
Page 163 TITLE 19—CUSTOMS DUTIES § 1484b 

1 So in original. No par. (2) has been enacted. 

merce and the United States International Trade Com-
mission with a view toward development of an enu-
meration of articles resulting in comparability of im-
port, production, and export data, with the submission 
of a report to both Houses of Congress and to the Presi-
dent no later than Aug. 1, 1975. 

INVESTIGATION BY UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE COMMISSION; FORMULATION OF INTERNATIONAL 
COMMODITY CODE 

Pub. L. 93–618, title VI, § 608(c), Jan. 3, 1975, 88 Stat. 
2074, authorized an investigation by the United States 
International Trade Commission to provide the basis 
for the formulation of an international commodity 
code (with a report to be submitted to both Houses of 
Congress and to the President no later than June 1, 
1975) and to provide the basis for full and immediate 
participation by the Trade Commission in the United 
States contribution to technical work of the Har-
monized Systems Committee to assure recognition of 
the needs of the business community in the develop-
ment of a harmonized code. 

COOPERATION OF GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH SEC-
RETARY OF COMMERCE AND UNITED STATES INTER-
NATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION IN STUDIES AND INVES-
TIGATIONS 

Pub. L. 93–618, title VI, § 608(d), Jan. 3, 1975, 88 Stat. 
2074, provided that: ‘‘The President is requested to di-
rect the appropriate agencies to cooperate fully with 
the Secretary of Commerce and the United States 
International Trade Commission in carrying out their 
responsibilities under subsections (a) [amending this 
section], (b), and (c) [see notes set out above].’’ 

§ 1484a. Articles returned from space not to be 
construed as importation 

The return of articles from space shall not be 
considered an importation, and an entry of such 
articles shall not be required, if: 

(1) such articles were previously launched 
into space from the customs territory of the 
United States aboard a spacecraft operated by, 
or under the control of, United States persons 
and owned— 

(A) wholly by United States persons, or 
(B) in substantial part by United States 

persons, or 
(C) by the United States; 

(2) such articles were maintained or utilized 
while in space solely on board such spacecraft 
or aboard another spacecraft which meets the 
requirements of paragraph (1)(A) through (C) 
of this section; and 

(3) such articles were returned to the cus-
toms territory directly from space aboard 
such spacecraft or aboard another spacecraft 
which meets the requirements of paragraph 
(1)(A) through (C) of this section; 

without regard to whether such articles have 
been advanced in value or improved in condition 
by any process of manufacture or other means 
while in space. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 484a, as added 
Pub. L. 98–573, title II, § 209(a), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2976.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to articles launched 
into space from the customs territory of the United 
States on or after Jan. 1, 1985, see section 214(c)(4) of 
Pub. L. 98–573, set out as an Effective Date of 1984 
Amendment note under section 1304 of this title. 

§ 1484b. Deferral of duty on large yachts im-
ported for sale at United States boat shows 

(a) In general 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any vessel meeting the definition of a large 
yacht as provided in subsection (b) of this sec-
tion and which is otherwise dutiable may be im-
ported without the payment of duty if imported 
with the intention to offer for sale at a boat 
show in the United States. Payment of duty 
shall be deferred, in accordance with this sec-
tion, until such large yacht is sold. 

(b) Definition 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘large 
yacht’’ means a vessel that exceeds 79 feet in 
length, is used primarily for recreation or pleas-
ure, and has been previously sold by a manufac-
turer or dealer to a retail consumer. 

(c) Deferral of duty 

At the time of importation of any large yacht, 
if such large yacht is imported for sale at a boat 
show in the United States and is otherwise duti-
able, duties shall not be assessed and collected if 
the importer of record— 

(1) certifies to the Customs Service that the 
large yacht is imported pursuant to this sec-
tion for sale at a boat show in the United 
States; and 

(2) posts a bond, which shall have a duration 
of 6 months after the date of importation, in 
an amount equal to twice the amount of duty 
on the large yacht that would otherwise be im-
posed under subheading 8903.91.00 or 8903.92.00 
of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States. 

(d) Procedures upon sale 

(1) 1 Deposit of duty 

If any large yacht (which has been imported 
for sale at a boat show in the United States 
with the deferral of duties as provided in this 
section) is sold within the 6-month period 
after importation— 

(A) entry shall be completed and duty (cal-
culated at the applicable rates provided for 
under subheading 8903.91.00 or 8903.92.00 of 
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States and based upon the value of 
the large yacht at the time of importation) 
shall be deposited with the Customs Service; 
and 

(B) the bond posted as required by sub-
section (c)(2) of this section shall be re-
turned to the importer. 

(e) Procedures upon expiration of bond period 

(1) In general 

If the large yacht entered with deferral of 
duties is neither sold nor exported within the 
6-month period after importation— 

(A) entry shall be completed and duty (cal-
culated at the applicable rates provided for 
under subheading 8903.91.00 or 8903.92.00 of 
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States and based upon the value of 
the large yacht at the time of importation) 
shall be deposited with the Customs Service; 
and 
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