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pervision of all works of art that may be placed 
in the Capitol. 

(R.S. § 1831.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 188 of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

R.S. § 1831 derived from act June 10, 1872, ch. 415, § 1, 

17 Stat. 362. 

§ 2134. Art exhibits 

No work of art or manufacture other than the 
property of the United States shall be exhibited 
in the National Statuary Hall, the Rotunda, 
Emancipation Hall of the Capitol Visitor Center, 
or the corridors of the Capitol. 

(R.S. § 1815; Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 130, 18 Stat. 376; Mar. 
3, 1879, ch. 182, 20 Stat. 391; Pub. L. 110–437, title 
I, § 101(f)(2), Oct. 20, 2008, 122 Stat. 4985.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 189 of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

Section is based on act Mar. 3, 1879, popularly known 

as the ‘‘Sundry Civil Appropriation Act, fiscal year 

1879’’. 

R.S. § 1815 derived from act July 20, 1868, ch. 176, § 6, 

15 Stat. 110. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–437 inserted ‘‘Emancipation Hall of 

the Capitol Visitor Center,’’ after ‘‘Rotunda,’’. 

§ 2135. Private studios and works of art 

No room in the Capitol shall be used for pri-
vate studios or works of art, without permission 
from the Joint Committee on the Library, given 
in writing; and it shall be the duty of the Archi-
tect of the Capitol to carry this provision into 
effect. 

(Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 130, 18 Stat. 376.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 190 of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—BOTANIC GARDEN AND 
NATIONAL GARDEN 

§ 2141. Supervision of Botanic Garden 

The supervision of the Capitol police shall ex-
tend over the Botanical Garden. 

(R.S. § 1826.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 215 of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

R.S. § 1826 derived from Res. July 15, 1870, No. 131, 16 

Stat. 391. 

§ 2142. Superintendent of Botanic Garden and 
greenhouses 

There shall be a superintendent and assistants 
in the Botanical Garden and greenhouses, who 

shall be under the direction of the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library. 

(R.S. § 1827.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 216 of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

R.S. § 1827 derived from act Mar. 3, 1873, ch. 226, § 1, 17 

Stat. 491. 

§ 2143. Utilization of personnel by Architect of 
the Capitol for maintenance and operation of 
Botanic Garden 

On and after December 27, 1974, with the ap-
proval of the Joint Committee on the Library, 
the Architect of the Capitol may utilize person-
nel paid from appropriations under his control 
for performance of administrative and clerical 
duties in connection with the maintenance and 
operation of the United States Botanic Garden, 
to such extent as he may deem feasible. 

(Pub. L. 93–554, title I, ch. III, Dec. 27, 1974, 88 
Stat. 1777.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 216b of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

§ 2144. Disbursement of appropriations for Bo-
tanic Garden 

On and after November 5, 1990, all appropria-
tions made on account of the Botanic Garden 
shall be disbursed for that purpose in the same 
manner as other appropriations under the con-
trol of the Architect of the Capitol. 

(Pub. L. 101–520, title II, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2270.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 216d of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

§ 2145. Restriction on use of appropriation for 
Botanic Garden 

On and after July 31, 1958, no part of any ap-
propriation for the Botanic Garden shall be used 
for the distribution, by congressional allotment, 
of trees, plants, shrubs, or other nursery stock. 

(Pub. L. 85–570, July 31, 1958, 72 Stat. 450.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 216a of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

§ 2146. National Garden 

(a) Establishment; gifts 

The Architect of the Capitol, subject to the di-
rection of the Joint Committee on the Library, 
is authorized to— 

(1) construct a National Garden demonstrat-
ing the diversity of plants, including the rose, 
our national flower, to be located between 
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Maryland and Independence Avenues, S.W., 
and extending from the Botanic Garden Con-
servatory to Third Streets, S.W., in the Dis-
trict of Columbia; and 

(2) solicit, receive, accept, and hold gifts, in-
cluding money, plant material, and other 
property, on behalf of the Botanic Garden, and 
to dispose of, utilize, obligate, expend, dis-
burse, and administer such gifts for the bene-
fit of the Botanic Garden, including among 
other things, the carrying out of any pro-
grams, duties, or functions of the Botanic Gar-
den, and for constructing, equipping, and 
maintaining the National Garden referred to 
in paragraph (1). 

(b) Gifts and bequests of money; investment; ap-
propriations 

(1) Gifts or bequests of money under sub-
section (a)(2) of this section shall, when received 
by the Architect, be deposited with the Treas-
urer of the United States, who shall credit these 
deposits as offsetting collections to an account 
entitled ‘‘Botanic Garden, Gifts and Donations’’. 
The gifts or bequests described under subsection 
(a)(2) of this section shall be accepted only in 
the total amount provided in appropriations 
Acts. 

(2) The Secretary of the Treasury shall invest 
any portion of the account designated in para-
graph (1) that, as determined by the Architect, 
is not required to meet current expenses. Each 
investment shall be made in an interest-bearing 
obligation of the United States or an obligation 
guaranteed both as to principal and interest by 
the United States that, as determined by the Ar-
chitect, has a maturity date suitable for the 
purposes of the account. The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall credit interest earned on the ob-
ligations to the account. 

(3) Receipts, obligations, and expenditures of 
funds under this section shall be included in an-
nual estimates submitted by the Architect for 
the operation and maintenance of the Botanic 
Garden and such funds shall be expended by the 
Architect, without regard to section 6101 of title 
41, for the purposes of this section after approval 
in appropriation Acts. All such sums shall re-
main available until expended, without fiscal 
year limitation. 

(c) Donations of personal services 

(1) In carrying out this section and his duties, 
the Architect of the Capitol may accept per-
sonal services, including educationally related 
work assignments for students in nonpay status, 
if the service is to be rendered without com-
pensation. 

(2) No person shall be permitted to donate his 
or her personal services under this section un-
less such person has first agreed, in writing, to 
waive any and all claims against the United 
States arising out of or in connection with such 
services, other than a claim under the provi-
sions of chapter 81 of title 5. 

(3) No person donating personal services under 
this section shall be considered an employee of 
the United States for any purpose other than for 
purposes of chapter 81 of title 5. 

(4) In no case shall the acceptance of personal 
services under this section result in the reduc-
tion of pay or displacement of any employee of 
the Botanic Garden. 

(d) Tax deductions 

Any gift accepted by the Architect of the Cap-
itol under this section shall be considered a gift 
to the United States for purposes of income, es-
tate, and gift tax laws of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 100–458, title III, § 307E, Oct. 1, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2183; Pub. L. 102–229, title II, § 209(a), Dec. 
12, 1991, 105 Stat. 1716; Pub. L. 104–53, title II, 
§ 201(b), Nov. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 529; Pub. L. 
105–275, title II, § 201, Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2445.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (b)(3), ‘‘section 6101 of title 41’’ substituted 

for ‘‘section 3709 of the Revised Statutes’’ on authority 

of Pub. L. 111–350, § 6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3854, 

which Act enacted Title 41, Public Contracts. 
Section was classified to section 216c of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (b)(2), (3). Pub. L. 105–275 added par. (2) 

and redesignated former par. (2) as (3). 
1995—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104–53 substituted 

‘‘plants’’ for ‘‘plans’’. 
1991—Pub. L. 102–229 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘The Architect 

of the Capitol, subject to the direction of the Joint 

Committee on the Library, is authorized to— 
‘‘(1) construct a National Garden demonstrating the 

diversity of plants, including the rose, our national 

flower, to be located between Maryland and Independ-

ence Avenues, S.W., and extending from the United 

States Botanic Garden Conservatory to Third Street, 

S.W., in the District of Columbia; and 
‘‘(2) accept gifts, including money, plants, volun-

teer time, planning, construction and installation ex-

penses, assistance and implements, and garden struc-

tures, on behalf of the United States Botanic Garden 

for the purpose of constructing the National Garden 

described in paragraph (1).’’ 

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR CONSTRUCTING, EQUIPPING, AND 

MAINTAINING NATIONAL GARDEN 

Pub. L. 102–392, title II, § 201, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 

1716, as amended by Pub. L. 104–53, title II, § 201(a), Nov. 

19, 1995, 109 Stat. 529; Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(2) [title III, 

§ 312], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–120; Pub. L. 

107–68, title I, § 135, Nov. 12, 2001, 115 Stat. 583, provided 

that: 
‘‘(a) Pursuant to section 307E of the Legislative 

Branch Appropriations Act, 1989 (40 U.S.C. 216c) [now 2 

U.S.C. 2146], not more than $16,500,000 shall be accepted 

and not more than $16,500,000 of the amounts accepted 

shall be available for obligation by the Architect of the 

Capitol for constructing, equipping, and maintaining 

the National Garden. 
‘‘(b) The Architect of the Capitol is authorized to so-

licit, receive, accept, and hold amounts under section 

307E(a)(2) of the Legislative Branch Appropriations 

Act, 1989 (40 U.S.C. 216c(a)(2)) [now 2 U.S.C. 2146(a)(2)] in 

excess of the $16,500,000 authorized under subsection (a), 

but such amounts (and any interest thereon) shall not 

be expended by the Architect without approval in ap-

propriation Acts as required under section 307E(b)(3) of 

such Act (40 U.S.C. 216c(b)(3)) [now 2 U.S.C. 2146(b)(3)].’’ 

RENOVATION OF CONSERVATORY OF BOTANIC GARDEN 

Pub. L. 102–229, title II, § 209(b), Dec. 12, 1991, 105 Stat. 

1717, provided that: ‘‘Pursuant to section 307E of the 

Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 1989 [2 U.S.C. 

2146], not more than $2,000,000 shall be accepted and not 

more than $2,000,000 of the amounts accepted shall be 

available for obligation by the Architect for prepara-

tion of working drawings, specifications, and cost esti-

mates for renovation of the Conservatory of the Bo-

tanic Garden.’’ 
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§ 2147. Plant material exchanges 

On and after July 8, 1935, plant material ex-
changes may be made with botanic gardens, in-
stitutions, municipal parks, and gardens. 

(July 8, 1935, ch. 374, 49 Stat. 471.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was classified to section 217a of former Title 

40, prior to the enactment of Title 40, Public Buildings, 

Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 107–217, § 1, Aug. 21, 

2002, 116 Stat. 1062. 

Section is based on par. under heading ‘‘BOTANIC 

GARDEN’’ in act of July 8, 1935, known as the ‘‘Legisla-

tive Branch Appropriation Act, 1936’’. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—OTHER ENTITIES AND 
SERVICES 

§ 2161. John W. McCormack Residential Page 
School 

(a) Construction authorization for dormitory and 
classroom facilities complex 

There is hereby authorized to be constructed, 
on a site jointly approved by the Senate Office 
Building Commission and the House Office 
Building Commission, in accordance with plans 
which shall be prepared by or under the direc-
tion of the Architect of the Capitol and which 
shall be submitted to and jointly approved by 
the Senate Office Building Commission and the 
House Office Building Commission, a fireproof 
building containing dormitory and classroom fa-
cilities, including necessary furnishings and 
equipment, for pages of the Senate, the House of 
Representatives, and the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

(b) Acquisition of property in District of Colum-
bia 

The Architect of the Capitol, under the joint 
direction and supervision of the Senate Office 
Building Commission and the House Office 
Building Commission, is authorized to acquire 
on behalf of the United States, by purchase, con-
demnation, transfer, or otherwise, such publicly 
or privately owned real property in the District 
of Columbia (including all alleys, and parts of 
alleys, and streets within the curblines sur-
rounding such real property) located in the vi-
cinity of the United States Capitol Grounds, as 
may be approved jointly by the Senate Office 
Building Commission and the House Office 
Building Commission, for the purpose of con-
structing on such real property, in accordance 
with this section, a suitable dormitory and 
classroom facilities complex for pages of the 
Senate, the House of Representatives, and the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

(c) Condemnation proceedings 

Any proceeding for condemnation instituted 
under subsection (b) of this section shall be con-
ducted in accordance with subchapter IV of 
chapter 13 of title 16 of the District of Columbia 
Code. 

(d) Transfer of United States owned property 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any real property owned by the United States, 
and any alleys, or parts of alleys and streets, 
contained within the curblines surrounding the 

real property acquired on behalf of the United 
States under this section shall be transferred, 
upon the request of the Architect of the Capitol 
made with the joint approval of the Senate Of-
fice Building Commission and the House Office 
Building Commission, to the jurisdiction and 
control of the Architect of the Capitol. 

(e) Alley and street closures by Mayor of the Dis-
trict of Columbia 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any alleys, or parts of alleys and streets, con-
tained within the curblines surrounding the real 
property acquired on behalf of the United States 
under this section shall be closed and vacated by 
the Mayor of the District of Columbia in accord-
ance with any request therefor made by the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol with the joint approval of 
the Senate Office Building Commission and the 
House Office Building Commission. 

(f) United States Capitol Grounds provisions ap-
plicable 

Upon the acquisition on behalf of the United 
States of all real property under this section, 
such property shall be a part of the United 
States Capitol Grounds and shall be subject to 
the provisions of sections 1922, 1961, 1966, 1967, 
and 1969 of this title and sections 5101 to 5107 and 
5109 of title 40. 

(g) Designation; employment of services under 
supervision and control of Architect of the 
Capitol: joint approval and direction of 
Speaker and President pro tempore; annual 
estimates to Congress; regulations governing 
Architect of the Capitol 

The building constructed on the real property 
acquired under this section shall be designated 
the ‘‘John W. McCormack Residential Page 
School’’. The employment of all services (other 
than that of the United States Capitol Police) 
necessary for its protection, care, maintenance, 
and use, for which appropriations are made by 
Congress, shall be under the control and super-
vision of the Architect of the Capitol. Such su-
pervision and control shall be subject to the 
joint approval and direction of the Speaker and 
the President pro tempore. The Architect shall 
submit annually to the Congress estimates in 
detail for all services, other than those of the 
United States Capitol Police or those provided 
in connection with the conduct of school oper-
ations and the personal supervision of pages, and 
for all other expenses in connection with the 
protection, care, maintenance, and use of the 
John W. McCormack Residential Page School. 
The Speaker and the President pro tempore 
shall prescribe, from time to time, regulations 
governing the Architect in the provision of serv-
ices and the protection, care, and maintenance, 
of the John W. McCormack Residential Page 
School. 

(h) Joint appointee for supervision and control 
over page activities; regulations; Residence 
Superintendent of Pages: appointment, com-
pensation, and duties; additional personnel: 
appointment and compensation 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and the President pro tempore of the Senate 
jointly shall designate an officer of the House 
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