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(Pub. L. 91–138, § 14, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 289.) 

§ 394. Computation of time 

(a) Method of computing time 

In computing any period of time prescribed or 
allowed by this chapter or by the rules or any 
order of the committee, the day of the act, 
event, or default after which the designated pe-
riod of time begins to run shall not be included. 
The last day of the period so computed shall be 
included, unless it is a Saturday, a Sunday, or a 
legal holiday, in which event the period shall 
run until the end of the next day which is nei-
ther a Saturday, a Sunday, nor a legal holiday. 
When the period of time prescribed or allowed is 
less than seven days, intermediate Saturdays, 
Sundays, and legal holidays shall be excluded in 
the computation. For the purposes of this chap-
ter, ‘‘legal holiday’’ shall mean New Year’s Day, 
Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Inde-
pendence Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and any 
other day appointed as a holiday by the Presi-
dent or the Congress of the United States. 

(b) Service by mail 

Whenever a party has the right or is required 
to do some act or take some proceeding within 
a prescribed period after the service of a plead-
ing, motion, notice, brief, or other paper upon 
him, which is served upon him by mail, three 
days shall be added to the prescribed period. 

(c) Enlargement of time 

When by this chapter or by the rules or any 
order of the committee an act is required or al-
lowed to be done at or within a specified time, 
the committee, for good cause shown, may at 
any time in its discretion (1) with or without 
motion or notice, order the period enlarged if re-
quest therefor is made before the expiration of 
the period originally prescribed or as extended 
by a previous order, or (2) upon motion made 
after the expiration of the specified period, per-
mit the act to be done where the failure to act 
was the result of excusable neglect, but it shall 
not extend the time for serving and filing the 
notice of contest under section 382 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 15, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.) 

§ 395. Death of contestant 

In the event of the death of the contestant, 
the contested election case shall abate. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 16, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.) 

§ 396. Allowance of party’s expenses 

The committee may allow any party reim-
bursement from the applicable accounts of the 
House of Representatives of his reasonable ex-
penses of the contested election case, including 
reasonable attorneys fees, upon the verified ap-
plication of such party accompanied by a com-
plete and detailed account of his expenses and 
supporting vouchers and receipts. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 17, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290; Pub. 
L. 104–186, title II, § 211(4), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1744.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘applicable ac-

counts’’ for ‘‘contingent fund’’. 

CHAPTER 13—JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
CONGRESSIONAL OPERATIONS 

§§ 411 to 417. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 212(1)(A), (2), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1745 

Section 411, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 401, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1187, created a 10-member Joint Committee on 

Congressional Operations. 
Section 412, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 402, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1187, enumerated duties of Joint Committee. 
Section 412a, based on H. Res. No. 988, § 206, Ninety- 

third Congress, Oct. 8, 1974, enacted into permanent law 

by Pub. L. 93–554, title I, ch. III, § 101, Dec. 27, 1974, 88 

Stat. 1777, related to continuing study of jurisdiction of 

House standing committees by House members of Joint 

Committee, periodic report to House Committee on 

Rules, and contents and purposes of such report. 
Section 413, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 403, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1188, related to powers of Joint Committee, in-

cluding rulemaking, issuing subpenas, and administer-

ing oaths. 
Section 414, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 404, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1188, authorized Joint Committee to appoint 

and manage professional staff members and to utilize 

Government services, personnel, consultants, and ex-

perts. 
Section 415, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 405, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1188, related to records of Joint Committee. 
Section 416, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 406, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1189, established Office of Placement and Office 

Management which was subject to supervision and con-

trol of Joint Committee. 

Section 417, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 407, Oct. 26, 1970, 

84 Stat. 1189, directed that expenses of Joint Committee 

be paid from contingent fund of House of Representa-

tives. 

CHAPTER 14—FEDERAL ELECTION 
CAMPAIGNS 

SUBCHAPTER I—DISCLOSURE OF FEDERAL 

CAMPAIGN FUNDS 

Sec. 
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432. Organization of political committees. 

433. Registration of political committees. 

434. Reporting requirements. 

435, 436. Repealed. 

437. Reports on convention financing. 

437a, 437b. Repealed. 

437c. Federal Election Commission. 

437d. Powers of Commission. 

437e. Repealed. 

437f. Advisory opinions. 

437g. Enforcement. 

437h. Judicial review. 

438. Administrative provisions. 

438a. Maintenance of website of election reports. 

439. Statements filed with State officers; ‘‘appro-

priate State’’ defined; duties of State offi-

cers; waiver of duplicate filing requirement 

for States with electronic access. 

439a. Use of contributed amounts for certain pur-

poses. 

439b. Repealed. 

439c. Authorization of appropriations. 

440, 441. Repealed. 

441a. Limitations on contributions and expendi-

tures. 

441a–1. Modification of certain limits for House can-

didates in response to personal fund expend-

itures of opponents. 

441b. Contributions or expenditures by national 

banks, corporations, or labor organizations. 

441c. Contributions by government contractors. 

441d. Publication and distribution of statements 

and solicitations. 

441e. Contributions and donations by foreign na-

tionals. 
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Sec. 

441f. Contributions in name of another prohibited. 
441g. Limitation on contribution of currency. 
441h. Fraudulent misrepresentation of campaign 

authority. 
441i. Soft money of political parties. 
441j. Repealed. 
441k. Prohibition of contributions by minors. 

442. Authority to procure technical support and 

other services and incur travel expenses; 

payment of such expenses. 

SUBCHAPTER II—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

451. Extension of credit by regulated industries; 

regulations. 

452. Prohibition against use of certain Federal 

funds for election activities. 

453. State laws affected. 

454. Partial invalidity. 

455. Period of limitations. 

456. Repealed. 

457. Collection and use of conference fees. 

SUBCHAPTER I—DISCLOSURE OF FEDERAL 
CAMPAIGN FUNDS 

§ 431. Definitions 

When used in this Act: 
(1) The term ‘‘election’’ means— 

(A) a general, special, primary, or runoff 
election; 

(B) a convention or caucus of a political 
party which has authority to nominate a can-
didate; 

(C) a primary election held for the selection 
of delegates to a national nominating conven-
tion of a political party; and 

(D) a primary election held for the expres-
sion of a preference for the nomination of indi-
viduals for election to the office of President. 

(2) The term ‘‘candidate’’ means an individual 
who seeks nomination for election, or election, 
to Federal office, and for purposes of this para-
graph, an individual shall be deemed to seek 
nomination for election, or election— 

(A) if such individual has received contribu-
tions aggregating in excess of $5,000 or has 
made expenditures aggregating in excess of 
$5,000; or 

(B) if such individual has given his or her 
consent to another person to receive contribu-
tions or make expenditures on behalf of such 
individual and if such person has received such 
contributions aggregating in excess of $5,000 or 
has made such expenditures aggregating in ex-
cess of $5,000. 

(3) The term ‘‘Federal office’’ means the office 
of President or Vice President, or of Senator or 
Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress. 

(4) The term ‘‘political committee’’ means— 
(A) any committee, club, association, or 

other group of persons which receives con-
tributions aggregating in excess of $1,000 dur-
ing a calendar year or which makes expendi-
tures aggregating in excess of $1,000 during a 
calendar year; or 

(B) any separate segregated fund established 
under the provisions of section 441b(b) of this 
title; or 

(C) any local committee of a political party 
which receives contributions aggregating in 
excess of $5,000 during a calendar year, or 

makes payments exempted from the definition 
of contribution or expenditure as defined in 
paragraphs (8) and (9) aggregating in excess of 
$5,000 during a calendar year, or makes con-
tributions aggregating in excess of $1,000 dur-
ing a calendar year or makes expenditures ag-
gregating in excess of $1,000 during a calendar 
year. 

(5) The term ‘‘principal campaign committee’’ 
means a political committee designated and au-
thorized by a candidate under section 432(e)(1) of 
this title. 

(6) The term ‘‘authorized committee’’ means 
the principal campaign committee or any other 
political committee authorized by a candidate 
under section 432(e)(1) of this title to receive 
contributions or make expenditures on behalf of 
such candidate. 

(7) The term ‘‘connected organization’’ means 
any organization which is not a political com-
mittee but which directly or indirectly estab-
lishes, administers or financially supports a po-
litical committee. 

(8)(A) The term ‘‘contribution’’ includes— 
(i) any gift, subscription, loan, advance, or 

deposit of money or anything of value made by 
any person for the purpose of influencing any 
election for Federal office; or 

(ii) the payment by any person of compensa-
tion for the personal services of another per-
son which are rendered to a political commit-
tee without charge for any purpose. 

(B) The term ‘‘contribution’’ does not in-
clude— 

(i) the value of services provided without 
compensation by any individual who volun-
teers on behalf of a candidate or political com-
mittee; 

(ii) the use of real or personal property, in-
cluding a church or community room used on 
a regular basis by members of a community 
for noncommercial purposes, and the cost of 
invitations, food, and beverages, voluntarily 
provided by an individual to any candidate or 
any political committee of a political party in 
rendering voluntary personal services on the 
individual’s residential premises or in the 
church or community room for candidate-re-
lated or political party-related activities, to 
the extent that the cumulative value of such 
invitations, food, and beverages provided by 
such individual on behalf of any single can-
didate does not exceed $1,000 with respect to 
any single election, and on behalf of all politi-
cal committees of a political party does not 
exceed $2,000 in any calendar year; 

(iii) the sale of any food or beverage by a 
vendor for use in any candidate’s campaign or 
for use by or on behalf of any political com-
mittee of a political party at a charge less 
than the normal comparable charge, if such 
charge is at least equal to the cost of such 
food or beverage to the vendor, to the extent 
that the cumulative value of such activity by 
such vendor on behalf of any single candidate 
does not exceed $1,000 with respect to any sin-
gle election, and on behalf of all political com-
mittees of a political party does not exceed 
$2,000 in any calendar year; 

(iv) any unreimbursed payment for travel 
expenses made by any individual on behalf of 
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