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(Added Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §212(a)(2), Oct. 12,
1984, 98 Stat. 1991.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Nov. 1, 1987, and applicable only to
offenses committed after the taking effect of this sec-
tion, see section 235(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98-473, set out as a
note under section 3551 of this title.

§3558. Implementation of a sentence

The implementation of a sentence imposed
pursuant to section 35651 is governed by the pro-
visions of chapter 229.

(Added Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §212(a)(2), Oct. 12,
1984, 98 Stat. 1991.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Nov. 1, 1987, and applicable only to
offenses committed after the taking effect of this sec-
tion, see section 235(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98-473, set out as a
note under section 3551 of this title.

§3559. Sentencing classification of offenses

(a) CLASSIFICATION.—An offense that is not
specifically classified by a letter grade in the
section defining it, is classified if the maximum
term of imprisonment authorized is—

(1) life imprisonment, or if the maximum
penalty is death, as a Class A felony;

(2) twenty-five years or more, as a Class B
felony;

(3) less than twenty-five years but ten or
more years, as a Class C felony;

(4) less than ten years but five or more
years, as a Class D felony;

(5) less than five years but more than one
year, as a Class E felony;

(6) one year or less but more than six
months, as a Class A misdemeanor;

(7) six months or less but more than thirty
days, as a Class B misdemeanor;

(8) thirty days or less but more than five
days, as a Class C misdemeanor; or

(9) five days or less, or if no imprisonment is
authorized, as an infraction.

(b) EFFECT OF CLASSIFICATION.—Except as pro-
vided in subsection (c), an offense classified
under subsection (a) carries all the incidents as-
signed to the applicable letter designation, ex-
cept that the maximum term of imprisonment is
the term authorized by the law describing the
offense.

(c) IMPRISONMENT OF CERTAIN VIOLENT FEL-
ONS.—

(1) MANDATORY LIFE IMPRISONMENT.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, a per-
son who is convicted in a court of the United
States of a serious violent felony shall be sen-
tenced to life imprisonment if—

(A) the person has been convicted (and
those convictions have become final) on sep-
arate prior occasions in a court of the
United States or of a State of—

(i) 2 or more serious violent felonies; or
(ii) one or more serious violent felonies
and one or more serious drug offenses; and

(B) each serious violent felony or serious
drug offense used as a basis for sentencing
under this subsection, other than the first,
was committed after the defendant’s convic-
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tion of the preceding serious violent felony
or serious drug offense.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section—

(A) the term ‘‘assault with intent to com-
mit rape’” means an offense that has as its
elements engaging in physical contact with
another person or using or brandishing a
weapon against another person with intent
to commit aggravated sexual abuse or sexual
abuse (as described in sections 2241 and 2242);

(B) the term ‘‘arson’ means an offense
that has as its elements maliciously damag-
ing or destroying any building, inhabited
structure, vehicle, vessel, or real property
by means of fire or an explosive;

(C) the term ‘‘extortion’ means an offense
that has as its elements the extraction of
anything of value from another person by
threatening or placing that person in fear of
injury to any person or kidnapping of any
person;

(D) the term ‘‘firearms use’”’ means an of-
fense that has as its elements those de-
scribed in section 924(c) or 929(a), if the fire-
arm was brandished, discharged, or other-
wise used as a weapon and the crime of vio-
lence or drug trafficking crime during and
relation to which the firearm was used was
subject to prosecution in a court of the
United States or a court of a State, or both;

(E) the term ‘‘kidnapping’” means an of-
fense that has as its elements the abduction,
restraining, confining, or carrying away of
another person by force or threat of force;

(F) the term ‘‘serious violent felony”’
means—

(i) a Federal or State offense, by what-
ever designation and wherever committed,
consisting of murder (as described in sec-
tion 1111); manslaughter other than invol-
untary manslaughter (as described in sec-
tion 1112); assault with intent to commit
murder (as described in section 113(a)); as-
sault with intent to commit rape; aggra-
vated sexual abuse and sexual abuse (as de-
scribed in sections 2241 and 2242); abusive
sexual contact (as described in sections
2244(a)(1) and (a)(2)); kidnapping; aircraft
piracy (as described in section 46502 of
Title 49); robbery (as described in section
2111, 2113, or 2118); carjacking (as described
in section 2119); extortion; arson; firearms
use; firearms possession (as described in
section 924(c)); or attempt, conspiracy, or
solicitation to commit any of the above of-
fenses; and

(ii) any other offense punishable by a
maximum term of imprisonment of 10
years or more that has as an element the
use, attempted use, or threatened use of
physical force against the person of an-
other or that, by its nature, involves a
substantial risk that physical force
against the person of another may be used
in the course of committing the offense;

(G) the term ‘“‘State” means a State of the
United States, the District of Columbia, and
a commonwealth, territory, or possession of
the United States; and
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