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(1) A description of the activities carried out 
by and through the National Education Cen-
ters during the prior fiscal years. 

(2) A summary of each grant, contract, and 
cooperative agreement in excess of $100,000 
funded through the National Education Cen-
ters during the prior fiscal years, including, at 
a minimum, the amount, duration, recipient, 
purpose of the award, and the relationship, if 
any, to the priorities and mission of the Insti-
tute, which shall be available in a user-friend-
ly electronic database. 

(3) A description of how the activities of the 
National Education Centers are consistent 
with the principles of scientifically valid re-
search and the priorities and mission of the 
Institute. 

(4) Such additional comments, recommenda-
tions, and materials as the Director considers 
appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 107–279, title I, § 119, Nov. 5, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1953.) 

§ 9520. Competitive awards 

Activities carried out under this Act through 
grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements, at 
a minimum, shall be awarded on a competitive 
basis and, when practicable, through a process 
of peer review. 

(Pub. L. 107–279, title I, § 120, Nov. 5, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1953.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, means Pub. L. 107–279, 
Nov. 5, 2002, 116 Stat. 1940, which enacted this chapter 
and section 3419 of this title, amended sections 1232j, 
3412, 3461, 6194, 6311, 6312, 6317, 6491, 6932, 7013, 7253c, 
7283b, 7283d, 7451, 7703, 7909, 9007, 9010, 9011, 9573, 9623, 
and 9624 of this title and section 5315 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees, transferred sections 
9010 and 9011 of this title to sections 9621 and 9622 of 
this title, respectively, repealed sections 3419, 6011, 6021, 
6031, 6041, 6051, 6053 to 6053e, 6054 to 6054b, 6055 to 6055h, 
6056, 6056a, 9001 to 9009, and 9012 of this title, enacted 
provisions set out as notes under section 7703 and 9501 
of this title, and repealed provisions set out as notes 
under sections 1221e and 9001 of this title. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

PART B—NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION 
RESEARCH 

§ 9531. Establishment 

(a) Establishment 

There is established in the Institute a Na-
tional Center for Education Research (in this 
part referred to as the ‘‘Research Center’’). 

(b) Mission 

The mission of the Research Center is— 
(1) to sponsor sustained research that will 

lead to the accumulation of knowledge and un-
derstanding of education, to— 

(A) ensure that all children have access to 
a high-quality education; 

(B) improve student academic achieve-
ment, including through the use of edu-
cational technology; 

(C) close the achievement gap between 
high-performing and low-performing stu-
dents through the improvement of teaching 

and learning of reading, writing, mathe-
matics, science, and other academic sub-
jects; and 

(D) improve access to, and opportunity for, 
postsecondary education; 

(2) to support the synthesis and, as appro-
priate, the integration of education research; 

(3) to promote quality and integrity through 
the use of accepted practices of scientific in-
quiry to obtain knowledge and understanding 
of the validity of education theories, prac-
tices, or conditions; and 

(4) to promote scientifically valid research 
findings that can provide the basis for improv-
ing academic instruction and lifelong learn-
ing. 

(Pub. L. 107–279, title I, § 131, Nov. 5, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1954.) 

§ 9532. Commissioner for Education Research 

The Research Center shall be headed by a 
Commissioner for Education Research (in this 
part referred to as the ‘‘Research Commis-
sioner’’) who shall have substantial knowledge 
of the activities of the Research Center, includ-
ing a high level of expertise in the fields of re-
search and research management. 

(Pub. L. 107–279, title I, § 132, Nov. 5, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1954.) 

§ 9533. Duties 

(a) General duties 

The Research Center shall— 
(1) maintain published peer-review standards 

and standards for the conduct and evaluation 
of all research and development carried out 
under the auspices of the Research Center in 
accordance with this part; 

(2) propose to the Director a research plan 
that— 

(A) is consistent with the priorities and 
mission of the Institute and the mission of 
the Research Center and includes the activi-
ties described in paragraph (3); and 

(B) shall be carried out pursuant to para-
graph (4) and, as appropriate, be updated and 
modified; 

(3) carry out specific, long-term research ac-
tivities that are consistent with the priorities 
and mission of the Institute, and are approved 
by the Director; 

(4) implement the plan proposed under para-
graph (2) to carry out scientifically valid re-
search that— 

(A) uses objective and measurable indica-
tors, including timelines, that are used to 
assess the progress and results of such re-
search; 

(B) meets the procedures for peer review 
established by the Director under section 
9514(f)(5) of this title and the standards of re-
search described in section 9534 of this title; 
and 

(C) includes both basic research and ap-
plied research, which shall include research 
conducted through field-initiated research 
and ongoing research initiatives; 

(5) promote the use of scientifically valid re-
search within the Federal Government, includ-
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