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request to Federal agencies regarding their properties 
which have been evaluated with respect to historic, ar-
chitectural or archaeological significance and which as 
a result of such evaluations have not been found suit-
able for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

(e) develop and make available to Federal agencies 
and State and local governments information concern-
ing professional methods and techniques for preserving, 
improving, restoring and maintaining historic prop-
erties. 

(f) advise Federal agencies in the evaluation, identi-
fication, preservation, improvement, restoration and 
maintenance of historic properties. 

(g) review and evaluate the plans of transferees of 
surplus Federal properties transferred for historic 
monument purposes to assure that the historic char-
acter of such properties is preserved in rehabilitation, 
restoration, improvement, maintenance and repair of 
such properties. 

(h) review and comment upon Federal agency proce-
dures submitted pursuant to section 2(e) of this order. 

RICHARD NIXON. 

§ 470–1. Declaration of policy of the Federal Gov-
ernment 

It shall be the policy of the Federal Govern-
ment, in cooperation with other nations and in 
partnership with the States, local governments, 
Indian tribes, and private organizations and in-
dividuals to— 

(1) use measures, including financial and 
technical assistance, to foster conditions 
under which our modern society and our pre-
historic and historic resources can exist in 
productive harmony and fulfill the social, eco-
nomic, and other requirements of present and 
future generations; 

(2) provide leadership in the preservation of 
the prehistoric and historic resources of the 
United States and of the international com-
munity of nations and in the administration of 
the national preservation program in partner-
ship with States, Indian tribes, Native Hawai-
ians, and local governments; 

(3) administer federally owned, adminis-
tered, or controlled prehistoric and historic 
resources in a spirit of stewardship for the in-
spiration and benefit of present and future 
generations; 

(4) contribute to the preservation of nonfed-
erally owned prehistoric and historic re-
sources and give maximum encouragement to 
organizations and individuals undertaking 
preservation by private means; 

(5) encourage the public and private preser-
vation and utilization of all usable elements of 
the Nation’s historic built environment; and 

(6) assist State and local governments, In-
dian tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations 
and the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion in the United States to expand and accel-
erate their historic preservation programs and 
activities. 

(Pub. L. 89–665, § 2, as added Pub. L. 96–515, title 
I, § 101(a), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2988; amended 
Pub. L. 102–575, title XL, § 4002, Oct. 30, 1992, 106 
Stat. 4753.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Par. (2). Pub. L. 102–575, § 4002(1), inserted ‘‘and 
in the administration of the national preservation pro-
gram in partnership with States, Indian tribes, Native 

Hawaiians, and local governments’’ after ‘‘community 
of nations’’. 

Par. (6). Pub. L. 102–575, § 4002(2), inserted ‘‘, Indian 
tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations’’ after ‘‘local 
governments’’. 

PART A—PROGRAMS 

§ 470a. Historic preservation program 

(a) National Register of Historic Places; designa-
tion of properties as historic landmarks; 
properties deemed included; criteria; nomi-
nation of properties by States, local govern-
ments or individuals; regulations; review of 
threats to properties 

(1)(A) The Secretary of the Interior is author-
ized to expand and maintain a National Register 
of Historic Places composed of districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, and objects significant in 
American history, architecture, archeology, en-
gineering, and culture. Notwithstanding section 
1125(c) of title 15, buildings and structures on or 
eligible for inclusion on the National Register of 
Historic Places (either individually or as part of 
a historic district), or designated as an individ-
ual landmark or as a contributing building in a 
historic district by a unit of State or local gov-
ernment, may retain the name historically asso-
ciated with the building or structure. 

(B) Properties meeting the criteria for Na-
tional Historic Landmarks established pursuant 
to paragraph (2) shall be designated as ‘‘Na-
tional Historic Landmarks’’ and included on the 
National Register, subject to the requirements 
of paragraph (6). All historic properties included 
on the National Register on December 12, 1980, 
shall be deemed to be included on the National 
Register as of their initial listing for purposes of 
this subchapter. All historic properties listed in 
the Federal Register of February 6, 1979, as ‘‘Na-
tional Historic Landmarks’’ or thereafter prior 
to the effective date of this Act are declared by 
Congress to be National Historic Landmarks of 
national historic significance as of their initial 
listing as such in the Federal Register for pur-
poses of this subchapter and sections 461 to 467 
of this title; except that in cases of National 
Historic Landmark districts for which no bound-
aries have been established, boundaries must 
first be published in the Federal Register. 

(2) The Secretary in consultation with na-
tional historical and archaeological associa-
tions, shall establish or revise criteria for prop-
erties to be included on the National Register 
and criteria for National Historic Landmarks, 
and shall also promulgate or revise regulations 
as may be necessary for— 

(A) nominating properties for inclusion in, 
and removal from, the National Register and 
the recommendation of properties by certified 
local governments; 

(B) designating properties as National His-
toric Landmarks and removing such designa-
tion; 

(C) considering appeals from such recom-
mendations, nominations, removals, and des-
ignations (or any failure or refusal by a nomi-
nating authority to nominate or designate); 

(D) nominating historic properties for inclu-
sion in the World Heritage List in accordance 
with the terms of the Convention concerning 
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