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§412. Agency accountability

(a) TRIENNIAL STATE MANAGEMENT REVIEWS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall conduct a
review of each State highway safety program
at least once every 3 years.

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary may conduct
reviews of the highway safety programs of the
United States Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands as often as the Secretary
determines to be appropriate.

(3) COMPONENTS.—Reviews under this sub-
section shall include—

(A) a management evaluation of all grant
programs funded under this chapter;

(B) an assessment of State data collection
and evaluation relating to performance
measures established by the Secretary;

(C) a comparison of State efforts under
subparagraphs (A) and (B) to best practices
and programs that have been evaluated for
effectiveness; and

(D) the development of recommendations
on how each State could—

(i) improve the management and over-
sight of its grant activities; and

(ii) provide a management and oversight
plan for such grant programs.

(b) RECOMMENDATIONS BEFORE SUBMISSION.—In
order to provide guidance to State highway safe-
ty agencies on matters that should be addressed
in the goals and initiatives of the State highway
safety program before the program is submitted
for review, the Secretary shall provide data-
based recommendations to each State at least 90
days before the date on which the program is to
be submitted for approval.

(c) STATE PROGRAM REVIEW.—The Secretary
shall—

(1) conduct a program improvement review
of a highway safety program under this chap-
ter of a State that does not make substantial
progress over a 3-year period in meeting its
priority program goals; and

(2) provide technical assistance and safety
program requirements to be incorporated in
the State highway safety program for any goal
not achieved.

(d) REGIONAL HARMONIZATION.—The Secretary
and the Inspector General of the Department of
Transportation shall undertake an administra-
tive review of the practices and procedures of
the management reviews and program reviews of
State highway safety programs under this chap-
ter conducted by the regional offices of the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration
and prepare a written report of best practices
and procedures for use by the regional offices in
conducting such reviews. The report shall be
completed within 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this section.

(e) BEST PRACTICES GUIDELINES.—

(1) UNIFORM GUIDELINES.—The Secretary
shall issue uniform management review guide-
lines and program review guidelines based on
the report under subsection (d). Each regional
office shall use the guidelines in executing its
State administrative review duties under this
section.
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(2) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall make
publicly available on the Web site (or succes-
sor electronic facility) of the Administration
the following documents upon their comple-
tion:

(A) The Secretary’s management review
guidelines and program review guidelines.

(B) All State highway safety programs
submitted under this chapter.

(C) State annual accomplishment reports.

(D) The Administration’s Summary Report
of findings from Management Reviews and

Improvement Plans.

(3) REPORTS TO STATE HIGHWAY SAFETY AGEN-
CIES.—The Secretary may not make publicly
available a program, report, or review under
paragraph (2) that is directed to a State high-
way safety agency until after the date on
which the program, report, or review is sub-
mitted to that agency under this chapter.

(Added Pub. L. 109-59, title II, §2008(a), Aug. 10,
2005, 119 Stat. 15633; amended Pub. L. 112-141, div.
C, title I, §31107, July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 755.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (d), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 109-59,
which was approved Aug. 10, 2005.

AMENDMENTS

2012—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112-141, §31107(1), amended
subsec. (a) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as
follows: ‘At least once every 3 years the Secretary
shall conduct a review of each State highway safety
program. The review shall include a management eval-
uation of all grant programs funded under this chapter.
The Secretary shall provide review-based recommenda-
tions on how each State could improve the manage-
ment and oversight of its grant activities and may pro-
vide a management and oversight plan for such grant
programs.”’

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 112-141, §31107(2), struck out sub-
sec. (f) which related to GAO review.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 112-141 effective Oct. 1, 2012,
see section 3(a) of Pub. L. 112-141, set out as an Effec-
tive and Termination Dates of 2012 Amendment note
under section 101 of this title.

CHAPTER 5—RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGY, AND

EDUCATION

Sec.
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502. Surface transportation research, develop-
ment, and technology.

503. Research and technology development and de-
ployment.

504. Training and education.

505. State planning and research.

[606, 507. Repealed.]

508. Transportation research and development
strategic planning.

[609. Repealed.]

510. Future strategic highway research program.
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180 in original. Does not conform to section catchline.
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