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§ 1126. Technological innovation and cooperation 
for foreign information access 

(a) Authority 

(1) In general 

The Secretary is authorized to make grants 
to institutions of higher education, public or 
nonprofit private libraries, or partnerships be-
tween such institutions and other such insti-
tutions, libraries, or nonprofit educational or-
ganizations, to develop innovative techniques 
or programs using electronic technologies to 
collect, organize, preserve, and widely dissemi-
nate information from foreign sources on 
world regions and countries other than the 
United States that address our Nation’s teach-
ing and research needs in international edu-
cation and foreign languages. 

(2) Grant recipients 

The Secretary may award grants under this 
section to carry out the activities authorized 
under this section to the following: 

(A) An institution of higher education. 
(B) A public or nonprofit private library. 
(C) A partnership of an institution of high-

er education and one or more of the follow-
ing: 

(i) Another institution of higher edu-
cation. 

(ii) A library. 
(iii) A nonprofit educational organiza-

tion. 

(b) Authorized activities 

Grants under this section may be used— 
(1) to acquire, facilitate access to, or pre-

serve foreign information resources in print or 
electronic forms; 

(2) to develop new means of immediate, full- 
text document delivery for information and 
scholarship from abroad; 

(3) to develop new means of or standards for 
shared electronic access to international data; 

(4) to support collaborative projects of in-
dexing, cataloging, and other means of biblio-
graphic access for scholars to important re-
search materials published or distributed out-
side the United States; 

(5) to develop methods for the wide dissemi-
nation of resources written in non-Roman lan-
guage alphabets; 

(6) to assist teachers of less commonly 
taught languages in acquiring, via electronic 
and other means, materials suitable for class-
room use; 

(7) to promote collaborative technology 
based projects in foreign languages, area stud-
ies, and international studies among grant re-
cipients under this subchapter; 

(8) to establish linkages to facilitate carry-
ing out the activities described in this sub-
section between— 

(A) the institutions of higher education, li-
braries, and partnerships receiving grants 
under this section; and 

(B) institutions of higher education, non-
profit educational organizations, and librar-
ies overseas; and 

(9) to carry out other activities that the Sec-
retary determines are consistent with the pur-
pose of the grants awarded under this section. 

(c) Application 

Each institution of higher education, library, 
or partnership desiring a grant under this sec-
tion shall submit an application to the Sec-
retary at such time, in such manner, and accom-
panied by such information and assurances as 
the Secretary may reasonably require. 

(d) Match required 

The Federal share of the total cost of carrying 
out a program supported by a grant under this 
section shall not be more than 662⁄3 percent. The 
non-Federal share of such cost may be provided 
either in-kind or in cash, and may include con-
tributions from private sector corporations or 
foundations. 

(Pub. L. 89–329, title VI, § 606, as added Pub. L. 
105–244, title VI, § 601, Oct. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1781; 
amended Pub. L. 110–315, title VI, § 606, Aug. 14, 
2008, 122 Stat. 3337.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 1126, Pub. L. 89–329, title VI, § 609, for-
merly § 606, as added Pub. L. 96–374, title VI, § 601(a), 
Oct. 3, 1980, 94 Stat. 1467; renumbered § 609, Pub. L. 
99–498, title VI, § 605(1), Oct. 17, 1986, 100 Stat. 1517; 
amended Pub. L. 102–325, title VI, § 601, July 23, 1992, 106 
Stat. 727, related to equitable distribution of grants, 
prior to the general amendment of this part by Pub. L. 
105–244. 

Another prior section 1126, Pub. L. 89–329, title VI, 
§ 606, Nov. 8, 1965, 79 Stat. 1265, related to reservation 
and payment of equipment grants to institutions of 
higher education, prior to the general amendment of 
this subchapter by Pub. L. 96–374. 

A prior section 606 of Pub. L. 89–329 was classified to 
section 1125 of this title, prior to the general amend-
ment of this part by Pub. L. 105–244. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–315, § 606(1)(D), (E), des-
ignated existing provisions as par. (1), inserted heading, 
and added par. (2). 

Pub. L. 110–315, § 606(1)(A)–(C), substituted ‘‘or part-
nerships between such institutions and other such in-
stitutions, libraries, or nonprofit educational organiza-
tions’’ for ‘‘or consortia of such institutions or librar-
ies’’ and ‘‘electronic technologies’’ for ‘‘new electronic 
technologies’’ and inserted ‘‘from foreign sources’’ 
after ‘‘disseminate information’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 110–315, § 606(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘to acquire, facilitate access to,’’ for ‘‘to facilitate ac-
cess to’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 110–315, § 606(2)(B), inserted ‘‘or 
standards for’’ after ‘‘develop new means of’’. 

Subsec. (b)(8), (9). Pub. L. 110–315, § 606(2)(C)–(E), 
added pars. (8) and (9). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110–315, § 606(3), substituted ‘‘insti-
tution of higher education, library, or partnership’’ for 
‘‘institution or consortium’’. 

§ 1127. Selection of certain grant recipients 

(a) Competitive grants 

The Secretary shall award grants under sec-
tion 1122 of this title competitively on the basis 
of criteria that separately, but not less rigor-
ously, evaluates— 

(1) the applications for comprehensive for-
eign language and area or international stud-
ies centers and programs; and 

(2) the applications for undergraduate for-
eign language and area or international stud-
ies centers and programs. 

(b) Selection criteria 

The Secretary shall set criteria for grants 
awarded under section 1122 of this title by which 
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