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ary 1, 1980 (hereinafter referred to as the 
‘‘dwelling’’), together with the land on which 
the dwelling is situated to the extent that 
such land— 

(A) is in the same ownership as the dwell-
ing or is Federal land on which entry was 
legal and proper, and 

(B) is designated by the Secretary to be 
necessary for the enjoyment of the dwelling 
for the sole purpose of noncommercial resi-
dential use, together with any structures 
necessary to the dwelling which are situated 
on the land so designated, or 

(2) property developed for noncommercial 
recreational uses, together with any struc-
tures accessory thereto which were so used on 
or before January 1, 1980, to the extent that 
entry onto such property was legal and proper. 

In determining when and to what extent a prop-
erty is to be considered an ‘‘improved property’’, 
the Secretary shall take into consideration the 
manner of use of such buildings and lands prior 
to January 1, 1980, and shall designate such 
lands as are reasonably necessary for the con-
tinued enjoyment of the property in the same 
manner and to the same extent as existed before 
such date. 

(g) Consideration of hardship 

The Secretary shall give prompt and careful 
consideration to any offer made by the owner of 
any property within a conservation system unit 
to sell such property, if such owner notifies the 
Secretary that the continued ownership is caus-
ing, or would result in, undue hardship. 

(h) Exchange authority 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, in acquiring lands for the purposes of this 
Act, the Secretary is authorized to exchange 
lands (including lands within conservation sys-
tem units and within the National Forest Sys-
tem) or interests therein (including Native se-
lection rights) with the corporations organized 
by the Native Groups, Village Corporations, Re-
gional Corporations, and the Urban Corpora-
tions, and other municipalities and corporations 
or individuals, the State (acting free of the re-
strictions of section 6(i) of the Alaska Statehood 
Act), or any Federal agency. Exchanges shall be 
on the basis of equal value, and either party to 
the exchange may pay or accept cash in order to 
equalize the value of the property exchanged, 
except that if the parties agree to an exchange 
and the Secretary determines it is in the public 
interest, such exchanges may be made for other 
than equal value. 

(2) Nothing in this Act or any other provision 
of law shall be construed as authorizing the Sec-
retary to convey, by exchange or otherwise, 
lands or interest in lands within the coastal 
plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
(other than land validly selected prior to July 
28, 1987), without prior approval by Act of Con-
gress. 

(i) Donation or exchange 

(1) The Secretary is authorized to acquire by 
donation or exchange, lands (A) which are con-
tiguous to any conservation system unit estab-
lished or expanded by this Act, and (B) which 

are owned or validly selected by the State of 
Alaska. 

(2) Any such lands so acquired shall become a 
part of such conservation system unit. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XIII, § 1302, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2474; Pub. L. 100–395, title II, § 201, Aug. 16, 
1988, 102 Stat. 981.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsecs. (a), (d), (e), (h), and 
(i)(1), is Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, known 
as the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 3101 of 
this title and Tables. 

Section 6(i) of the Alaska Statehood Act, referred to 
in subsec. (h)(1), is section 6(i) of Pub. L. 85–508, July 7, 
1958, 72 Stat. 339, which is set out as a note preceding 
section 21 of Title 48, Territories and Insular Posses-
sions. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 100–395 designated existing 
provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

§ 3192a. Restrictions on use of appropriated 
funds 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
none of the funds provided in this Act or any 
other Act hereafter enacted may be used by the 
Secretary of the Interior, except with respect to 
land exchange costs and costs associated with 
the preparation of land acquisitions, in the ac-
quisition of State, private, or other non-federal 
lands (or any interest therein) in the State of 
Alaska, unless, in the acquisition of any State, 
private, or other non-federal lands (or interest 
therein) in the State of Alaska, the Secretary 
seeks to exchange unreserved public lands before 
purchasing all or any portion of such lands (or 
interest therein) in the State of Alaska. 

(Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(e) [title I, § 127], Oct. 
21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–231, 2681–261.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of Department of the In-
terior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1999, 
and also as part of the Omnibus Consolidated and 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1999, and 
not as part of Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 3193. Use of cabins and other sites of occupancy 
on conservation system units 

(a) Improved property on National Park System 
lands 

(1) On public lands within the boundaries of 
any unit of the National Park System created or 
enlarged by this Act, cabins or other structures 
existing prior to December 18, 1973, may be occu-
pied and used by the claimant to these struc-
tures pursuant to a renewable, nontransferable 
permit. Such use and occupancy shall be for 
terms of five years each: Provided, That the 
claimant of the structure by application: 

(A) Reasonably demonstrates by affidavit, 
bill of sale or other documentation, proof of 
possessory interest or right of occupancy in 
the cabin or structure; 

(B) Submits a sketch or photograph of the 
cabin or structure and a map showing its geo-
graphic location; 



Page 2113 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 3193 

(C) Agrees to vacate the cabin and to remove 
all personal property from the cabin or struc-
ture upon expiration of the permit; and 

(D) Acknowledges in the permit that the ap-
plicant has no interest in the real property on 
which the cabin or structure is located. 

(2) On public lands within the boundaries of 
any unit of the National Park System created or 
enlarged by this Act, cabins or other structures, 
the occupancy or use of which commenced be-
tween December 18, 1973, and December 1, 1978, 
may be used and occupied by the claimant of 
such structure pursuant to a nontransferable, 
nonrenewable permit. Such use and occupancy 
shall be for a maximum term of one year: Pro-

vided, however, That the claimant, by applica-
tion: 

(A) Reasonably demonstrates by affidavit, 
bill of sale, or other documentation proof of 
possessory interest or right of occupancy in 
the cabin or structure; 

(B) Submits a sketch or photograph of the 
cabin or structure and a map showing its geo-
graphic location; 

(C) Agrees to vacate the cabin or structure 
and to remove all personal property from it 
upon expiration of the permit; and 

(D) Acknowledges in the permit that the ap-
plicant has no legal interest in the real prop-
erty on which the cabin or structure is lo-
cated. 

The Secretary may, on a case by case basis, sub-
ject to reasonable regulations, extend such per-
mit term beyond one year for such reasons as 
the Secretary deems equitable and just. 

(3) Cabins or other structures not under per-
mit as specified herein shall be used only for of-
ficial government business: Provided however, 
That during emergencies involving the safety of 
human life or where designated for public use by 
the Secretary, these cabins may be used by the 
general public. 

(4) The Secretary may issue a permit under 
such conditions as he may prescribe for the tem-
porary use, occupancy, construction and main-
tenance of new cabins or other structures if he 
determines that the use is necessary to reason-
ably accommodate subsistence uses or is other-
wise authorized by law. 

(b) Improved property on other units or areas es-
tablished or expanded by this Act 

The following conditions shall apply regarding 
the construction, use and occupancy of cabins 
and related structures on Federal lands within 
conservation system units or areas not provided 
for in subsection (a) of this section: 

(1) The construction of new cabins is prohib-
ited except as may be authorized pursuant to 
a nontransferable, five-year special use permit 
issued by the Secretary. Such special use per-
mit shall only be issued upon a determination 
that the proposed use, construction, and main-
tenance of a cabin is compatible with the pur-
poses for which the unit or area was estab-
lished and that the use of the cabin is either 
directly related to the administration of the 
unit or area or is necessary to provide for a 
continuation of an ongoing activity or use 
otherwise allowed within the unit or area 

where the permit applicant has no reasonable 
alternative site for constructing a cabin. No 
special use permit shall be issued to authorize 
the construction of a cabin for private rec-
reational use. 

(2) Traditional and customary uses of exist-
ing cabins and related structures on Federal 
lands within a unit or area may be allowed to 
continue in accordance with a nontransfer-
able, renewable five-year special use permit is-
sued by the Secretary. Such special use permit 
shall be issued only upon a determination that 
the traditional and customary uses are com-
patible with the purposes for which the unit or 
area was established. No special use permits 
shall be issued to authorize the use of an exist-
ing cabin constructed for private recreational 
use. 

(3) No special use permit shall be issued 
under paragraphs (1) or (2) of this subsection 
unless the permit applicant: 

(A) In the case of existing cabins or struc-
tures, reasonably demonstrates by affidavit, 
bill of sale or other documentation, proof of 
possessory interests or right of occupancy in 
the cabin or structure; 

(B) Submits a sketch or photograph of the 
existing or proposed cabin or structure and a 
map showing its geographic location; 

(C) Agrees to vacate the cabin or structure 
and remove, within a reasonable time period 
established by the Secretary, all personal 
property from it upon nonrenewal or revoca-
tion of the permit; and 

(D) Acknowledges in the permit applica-
tion that the applicant has no interest in the 
real property on which the cabin or struc-
ture is located or will be constructed. 

(4) The United States shall retain ownership 
of all new cabins and related structures on 
Federal lands within a unit or area specified in 
this subsection, and no proprietary rights or 
privileges shall be conveyed through the issu-
ance of the special use permit authorized by 
paragraphs (1) or (2) of this subsection. Cabins 
or other structures not under permit shall be 
used only for official Government business: 
Provided, however, That during emergencies in-
volving the safety of human life or where des-
ignated for public use by the unit or area man-
ager, such cabins may be used by the general 
public. 

(c) Permits to be renewed for life of claimant 
and immediate family 

(1) Whenever issuance of a nontransferable re-
newable five-year special use permit is author-
ized by subsections (a) or (b) of this section, said 
permit shall be renewed every five years until 
the death of the last immediate family member 
of the claimant residing in the cabin or struc-
ture, or unless the Secretary has revoked the 
special use permit in accordance with the cri-
teria established in this section. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this section, the Secretary, after notice and 
hearing, may revoke a permit provided for in 
this section if he determines, on the basis of 
substantial evidence in the administrative 
record as a whole, that the use under the permit 
is causing or may cause significant detriment to 
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the principal purposes for which the unit was es-
tablished. 

(d) Existing cabin leases or permits 

Nothing in this Act shall preclude the renewal 
or continuation of valid leases or permits in ef-
fect on December 2, 1980, for cabins, homesites, 
or similar structures on Federal lands. Unless 
the Secretary, or in the case of national forest 
lands, the Secretary of Agriculture, issues spe-
cific findings following notice and an oppor-
tunity for the lease-holder or permittee to re-
spond, that renewal or continuation of such 
valid permit or lease constitutes a direct threat 
to or a significant impairment to the purposes 
for which a conservation system unit was estab-
lished (in the case of a structure located within 
a conservation system unit) or the public do-
main or national forest (in case of a structure 
located outside conservation system units), he 
shall renew such valid leases or permits upon 
their expiration in accordance with the provi-
sions of the original lease or permit, subject to 
such reasonable regulations as he may prescribe. 
Subject to the provisions of the original lease or 
permit, nothing in this Act or subsection shall 
necessarily preclude the appropriate Secretary 
from transferring such a lease or permit to an-
other person at the election or death of the 
original permittee or leasee. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XIII, § 1303, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2476.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsecs. (a)(1), (2), (b), and (d), 
is Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, known as the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 3101 of this title 
and Tables. 

§ 3194. Archeological and paleontological sites 

Notwithstanding any acreage or boundary lim-
itations contained in this Act with respect to 
the Cape Krusenstern National Monument, the 
Bering Land Bridge National Preserve, the 
Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve, and 
the Kobuk Valley National Park, the Secretary 
may designate Federal lands or he may acquire 
by purchase with the consent of the owner, do-
nation, or exchange any significant archeologi-
cal or paleontological site in Alaska located 
outside of the boundaries of such areas and con-
taining resources which are closely associated 
with any such area. If any such site is so des-
ignated or acquired, it shall be included in and 
managed as part of such area. Not more than 
seven thousand five hundred acres of land may 
be designated or acquired under this section for 
inclusion in any single area. Before designation 
or acquisition of any property in excess of one 
hundred acres under the provisions of this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall— 

(1) submit notice of such proposed designa-
tion or acquisition to the appropriate commit-
tees of the Congress; and 

(2) publish notice of such proposed designa-
tion or acquisition in the Federal Register. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XIII, § 1304, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2478.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in provision preceding par. (1), 
is Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, as amended, 
known as the Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
3101 of this title and Tables. 

§ 3195. Cooperative information and education 
centers 

The Secretary is authorized in consultation 
with other Federal agencies, to investigate and 
plan for an information and education center for 
visitors to Alaska on not to exceed one thousand 
acres of Federal land at a site adjacent to the 
Alaska Highway, and to investigate and plan for 
similar centers in Anchorage and Fairbanks, 
Alaska. For the purposes of this investigation, 
the Secretary shall seek participation in the 
program planning and/or operation of such cen-
ters from appropriate agencies of the State of 
Alaska, and he is authorized to accept contribu-
tions of funds, personnel, and planning and pro-
gram assistance from such State agencies, other 
Federal agencies, and Native representatives. 
The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to in-
vestigate and plan for, in a similar manner, an 
information and education center for visitors to 
Alaska in either Juneau, Ketchikan, or Sitka, 
Alaska. No information center shall be devel-
oped pursuant to investigations and plans con-
ducted under authority of this section unless 
and until such development is specifically au-
thorized by Congress. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XIII, § 1305, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2478.) 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS; PURPOSES OF 
CENTER; OPERATION OF CENTER; DEVELOPMENT PLANS 

Pub. L. 99–664, § 11, Nov. 17, 1986, 100 Stat. 4308, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—There is hereby authorized to 
be appropriated $250,000 to be used by the Secretary of 
Agriculture to conduct surveys, develop designs, and 
carry out other preliminary work related to the estab-
lishment of an Information and Education Center pro-
vided for in section 1305 of Public Law 96–487 [16 U.S.C. 
3195]. 

‘‘(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Center author-
ized by subsection (a) shall be— 

‘‘(1) to collect and disseminate to visitors to and 
residents of Alaska information about the natural, 
recreational, cultural, historical, archeological, mul-
tiple use, and other resources and values of Alaska, 
with special emphasis on the Tongass National For-
est and Southeast Alaska and its people; 

‘‘(2) to publicly display temporary and permanent 
exhibits illustrating and interpreting these resources 
and values; 

‘‘(3) to foster educational programs relating to the 
heritage resources of Alaska including those pertain-
ing to Alaska Native peoples with particular empha-
sis on the Haida, Tshimshian, and Tglingit peoples of 
Southeast Alaska. 
‘‘(c) DESIGN.—Design of the center in subsection (a) 

shall be developed in consultation with other appro-
priate Federal agencies, the Alaska Division of Tour-
ism and other appropriate agencies of the State of 
Alaska, the local government of the city in which such 
center is to be located, and southeast Alaska Native or-
ganizations. 

‘‘(d) CONSULTATION.—In establishing, operating, and 
maintaining the center (and any affiliated branches), 
the Secretary of Agriculture shall consult with, in ad-
dition to those listed in subsection (c), Alaska colleges 
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