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95-424, title I, §102(g)(1)(A), title VI, §605, Oct. 6, 1978, 92
Stat. 942, 961, effective Oct. 1, 1978.

§2211c. Development and certification of poverty
measurement methods; application of meth-
ods

(a) Development and certification
(1) In general

The Administrator of the Agency, in con-
sultation with microenterprise institutions
and other appropriate organizations, shall de-
velop no fewer than two low-cost methods for
implementing partner organizations to use to
assess the poverty levels of their current in-
coming or prospective clients. The Adminis-
trator shall develop poverty indicators that
correlate with the circumstances of the very
poor.

(2) Field testing

The Administrator shall field-test the meth-
ods developed under paragraph (1). As part of
the testing, institutions and programs may
use the methods on a voluntary basis to dem-
onstrate their ability to reach the very poor.
(3) Certification

Not later than April 1, 2005, the Adminis-
trator shall, from among the low-cost poverty
measurement methods developed under para-
graph (1), certify no fewer than two such
methods as approved methods for measuring
the poverty levels of current, incoming, or
prospective clients of microenterprise institu-
tions for purposes of assistance under section
2211a of this title.

(b) Application

The Administrator shall require that, with
reasonable exceptions, all implementing partner
organizations applying for microenterprise as-
sistance under this subpart use one of the cer-
tified methods, beginning not later than October
1, 2006, to determine and report the poverty lev-
els of current, incoming, or prospective clients.

(Pub. L. 87-195, pt. I, §254, as added Pub. L.
108-484, §3, Dec. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 3926.)

§2211d. Additional authorities

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
amounts made available for assistance for
microenterprise development assistance under
any provision of law other than this subpart
may be provided to further the purposes of this
subpart. To the extent assistance described in
the preceding sentence is provided in accordance
with such sentence, the Administrator of the
Agency shall include, as part of the report re-
quired under section 2214 of this title, a detailed
description of such assistance and, to the extent
applicable, the information required by para-
graphs (1) through (11) of subsection (b) of such
section with respect to such assistance.

(Pub. L. 87-195, pt. I, §255, as added Pub. L.
108484, §3, Dec. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 3926.)

Division B—Credit Assistance

§2212. Microenterprise development credits
(a) Findings and policy
Congress finds and declares that—
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(1) the development of micro- and small en-
terprises is a vital factor in the stable growth
of developing countries and in the develop-
ment and stability of a free, open, and equi-
table international economic system; and

(2) it is, therefore, in the best interests of
the United States to assist the access to finan-
cial services and the development of micro-
enterprises in developing countries and to en-
gage the United States private sector in that
process.

(b) Program

To carry out the policy set forth in subsection
(a) of this section, the President is authorized to
provide assistance to increase the availability of
financial services to microenterprise households
lacking full access to credit, including
through—

(1) loans and guarantees to microfinance in-
stitutions for the purpose of expanding the
availability of savings and credit to poor and
low-income households;

(2) training programs for microfinance insti-
tutions in order to enable them to better meet
the financial services needs of their clients;
and

(3) training programs for clients in order to
enable them to make better use of credit, in-
crease their financial literacy, and to better
manage their enterprises to improve their
quality of life.

(c) Eligibility criteria

The Administrator of the Agency shall estab-
lish criteria for determining which microfinance
institutions described in subsection (b)(1) of this
section are eligible to carry out activities, with
respect to microenterprise households, assisted
under this section. Such criteria may include
the following:

(1) The extent to which the recipients of fi-
nancial services from the entity do not have
access to the local formal financial sector.

(2) The extent to which the recipients of fi-
nancial services from the entity are among
the poorest people in the country.

(3) The extent to which the entity is ori-
ented toward working directly with poor
women.

(4) The extent to which the entity recovers
its cost of lending.

(5) The extent to which the entity imple-
ments a plan to become financially sustain-
able.

(d) Additional requirement

Assistance provided under this section may
only be used to support programs for micro-
enterprise households and may not be used to
support programs not directly related to the
purposes described in subsection (b) of this sec-
tion.

(e) Procurement provision

Assistance may be provided under this section
without regard to section 2354(a) of this title.

(f) Availability of funds
(1) In general

Of the amounts authorized to be available to
carry out subchapter I of this chapter, there
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