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participating in the project be low-income in-
dividuals; 

(4) require that there be a determination by 
the institution, with respect to each partici-
pant in such project, that the participant has 
a need for academic support in order to pursue 
successfully a program of education beyond 
secondary school; 

(5) require that such participants be enrolled 
or accepted for enrollment at the institution 
which is the recipient of the grant or contract; 
and 

(6) consider, in addition to such other cri-
teria as the Secretary may prescribe, the in-
stitution’s effort, and where applicable past 
history, in— 

(A) providing sufficient financial assist-
ance to meet the full financial need of each 
student in the project; and 

(B) maintaining the loan burden of each 
such student at a manageable level. 

(Pub. L. 89–329, title IV, § 402D, as added Pub. L. 
102–325, title IV, § 402(a)(4), July 23, 1992, 106 Stat. 
488; amended Pub. L. 103–208, § 2(b)(11), Dec. 20, 
1993, 107 Stat. 2459; Pub. L. 105–244, title IV, 
§ 402(d), Oct. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1655; Pub. L. 
106–554, § 1(a)(1) [title III, § 317(a)], Dec. 21, 2000, 
114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–48; Pub. L. 110–315, title IV, 
§ 403(d), Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 3201; Pub. L. 
111–152, title II, § 2101(b)(2), Mar. 30, 2010, 124 
Stat. 1073.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 111–152 substituted ‘‘ex-
ceed the Federal Pell Grant amount, determined under 
section 1070a(b)(2)(A) of this title, for which a student 
is eligible, or be less than the minimum Federal Pell 
Grant amount described in section 1070a(b)(4) of this 
title, for’’ for ‘‘exceed the maximum appropriated Pell 
Grant or, be less than the minimum appropriated Pell 
Grant, for’’. 

2008—Subsec. (a)(3), (4). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(d)(1), 
added pars. (3) and (4) and struck out former par. (3) 
which read as follows: ‘‘to foster an institutional cli-
mate supportive of the success of low-income and first 
generation college students and individuals with dis-
abilities.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(d)(3), added subsec. 
(b) and struck out former subsec. (b) which related to 
permissible services. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(d)(2), (3), added 
subsec. (c) and redesignated former subsec. (c) as (d). 
Former subsec. (d) redesignated (e). 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(d)(4), substituted 
‘‘subsection (c)’’ for ‘‘subsection (b)’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(d)(2), (5), redesig-
nated subsec. (d) as (e) and substituted ‘‘projects under 
this section’’ for ‘‘student support services projects 
under this division’’ in introductory provisions. 

2000—Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 106–554 added subsec. 
(c) and redesignated former subsec. (c) as (d). 

1998—Subsec. (c)(6). Pub. L. 105–244 amended par. (6) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (6) read as follows: 
‘‘require an assurance from the institution which is the 
recipient of the grant or contract that each student en-
rolled in the project will be offered sufficient financial 
assistance to meet that student’s full financial need.’’ 

1993—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 103–208 struck out ‘‘ei-
ther’’ after ‘‘application’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–152 effective July 1, 2010, 
see section 2101(c) of Pub. L. 111–152, set out as a note 
under section 1070a of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(1) [title III, § 317(b)], Dec. 21, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–49, provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by subsection (a) [amending this 
section] shall apply with respect to student support 
services grants awarded on or after the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 21, 2000].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–244 effective Oct. 1, 1998, 
except as otherwise provided in Pub. L. 105–244, see sec-
tion 3 of Pub. L. 105–244, set out as a note under section 
1001 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–208 effective as if included 
in the Higher Education Amendments of 1992, Pub. L. 
102–325, except as otherwise provided, see section 5(a) of 
Pub. L. 103–208, set out as a note under section 1051 of 
this title. 

§ 1070a–15. Postbaccalaureate achievement pro-
gram authority 

(a) Program authority 

The Secretary shall carry out a program to be 
known as the ‘‘Ronald E. McNair Postbacca-
laureate Achievement Program’’ that shall be 
designed to provide disadvantaged college stu-
dents with effective preparation for doctoral 
study. 

(b) Required services 

A project assisted under this section shall pro-
vide— 

(1) opportunities for research or other schol-
arly activities at the institution or at grad-
uate centers designed to provide students with 
effective preparation for doctoral study; 

(2) summer internships; 
(3) seminars and other educational activities 

designed to prepare students for doctoral 
study; 

(4) tutoring; 
(5) academic counseling; and 
(6) activities designed to assist students par-

ticipating in the project in securing admission 
to and financial assistance for enrollment in 
graduate programs. 

(c) Permissible services 

A project assisted under this section may pro-
vide services such as— 

(1) education or counseling services designed 
to improve the financial literacy and eco-
nomic literacy of students, including financial 
planning for postsecondary education; 

(2) mentoring programs involving faculty 
members at institutions of higher education, 
students, or any combination of such persons; 
and 

(3) exposure to cultural events and academic 
programs not usually available to disadvan-
taged students. 

(d) Requirements 

In approving applications for projects assisted 
under this section for any fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall require— 

(1) an assurance that not less than two- 
thirds of the individuals participating in the 
project proposed to be carried out under any 
application be low-income individuals who are 
first generation college students; 
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(2) an assurance that the remaining persons 
participating in the project proposed to be car-
ried out be from a group that is under-
represented in graduate education, including— 

(A) Alaska Natives, as defined in section 
7546 of this title; 

(B) Native Hawaiians, as defined in section 
7517 of this title; and 

(C) Native American Pacific Islanders, as 
defined in section 1059g of this title; 

(3) an assurance that participants be en-
rolled in a degree program at an eligible insti-
tution having an agreement with the Sec-
retary in accordance with the provisions of 
section 1094 of this title; and 

(4) an assurance that participants in summer 
research internships have completed their 
sophomore year in postsecondary education. 

(e) Award considerations 

In addition to such other selection criteria as 
may be prescribed by regulations, the Secretary 
shall consider in making awards to institutions 
under this section— 

(1) the quality of research and other schol-
arly activities in which students will be in-
volved; 

(2) the level of faculty involvement in the 
project and the description of the research in 
which students will be involved; and 

(3) the institution’s plan for identifying and 
recruiting participants including students en-
rolled in projects authorized under this sec-
tion. 

(f) Maximum stipends 

Students participating in research under a 
project under this section may receive an award 
that— 

(1) shall include a stipend not to exceed 
$2,800 per annum; and 

(2) may include, in addition, the costs of 
summer tuition, summer room and board, and 
transportation to summer programs. 

(g) Funding 

From amounts appropriated pursuant to the 
authority of section 1070a–11(g) of this title, the 
Secretary shall, to the extent practicable, allo-
cate funds for projects authorized by this sec-
tion in an amount which is not less than 
$11,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2009 
through 2014. 

(Pub. L. 89–329, title IV, § 402E, as added Pub. L. 
102–325, title IV, § 402(a)(4), July 23, 1992, 106 Stat. 
489; amended Pub. L. 105–244, title IV, § 402(e), 
Oct. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1655; Pub. L. 110–315, title 
IV, § 403(e), Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 3203; Pub. L. 
111–39, title IV, § 401(a)(5), July 1, 2009, 123 Stat. 
1938.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (d)(2)(C). Pub. L. 111–39 struck out pe-
riod before semicolon at end. 

2008—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(e)(1)(A), (B), in-
serted ‘‘Required’’ before ‘‘services’’ in heading and, in 
introductory provisions, substituted ‘‘A project as-
sisted under this section shall provide—’’ for ‘‘A post-
baccalaureate achievement project assisted under this 
section may provide services such as—’’. 

Subsec. (b)(5) to (8). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(e)(1)(C)–(E), 
inserted ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon in par. (5), sub-

stituted a period for the semicolon in par. (6), and 
struck out pars. (7) and (8) which read as follows: 

‘‘(7) mentoring programs involving faculty members 
at institutions of higher education, students, or any 
combination of such persons; and 

‘‘(8) exposure to cultural events and academic pro-
grams not usually available to disadvantaged stu-
dents.’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(e)(3), added subsec. 
(c). Former subsec. (c) redesignated (d). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(e)(2), (4)(A), redesig-
nated subsec. (c) as (d) and struck out ‘‘postbacca-
laureate achievement’’ after ‘‘applications for’’ in in-
troductory provisions. Former subsec. (d) redesignated 
(e). 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(e)(4)(B), inserted 
‘‘, including—’’ and added subpars. (A) to (C) before 
semicolon. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(e)(2), redesignated 
subsec. (d) as (e). Former subsec. (e) redesignated (f). 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(e)(2), (5), redesignated 
subsec. (e) as (f) and substituted ‘‘project under this 
section’’ for ‘‘postbaccalaureate achievement project’’ 
in introductory provisions. Former subsec. (f) redesig-
nated (g). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 110–315, § 403(e)(2), (6), redesig-
nated subsec. (f) as (g) and substituted ‘‘section 
1070a–11(g)’’ for ‘‘section 1070a–11(f)’’ and ‘‘2009 through 
2014’’ for ‘‘1993 through 1997’’. 

1998—Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 105–244 substituted 
‘‘$2,800’’ for ‘‘$2,400’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–39 effective as if enacted 
on the date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–315 (Aug. 14, 
2008), see section 3 of Pub. L. 111–39, set out as a note 
under section 1001 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–244 effective Oct. 1, 1998, 
except as otherwise provided in Pub. L. 105–244, see sec-
tion 3 of Pub. L. 105–244, set out as a note under section 
1001 of this title. 

§ 1070a–16. Educational opportunity centers 

(a) Program authority; services provided 

The Secretary shall carry out a program to be 
known as educational opportunity centers which 
shall be designed— 

(1) to provide information with respect to fi-
nancial and academic assistance available for 
individuals desiring to pursue a program of 
postsecondary education; 

(2) to provide assistance to such persons in 
applying for admission to institutions at 
which a program of postsecondary education is 
offered, including preparing necessary applica-
tions for use by admissions and financial aid 
officers; and 

(3) to improve the financial literacy and eco-
nomic literacy of students, including— 

(A) basic personal income, household 
money management, and financial planning 
skills; and 

(B) basic economic decisionmaking skills. 

(b) Permissible services 

An educational opportunity center assisted 
under this section may provide services such 
as— 

(1) public information campaigns designed to 
inform the community regarding opportuni-
ties for postsecondary education and training; 

(2) academic advice and assistance in course 
selection; 
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