessary to implement the plan
submitted under subsection (f)(3)(D) of this
section.

(C) Enter into contracts for the performance
of part or all of the functions performed by the
Promotion Division of the Service prior to Oc-
tober 24, 1988. The details of any such con-
tract, and a statement of its effect on the op-
erations and personnel of the Service, shall be
provided to the appropriate committees of the
Congress 30 days in advance of the execution
of such contract.

(D) Employ such personnel as may be nec-
essary to conduct the business of the Service.

(E) For the period of October 1, 1991 through
September 30, 1992, only, retain and use all
earned and unearned monies heretofore or
hereafter received, including receipts, reve-
nues, and advanced payments and deposits, to
fund all obligations and expenses, including
inventories and capital equipment.
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