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§931. Definitions

As used in this chapter, the term—

(a) ‘“‘Convention’” means the Convention on
Great Lakes Fisheries between the United
States of America and Canada signed at Wash-
ington, September 10, 1954;

(b) ‘“‘Commission’” means the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission provided for by article IT of
the convention;

(c) “United States Section’” means the United
States Commissioners on the Commission;

(d) ‘““Great Lakes State’” means any of the fol-
lowing States: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Min-
nesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, or Wis-
consin;

(e) ““Great Lakes” means any of the following
bodies of water: Lake Ontario (including the
Saint Lawrence River from Lake Ontario to the
forty-fifth parallel of latitude), Lake Erie, Lake
Huron (including Lake Saint Clair), Lake Michi-
gan, or Lake Superior.

(June 4, 1956, ch. 358, §2, 70 Stat. 242.)
SHORT TITLE

Act June 4, 1956, ch. 358, §1, 70 Stat. 242, provided:
“That this Act [enacting this chapter] may be cited as
the ‘Great Lakes Fishery Act of 1956°.”

SEPARABILITY

Act June 4, 1956, ch. 358, §14, 70 Stat. 244, provided
that: “If any provision of this Act [this chapter] or the
application of such provision to any circumstances or
persons shall be held invalid, the validity of the re-
mainder of the Act and the applicability of such provi-
sion to other circumstances or persons shall not be af-
fected thereby’’.

§932. Commissioners; appointment, number, and
compensation; term of office; vacancy

(a)(1) The United States shall be represented
on the Commission by 4 Commissioners who
shall be appointed by the President and who
may not receive compensation for service as
Commissioners. Of the Commissioners—

(A) 1 shall be an official of the United States

Government; and

(B) 3 shall be individuals who reside in dif-
ferent Great Lakes States and who are knowl-
edgeable regarding the fisheries of the Great

Lakes, except that 1 of them must also be an

official of! Great Lakes State.

(2) The President shall appoint an alternate
Commissioner who shall perform the duties of a
Commissioner—

(A) until a vacancy referred to in subsection

(b)(3) of this section is filled; and

(B) in the event of the absence of a Commis-
sioner from any meeting of the United States

Section or the Commission.

(3) Individuals serving as such Commissioners
shall not be considered to be Federal employees
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while performing such service, except for pur-
poses of injury compensation or tort claims li-
ability as provided in chapter 81 of title 5 and
chapter 171 of title 28.

(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the
term of office of Commissioners appointed under
subsection (a)(1)(B) of this section is 6 years.

(2) Of the Commissioners first appointed under
subsection (a)(1)(B) of this section after Novem-
ber 14, 1986, 1 shall be appointed for a term of 2
years, 1 shall be appointed for a term of 4 years,
and 1 shall be appointed for a term of 6 years.

(3) Whenever a vacancy occurs among Com-
missioners appointed under subsection (a)(1)(B)
of this section, the President shall appoint an
individual to fill that vacancy for the remainder
of the applicable term.

(June 4, 1956, ch. 358, §3, 70 Stat. 242; Pub. L.
99-659, title IV, §405(a), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat.
3737; Pub. L. 106-562, title III, §301, Dec. 23, 2000,
114 Stat. 2806.)

AMENDMENTS

2000—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 106-562 added par. (3).
1986—Pub. L. 99-659 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section read as follows: ‘““The United
States shall be represented on the Commission by three
Commissioners to be appointed by the President, to
serve as such during his pleasure, and to receive no
compensation for their services as such Commissioners.
Of such Commissioners—
‘“(a) one shall be an official of the United States
Government; and
“(b) two shall be persons residing in Great Lakes
States, duly qualified by reason of knowledge of the
fisheries of the Great Lakes, of whom one shall be an
official of a Great Lakes State: Provided, however,
That the Commissioners appointed under this sub-
section shall not be residents of the same State.”

TERMINATION AND TRANSITIONAL SERVICE OF
INCUMBENT COMMISSIONERS

Pub. L. 99-659, title IV, §405(b), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat.
3738, provided that: ‘“The term of office of each United
States Commissioner on the Great Lakes Fishery Com-
mission who is serving on the date of enactment of this
Act [Nov. 14, 1986] is terminated (except the United
States Government official appointed under section
3(a) of the Great Lakes Fishery Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C.
932(a), as in effect before the date of enactment). How-
ever, the individuals appointed to those terms shall
continue to serve as Commissioners until the President
makes appointments under section 3(b)(2) of the Act of
1956 (as added by subsection (a)), which appointments
shall be made within 60 days after the date of enact-
ment.”

ALTERNATE UNITED STATES COMMISSIONERS

Secretary of State authorized to designate Alternate
United States Commissioners, see sections 2672a and
2672b of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse.

§933. Advisory Committee

(a) Appointment and number of members; factors
in selection

The United States Section shall appoint an ad-
visory committee for each of the Great Lakes,
upon which committee each State bordering on
the lake may be represented by not more than
four members. In making such appointments,
the United States Section shall make its selec-
tion for each State from a list proposed by the
Governor of that State; and shall give due con-
sideration to the interests of—
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