§521f

not owned by the United States and which are
no longer needed by the United States, subject
to the first right of abutting landowners to ac-
quire such rights-of-way.

(Pub. L. 97465, §3, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2535.)

§521f. Costs of conveyance and value of improve-
ments

Any person to whom lands are conveyed under
sections 521c to 521i of this title shall bear all
reasonable costs of administration, survey, and
appraisal incidental to such conveyance, as de-
termined by the Secretary. In determining the
value of any lands or interest in lands to be con-
veyed under sections 521c to 521i of this title, the
Secretary may, in those cases in which the Sec-
retary determines it would be in the public in-
terest, exclude from such determination the
value of any improvements to the lands made by
any person other than the Government. In the
case of road rights-of-way conveyed under sec-
tions 521c to 521i of this title, the person to
whom the right-of-way is conveyed shall reim-
burse the United States for the value of any im-
provements to such right-of-way which may
have been made by the United States. The Sec-
retary may, in those cases in which the Sec-
retary determines that it would be in the public
interest, waive payment by any person of costs
incidental to any conveyance authorized by sec-
tions 521c to 521i of this title or reimbursement
by any person for the value of improvements to
rights-of-way otherwise required by this section.

(Pub. L. 97-465, §4, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2536.)

§521g. Road rights-of-way subject to State or
local law

Conveyance of any road rights-of-way under
sections 521c to 521i of this title shall not be con-
strued as permitting any designation, mainte-
nance, or use of such rights-of-way for road or
other purposes except to the extent permitted
by State or local law and under conditions im-
posed by such law.

(Pub. L. 97-465, §5, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2536.)
§521h. Regulations; contents

The Secretary shall issue regulations to carry
out the provisions of sections 521c to 521i of this
title, including specification of—

(1) criteria which shall be used in making
the determination as to what constitutes the
public interest;

(2) the definition of and the procedure for de-
termining ‘‘approximately equal value’’; and

(3) factors relating to location or size which
shall be considered in connection with deter-
mining the lands to be sold, exchanged, or
interchanged under clause (1) of section 521e of
this title.

(Pub. L. 97-465, §6, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2536.)
§ 521i. Unaffected lands

Nothing in sections 521c to 521i of this title
shall authorize conveyance of Federal lands
within the National Wilderness Preservation
System, National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys-
tem, National Trails System, or National Monu-

TITLE 16—CONSERVATION

Page 944

ments. Nothing in sections 521c to 521i of this
title shall authorize sale of Federal lands, with-
in National Recreation Areas.

(Pub. L. 97-465, §7, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2536.)

§522. Omitted
CODIFICATION

Section, acts Feb. 15, 1901, ch. 372, 31 Stat. 790; Feb.
1, 1905, ch. 288, §1, 33 Stat. 628, insofar as it relates to
rights-of-way through public lands, forests, and res-
ervations, and the Yosemite, Sequoia, and General
Grant National Parks is set out as section 79 of this
title and section 959 of Title 43, Public Lands, and inso-
far as it related to rights-of-way through national for-
ests was set out as this section. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§706(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2793, effective on and after
Oct. 21, 1976, repealed this section insofar as applicable
to the issuance of rights-of-way over, upon, under, and
through the public lands and lands in the National For-
est System.

§523. Rights-of-way through national forests for
power and communications facilities

The head of the department having jurisdic-
tion over the lands is authorized and empow-
ered, under general regulations to be fixed by
him, to grant an easement for rights-of-way, for
a period not exceeding fifty years from the date
of the issuance of such grant, over, across, and
upon the national forests of the United States
for electrical poles and lines for the trans-
mission and distribution of electrical power, and
for poles and lines for communication purposes,
and for radio, television, and other forms of
communication transmitting, relay, and receiv-
ing structures and facilities, to the extent of
two hundred feet on each side of the center line
of such lines and poles and not to exceed four
hundred feet by four hundred feet for radio, tele-
vision, and other forms of communication trans-
mitting, relay, and receiving structures and fa-
cilities, to any citizen, association, or corpora-
tion of the United States, where it is intended
by such to exercise the right-of-way herein
granted for any one or more of the purposes
herein named: Provided, That such right-of-way
shall be allowed within or through any national
forest only upon the approval of the chief officer
of the department under whose supervision or
control such national forest falls, and upon a
finding by him that the same is not incompat-
ible with the public interest: Provided further,
That all or any part of such right-of-way may be
forfeited and annulled by declaration of the head
of the department having jurisdiction over the
lands for nonuse for a period of two years or for
abandonment.

Any citizen, association, or corporation of the
United States to whom there has been issued a
permit prior to March 4, 1911, for any of the pur-
poses specified herein under any law existing at
that date, may obtain the benefit of this section
upon the same terms and conditions as shall be
required of citizens, associations, or corpora-
tions making application under the provisions of
this section subsequent to said date.

(Mar. 4, 1911, ch. 238, 36 Stat. 1253; May 27, 1952,
ch. 338, 66 Stat. 95.)
REPEALS

Section repealed by Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§706(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2793, effective on
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