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(5) Coral reef ecosystem

The term ‘‘coral reef ecosystem’” means
coral and other species of reef organisms (in-
cluding reef plants) associated with coral
reefs, and the nonliving environmental factors
that directly affect coral reefs, that together
function as an ecological unit in nature.

(6) Coral products

The term ‘‘coral products’ means any living
or dead specimens, parts, or derivatives, or
any product containing specimens, parts, or
derivatives, of any species referred to in para-
graph (3).

(7) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Secretary
of Commerce.

(8) State

The term ‘‘State’” means any State of the
United States that contains a coral reef eco-
system within its seaward boundaries, Amer-
ican Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, and
any other territory or possession of the United
States, or separate sovereign in free associa-
tion with the United States, that contains a
coral reef ecosystem within its seaward bound-
aries.

(Pub. L. 106-562, title II, §210, Dec. 23, 2000, 114
Stat. 2805.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Marine Sanctuaries Act, referred to in
par. (2), is title III of Pub. L. 92-532, Oct. 23, 1972, 86
Stat. 1061, as amended, which is classified generally to
chapter 32 (§1431 et seq.) of this title. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 1431 of this title and Tables.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act, referred to in par. (2), is Pub. L.
94-265, Apr. 13, 1976, 90 Stat. 331, as amended, which is
classified principally to chapter 38 (§1801 et seq.) of this
title. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1801 of
this title and Tables.
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§ 6501. Purposes

The purposes of this chapter are—

(1) to reduce wildfire risk to communities,
municipal water supplies, and other at-risk
Federal land through a collaborative process
of planning, prioritizing, and implementing
hazardous fuel reduction projects;

(2) to authorize grant programs to improve
the commercial value of forest biomass (that
otherwise contributes to the risk of cata-
strophic fire or insect or disease infestation)
for producing electric energy, useful heat,
transportation fuel, and petroleum-based prod-
uct substitutes, and for other commercial pur-
poses;

(3) to enhance efforts to protect watersheds
and address threats to forest and rangeland
health, including catastrophic wildfire, across
the landscape;

(4) to promote systematic gathering of infor-
mation to address the impact of insect and
disease infestations and other damaging
agents on forest and rangeland health;

(5) to improve the capacity to detect insect
and disease infestations at an early stage, par-
ticularly with respect to hardwood forests; and

(6) to protect, restore, and enhance forest
ecosystem components—

(A) to promote the recovery of threatened
and endangered species;

(B) to improve biological diversity; and

(C) to enhance productivity and carbon se-
questration.

(Pub. L. 108-148, §2, Dec. 3, 2003, 117 Stat. 1888.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“this Act”, meaning Pub. L. 108-148, Dec. 3, 2003, 117
Stat. 1887, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code,
see Short Title note below and Tables.

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 108-148, §1(a), Dec. 3, 2003, 117 Stat. 1887, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [enacting this chapter and sec-
tion 2103b of this title and amending sections 6601, 8606,
and 8609 of Title 7, Agriculture] may be cited as the
‘Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003°.”



§6502 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION Page 2422

§ 6502. Definitions

In this chapter:
(1) Federal land

The term ‘‘Federal land” means—

(A) land of the National Forest System (as
defined in section 1609(a) of this title) ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Agriculture,
acting through the Chief of the Forest Serv-
ice; and

(B) public lands (as defined in section 1702
of title 43), the surface of which is adminis-
tered by the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management.

(2) Indian tribe

The term ‘‘Indian tribe’” has the meaning
given the term in section 450b of title 25.

(Pub. L. 108-148, §3, Dec. 3, 2003, 117 Stat. 1888.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
‘“‘this Act”, meaning Pub. L. 108-148, Dec. 3, 2003, 117
Stat. 1887, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code,
see Short Title note set out under section 6501 of this
title and Tables.

SUBCHAPTER I—HAZARDOUS FUEL
REDUCTION ON FEDERAL LAND

§6511. Definitions

In this subchapter:
(1) At-risk community

The term ‘‘at-risk community” means an
area—
(A) that is comprised of—

(i) an interface community as defined in
the notice entitled ‘“Wildland Urban Inter-
face Communities Within the Vicinity of
Federal Lands That Are at High Risk
From Wildfire”’ issued by the Secretary of
Agriculture and the Secretary of the Inte-
rior in accordance with title IV of the De-
partment of the Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001 (114
Stat. 1009) (66 Fed. Reg. 753, January 4,
2001); or

(ii) a group of homes and other struc-
tures with basic infrastructure and serv-
ices (such as utilities and collectively
maintained transportation routes) within
or adjacent to Federal land;

(B) in which conditions are conducive to a
large-scale wildland fire disturbance event;
and

(C) for which a significant threat to human
life or property exists as a result of a
wildland fire disturbance event.

(2) Authorized hazardous fuel reduction
project

The term ‘‘authorized hazardous fuel reduc-
tion project’’ means the measures and meth-
ods described in the definition of ‘‘appropriate
tools” contained in the glossary of the Imple-
mentation Plan, on Federal land described in
section 6512(a) of this title and conducted
under sections 6513 and 6514 of this title.

(3) Community wildfire protection plan

The term ‘‘community wildfire protection
plan’” means a plan for an at-risk community
that—

(A) is developed within the context of the
collaborative agreements and the guidance
established by the Wildland Fire Leadership
Council and agreed to by the applicable local
government, local fire department, and
State agency responsible for forest manage-
ment, in consultation with interested par-
ties and the Federal land management agen-
cies managing land in the vicinity of the at-
risk community;

(B) identifies and prioritizes areas for haz-
ardous fuel reduction treatments and rec-
ommends the types and methods of treat-
ment on Federal and non-Federal land that
will protect 1 or more at-risk communities
and essential infrastructure; and

(C) recommends measures to reduce struc-
tural ignitability throughout the at-risk
community.

(4) Condition class 2

The term ‘‘condition class 2’°, with respect
to an area of Federal land, means the condi-
tion class description developed by the Forest
Service Rocky Mountain Research Station in
the general technical report entitled ‘‘Devel-
opment of Coarse-Scale Spatial Data for
Wildland Fire and Fuel Management”
(RMRS-87), dated April 2000 (including any
subsequent revision to the report), under
which—

(A) fire regimes on the land have been
moderately altered from historical ranges;

(B) there exists a moderate risk of losing
key ecosystem components from fire;

(C) fire frequencies have increased or de-
creased from historical frequencies by 1 or
more return intervals, resulting in moderate
changes to—

(i) the size, frequency, intensity, or se-
verity of fires; or
(ii) landscape patterns; and

(D) vegetation attributes have been mod-
erately altered from the historical range of
the attributes.

(5) Condition class 3

The term ‘‘condition class 3’, with respect
to an area of Federal land, means the condi-
tion class description developed by the Rocky
Mountain Research Station in the general
technical report referred to in paragraph (4)
(including any subsequent revision to the re-
port), under which—

(A) fire regimes on land have been signifi-
cantly altered from historical ranges;

(B) there exists a high risk of losing key
ecosystem components from fire;

(C) fire frequencies have departed from his-
torical frequencies by multiple return inter-
vals, resulting in dramatic changes to—

(i) the size, frequency, intensity, or se-
verity of fires; or
(ii) landscape patterns; and

(D) vegetation attributes have been sig-
nificantly altered from the historical range
of the attributes.
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