§3724

ested countries in sub-Saharan Africa, in order
to serve as the catalyst for increasing trade be-
tween the United States and sub-Saharan Africa
and increasing private sector investment in sub-
Saharan Africa.

(b) Plan requirement
(1) In general

The President, taking into account the pro-
visions of the treaty establishing the African
Economic Community and the willingness of
the governments of sub-Saharan African coun-
tries to engage in negotiations to enter into
free trade agreements, shall develop a plan for
the purpose of negotiating and entering into
one or more trade agreements with interested
beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries.

(2) Elements of plan

The plan shall include the following:

(A) The specific objectives of the United
States with respect to negotiations de-
scribed in paragraph (1) and a suggested
timetable for achieving those objectives.

(B) The benefits to both the United States
and the relevant sub-Saharan African coun-
tries with respect to the applicable free
trade agreement or agreements.

(C) A mutually agreed-upon timetable for
the negotiations.

(D) The implications for and the role of re-
gional and sub-regional organizations in sub-
Saharan Africa with respect to such free
trade agreement or agreements.

(BE) Subject matter anticipated to be cov-
ered by the negotiations and United States
laws, programs, and policies, as well as the
laws of participating eligible African coun-
tries and existing bilateral and multilateral
and economic cooperation and trade agree-
ments, that may be affected by the agree-
ment or agreements.

(F) Procedures to ensure the following:

(i) Adequate consultation with the Con-
gress and the private sector during the ne-
gotiations.

(ii) Consultation with the Congress re-
garding all matters relating to implemen-
tation of the agreement or agreements.

(iii) Approval by the Congress of the
agreement or agreements.

(iv) Adequate consultations with the rel-
evant African governments and African re-
gional and subregional intergovernmental
organizations during the negotiation of
the agreement or agreements.

(c) Reporting requirement
Not later than 12 months after May 18, 2000,
the President shall prepare and transmit to the

Congress a report containing the plan developed
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.

(Pub. L. 106-200, title I, §116, May 18, 2000, 114
Stat. 266.)

§3724. Assistant United States Trade Representa-
tive for African Affairs

It is the sense of the Congress that—

(1) the position of Assistant United States
Trade Representative for African Affairs is in-
tegral to the United States commitment to in-
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creasing United States-sub-Saharan African
trade and investment;

(2) the position of Assistant United States
Trade Representative for African Affairs
should be maintained within the Office of the
United States Trade Representative to direct
and coordinate interagency activities on
United States-Africa trade policy and invest-
ment matters and serve as—

(A) a primary point of contact in the exec-
utive branch for those persons engaged in
trade between the United States and sub-Sa-
haran Africa; and

(B) the chief advisor to the United States
Trade Representative on issues of trade and
investment with Africa; and

(3) the United States Trade Representative
should have adequate funding and staff to
carry out the duties of the Assistant United
States Trade Representative for African Af-
fairs described in paragraph (2), subject to the
availability of appropriations.

(Pub. L. 106-200, title I, §117, May 18, 2000, 114
Stat. 267.)

SUBCHAPTER III—ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT RELATED ISSUES

§3731. Sense of the Congress regarding compre-
hensive debt relief for the world’s poorest
countries

(a) Findings

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The burden of external debt has become a
major impediment to economic growth and
poverty reduction in many of the world’s poor-
est countries.

(2) Until recently, the United States Govern-
ment and other official creditors sought to ad-
dress this problem by rescheduling loans and
in some cases providing limited debt reduc-
tion.

(3) Despite such efforts, the cumulative debt
of many of the world’s poorest countries con-
tinued to grow beyond their capacity to repay.

(4) In 1997, the Group of Seven, the World
Bank, and the International Monetary Fund
adopted the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
Initiative (HIPC), a commitment by the inter-
national community that all multilateral and
bilateral creditors, acting in a coordinated and
concerted fashion, would reduce poor country
debt to a sustainable level.

(5) The HIPC Initiative is currently under-
going reforms to address concerns raised about
country conditionality, the amount of debt
forgiven, and the allocation of savings realized
through the debt forgiveness program to en-
sure that the Initiative accomplishes the goals
of economic growth and poverty alleviation in
the world’s poorest countries.

(b) Sense of the Congress

It is the sense of the Congress that—

(1) Congress and the President should work
together, without undue delay and in concert
with the international community, to make
comprehensive debt relief available to the
world’s poorest countries in a manner that
promotes economic growth and poverty allevi-
ation;
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