
Page 1272 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 777a 

§ 777a. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter— 

(1) the term ‘‘fish restoration and manage-
ment projects’’ shall be construed to mean 
projects designed for the restoration and man-
agement of all species of fish which have ma-
terial value in connection with sport or recre-
ation in the marine and/or fresh waters of the 
United States and include— 

(A) such research into problems of fish 
management and culture as may be nec-
essary to efficient administration affecting 
fish resources; 

(B) the acquisition of such facts as are nec-
essary to guide and direct the regulation of 
fishing by law, including the extent of the 
fish population, the drain on the fish supply 
from fishing and/or natural causes, the ne-
cessity of legal regulation of fishing, and the 
effects of any measures of regulation that 
are applied; 

(C) the formulation and adoption of plans 
of restocking waters with food and game 
fishes according to natural areas or districts 
to which such plans are applicable, together 
with the acquisition of such facts as are nec-
essary to the formulation, execution, and 
testing the efficacy of such plans; 

(D) the selection, restoration, rehabilita-
tion, and improvement of areas of water or 
land adaptable as hatching, feeding, resting, 
or breeding places for fish, including acquisi-
tion by purchase, condemnation, lease, or 
gift of such areas or estates or interests 
therein as are suitable or capable of being 
made suitable therefor, and the construction 
thereon or therein of such works as may be 
necessary to make them available for such 
purposes, and such preliminary or incidental 
costs and expenses as may be incurred in and 
about such works; the term ‘‘State fish and 
game department’’ shall be construed to 
mean and include any department or divi-
sion of department of another name, or com-
mission, or official or officials, of a State 
empowered under its laws to exercise the 
functions ordinarily exercised by a State 
fish and game department; 

(2) the term ‘‘outreach and communications 
program’’ means a program to improve com-
munications with anglers, boaters, and the 
general public regarding angling and boating 
opportunities, to reduce barriers to participa-
tion in these activities, to advance adoption of 
sound fishing and boating practices, to pro-
mote conservation and the responsible use of 
the Nation’s aquatic resources, and to further 
safety in fishing and boating; and 

(3) the term ‘‘aquatic resource education 
program’’ means a program designed to en-
hance the public’s understanding of aquatic 
resources and sportfishing, and to promote the 
development of responsible attitudes and eth-
ics toward the aquatic environment. 

(Aug. 9, 1950, ch. 658, § 2, 64 Stat. 431; July 2, 1956, 
ch. 489, § 3, 70 Stat. 473; Pub. L. 86–624, § 12, July 
12, 1960, 74 Stat. 413; Pub. L. 105–178, title VII, 
§ 7402(a), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 483.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–178 inserted introductory provisions 
‘‘For purposes of this chapter—’’, designated existing 
provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘the term’’ for ‘‘For 
the purpose of this chapter the term’’, redesignated 
subsecs. (a) to (d) as subpars. (A) to (D), respectively, of 
par. (1), substituted ‘‘department;’’ for ‘‘department.’’ 
at end of subpar. (D), realigned margins, and added 
pars. (2) and (3). 

1960—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 86–624 struck out provisions 
which defined ‘‘State’’ as including the several States 
and the Territory of Hawaii. 

1956—Act July 2, 1956, included definition of ‘‘State’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1956 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by act July 2, 1956, as applicable only 
with respect to fiscal years beginning after July 2, 1956, 
see section 5 of act July 2, 1956, set out as a note under 
section 669a of this title. 

§ 777b. Authorization of appropriations 

To carry out the provisions of this chapter for 
fiscal years after September 30, 1984, there are 
authorized to be appropriated from the Sport 
Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund estab-
lished by section 9504(a) of title 26 the amounts 
paid, transferred, or otherwise credited to that 
Trust Fund, except as provided in section 9504(c) 
of title 26. For purposes of the provision of the 
Act of August 31, 1951, which refers to this sec-
tion, such amounts shall be treated as the 
amounts that are equal to the revenues de-
scribed in this section. The appropriation made 
under the provisions of this section for each fis-
cal year shall continue available during succeed-
ing fiscal years. So much of such appropriation 
apportioned to any State for any fiscal year as 
remains unexpended at the close thereof is au-
thorized to be made available for expenditure in 
that State until the close of the succeeding fis-
cal year. Any amount apportioned to any State 
under the provisions of this chapter which is un-
expended or unobligated at the end of the period 
during which it is available for expenditure on 
any project is authorized to be made available 
for expenditure by the Secretary of the Interior 
to supplement the 57 percent of the balance of 
each annual appropriation to be apportioned 
among the States, as provided for in section 
777c(c) of this title. 

(Aug. 9, 1950, ch. 658, § 3, 64 Stat. 431; Pub. L. 
98–369, div. A, title X, § 1014(a)(2), July 18, 1984, 98 
Stat. 1015; Pub. L. 99–514, § 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 
Stat. 2095; Pub. L. 109–59, title X, § 10112(a), 
(b)(1), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1927.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The provision of the Act of August 31, 1951, referred 
to in text, is set out as a note below. 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Pub. L. 109–59 substituted ‘‘Sport Fish Restora-
tion and Boating Trust Fund’’ for ‘‘Sport Fish Restora-
tion Account’’, ‘‘that Trust Fund, except as provided in 
section 9504(c) of title 26’’ for ‘‘that Account’’, ‘‘during 
succeeding fiscal years’’ for ‘‘during the succeeding fis-
cal year’’, and ‘‘to supplement the 57 percent of the bal-
ance of each annual appropriation to be apportioned 
among the States, as provided for in section 777c(c) of 
this title’’ for ‘‘in carrying on the research program of 
the Fish and Wildlife Service in respect to fish of mate-
rial value for sport and recreation’’. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986’’ for ‘‘Internal Revenue Code of 1954’’, 
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