§3521

(Added Pub. L. 111-79, §2(4), Oct. 19, 2009, 123
Stat. 2087.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, referred to
in subsecs. (a)(2)(A) and (h)(1), are set out in the Appen-
dix to this title.

CHAPTER 224—PROTECTION OF WITNESSES

Sec.

3621. Witness relocation and protection.

35622. Probationers and parolees.

3523. Civil judgments.

35624. Child custody arrangements.

35625. Victims Compensation Fund.

3526. Cooperation of other Federal agencies and
State governments; reimbursement of ex-
penses.

3527. Additional authority of Attorney General.

3528. Definition.

AMENDMENTS

1990—Pub. L. 101-647, title XXXV, §3581, Nov. 29, 1990,
104 Stat. 4929, substituted ‘‘State governments; reim-
bursement of expenses’ for ‘‘State governments’” in
item 3526.

§3521. Witness relocation and protection

(a)(1) The Attorney General may provide for
the relocation and other protection of a witness
or a potential witness for the Federal Govern-
ment or for a State government in an official
proceeding concerning an organized criminal ac-
tivity or other serious offense, if the Attorney
General determines that an offense involving a
crime of violence directed at the witness with
respect to that proceeding, an offense set forth
in chapter 73 of this title directed at the wit-
ness, or a State offense that is similar in nature
to either such offense, is likely to be committed.
The Attorney General may also provide for the
relocation and other protection of the imme-
diate family of, or a person otherwise closely as-
sociated with, such witness or potential witness
if the family or person may also be endangered
on account of the participation of the witness in
the judicial proceeding.

(2) The Attorney General shall issue guidelines
defining the types of cases for which the exer-
cise of the authority of the Attorney General
contained in paragraph (1) would be appropriate.

(3) The United States and its officers and em-
ployees shall not be subject to any civil liability
on account of any decision to provide or not to
provide protection under this chapter.

(b)(1) In connection with the protection under
this chapter of a witness, a potential witness, or
an immediate family member or close associate
of a witness or potential witness, the Attorney
General shall take such action as the Attorney
General determines to be necessary to protect
the person involved from bodily injury and
otherwise to assure the health, safety, and wel-
fare of that person, including the psychological
well-being and social adjustment of that person,
for as long as, in the judgment of the Attorney
General, the danger to that person exists. The
Attorney General may, by regulation—

(A) provide suitable documents to enable the
person to establish a new identity or otherwise
protect the person;

(B) provide housing for the person;
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(C) provide for the transportation of house-
hold furniture and other personal property to
a new residence of the person;

(D) provide to the person a payment to meet
basic living expenses, in a sum established in
accordance with regulations issued by the At-
torney General, for such times as the Attorney
General determines to be warranted;

(E) assist the person in obtaining employ-
ment;

(F) provide other services necessary to assist
the person in becoming self-sustaining;

(G) disclose or refuse to disclose the identity
or location of the person relocated or pro-
tected, or any other matter concerning the
person or the program after weighing the dan-
ger such a disclosure would pose to the person,
the detriment it would cause to the general ef-
fectiveness of the program, and the benefit it
would afford to the public or to the person
seeking the disclosure, except that the Attor-
ney General shall, upon the request of State or
local law enforcement officials or pursuant to
a court order, without undue delay, disclose to
such officials the identity, location, criminal
records, and fingerprints relating to the per-
son relocated or protected when the Attorney
General knows or the request indicates that
the person is under investigation for or has
been arrested for or charged with an offense
that is punishable by more than one year in
prison or that is a crime of violence;

(H) protect the confidentiality of the iden-
tity and location of persons subject to reg-
istration requirements as convicted offenders
under Federal or State law, including prescrib-
ing alternative procedures to those otherwise
provided by Federal or State law for registra-
tion and tracking of such persons; and

(I) exempt procurement for services, mate-
rials, and supplies, and the renovation and
construction of safe sites within existing
buildings from other provisions of law as may
be required to maintain the security of protec-
tive witnesses and the integrity of the Witness
Security Program.

The Attorney General shall establish an accu-
rate, efficient, and effective system of records
concerning the criminal history of persons pro-
vided protection under this chapter in order to
provide the information described in subpara-
graph (G).

(2) Deductions shall be made from any pay-
ment made to a person pursuant to paragraph
(1)(D) to satisfy obligations of that person for
family support payments pursuant to a State
court order.

(3) Any person who, without the authorization
of the Attorney General, knowingly discloses
any information received from the Attorney
General under paragraph (1)(G) shall be fined
$5,000 or imprisoned five years, or both.

(c) Before providing protection to any person
under this chapter, the Attorney General shall,
to the extent practicable, obtain information re-
lating to the suitability of the person for inclu-
sion in the program, including the criminal his-
tory, if any, and a psychological evaluation of,
the person. The Attorney General shall also
make a written assessment in each case of the
seriousness of the investigation or case in which
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