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decision had been made under section 2414 of this title
regarding the petition or investigation, see section
1301(c) of Pub. L. 100-418, set out as an Effective Date
of 1988 Amendment note under section 2411 of this title.

§2419. Administration

The Trade Representative shall—

(1) issue regulations concerning the filing of
petitions and the conduct of investigations
and hearings under this subchapter,

(2) keep the petitioner regularly informed of
all determinations and developments regard-
ing the investigation conducted with respect
to the petition under this subchapter, includ-
ing the reasons for any undue delays, and

(3) submit a report to the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate semiannually de-
scribing—

(A) the petitions filed and the determina-
tions made (and reasons therefor) under sec-
tion 2412 of this title,

(B) developments in, and the current
status of, each investigation or proceeding
under this subchapter,

(C) the actions taken, or the reasons for no
action, by the Trade Representative under
section 2411 of this title with respect to in-
vestigations conducted under this sub-
chapter, and

(D) the commercial effects of actions
taken under section 2411 of this title.

(Pub. L. 93-618, title III, §309, as added Pub. L.
100418, title I, §1301(a), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
1175.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable to petitions filed, and investiga-
tions initiated, under section 2412 of this title on or
after Aug. 23, 1988, and petitions filed, and investiga-
tions initiated, before Aug. 23, 1988, if by such date no
decision had been made under section 2414 of this title
regarding the petition or investigation, see section
1301(c) of Pub. L. 100418, set out as an Effective Date
of 1988 Amendment note under section 2411 of this title.

§2420. Identification of trade expansion prior-
ities
(a) Identification

(1) Within 180 days after the submission in cal-
endar year 1995 of the report required by section
2241(b) of this title, the Trade Representative
shall—

(A) review United States trade expansion
priorities,

(B) identify priority foreign country prac-
tices, the elimination of which is likely to
have the most significant potential to increase
United States exports, either directly or
through the establishment of a beneficial
precedent, and

(C) submit to the Committee on Finance of
the Senate and the Committee on Ways and
Means of the House of Representatives and
publish in the Federal Register a report on the
priority foreign country practices identified.

(2) In identifying priority foreign country
practices under paragraph (1) of this section, the
Trade Representative shall take into account all
relevant factors, including—

(A) the major barriers and trade distorting
practices described in the National Trade Esti-

TITLE 19—CUSTOMS DUTIES

§2420

mate Report required under section 2241(b) of
this title;

(B) the trade agreements to which a foreign
country is a party and its compliance with
those agreements;

(C) the medium- and long-term implications
of foreign government procurement plans; and

(D) the international competitive position
and export potential of United States products
and services.

(3) The Trade Representative may include in
the report, if appropriate—

(A) a description of foreign country prac-
tices that may in the future warrant identi-
fication as priority foreign country practices;
and

(B) a statement about other foreign country
practices that were not identified because
they are already being addressed by provisions
of United States trade law, by existing bilat-
eral trade agreements, or as part of trade ne-
gotiations with other countries and progress is
being made toward the elimination of such
practices.

(b) Initiation of investigations

By no later than the date which is 21 days
after the date on which a report is submitted to
the appropriate congressional committees under
subsection (a)(1) of this section, the Trade Rep-
resentative shall initiate under section 2412(b)(1)
of this title investigations under this subchapter
with respect to all of the priority foreign coun-
try practices identified.

(c) Agreements for elimination of barriers

In the consultations with a foreign country
that the Trade Representative is required to re-
quest under section 2413(a) of this title with re-
spect to an investigation initiated by reason of
subsection (b) of this section, the Trade Rep-
resentative shall seek to negotiate an agree-
ment that provides for the elimination of the
practices that are the subject of the investiga-
tion as quickly as possible or, if elimination of
the practices is not feasible, an agreement that
provides for compensatory trade benefits.

(d) Reports

The Trade Representative shall include in the
semiannual report required by section 2419 of
this title a report on the status of any investiga-
tions initiated pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section and, where appropriate, the extent to
which such investigations have led to increased
opportunities for the export of products and
services of the United States.

(Pub. L. 93-618, title III, §310, as added Pub. L.
100-418, title I, §1302(a), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
1176; amended Pub. L. 103-465, title III, §314(f),
Dec. 8, 1994, 108 Stat. 4941.)

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-465 amended section generally,
changing dates and criteria for submission of certain
reports and revising and restructuring provisions relat-
ing to identification of trade liberalization priorities,
initiation of investigations, and agreements for elimi-
nation of barriers.
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