§ 622

Hundred Third Congress, redesignated the Select Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs as the Committee on Indian
Affairs.

§ 622. Exchange of tribal lands; title to lands

For the purpose of consolidation of Indian
lands the Secretary of the Interior is authorized,
under such regulations as he may prescribe, to
exchange any lands or interests therein, includ-
ing improvements and water rights with the
consent of the Pueblo or Navajo tribal authori-
ties for other lands, water rights, and improve-
ments of similar value in the area set apart for
the Pueblos and Canoncito Navajos or in the
areas declared to be public domain or within any
public domain within New Mexico. Title to all
lands acquired under the provisions of this sub-
chapter shall be taken in the name of the United
States in trust for the respective Pueblo Indians
and the Navajo Canoncito group.

(Aug. 13, 1949, ch. 425, §2, 63 Stat. 605.)

§623. Disbursement of deposits in the United
Pueblos Agency

The funds now on deposit in the United Pueb-
los Agency in ‘‘special deposits’® which have ac-
crued from issuance of livestock-crossing per-
mits and fees collected for grazing permits on
the lands which have been under the jurisdiction
of the Department of the Interior shall be ex-
pended or disbursed for the benefit of the Indi-
ans under such rules and regulations as the Sec-
retary of the Interior may prescribe.

(Aug. 13, 1949, ch. 425, §3, 63 Stat. 605.)

§ 624. Exchange of lands

(a) Authorization of Secretary; manner and place

For the purpose of improving the land tenure
pattern and consolidating Pueblo Indian lands,
the Secretary of the Interior is authorized,
under such regulations as he may prescribe, to
acquire by exchange any lands or interests
therein, including improvements and water
rights, within the Pueblo land consolidation
areas, and to convey in exchange therefor not to
exceed an equal value of unappropriated public
lands within the State of New Mexico, or, with
the consent of the Pueblo authorities any Pueb-
lo tribal lands or interest therein, including im-
provements and water rights.

(b) Reservation of minerals, easements, or rights
of use

Either party to an exchange under this section
may reserve minerals, easements, or rights of
use.

(c) Execution of title documents

The Secretary may execute any title docu-
ments necessary to effect the exchanges author-
ized by this section.

(d) Title to lands

Title to all lands acquired under the provi-
sions of this section shall be taken in the name
of the United States in trust for the respective
Pueblo Indian tribes.

(Pub. L. 87-231, §10, Sept. 14, 1961, 75 Stat. 505.)
CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of act Aug. 13, 1949,
ch. 425, 63 Stat. 604, which comprises this subchapter.
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SUBCHAPTER XXI—NAVAJO AND HOPI
TRIBES: REHABILITATION

§631. Basic program for conservation and devel-
opment of resources; projects; appropriations

In order to further the purposes of existing
treaties with the Navajo Indians, to provide fa-
cilities, employment, and services essential in
combating hunger, disease, poverty, and demor-
alization among the members of the Navajo and
Hopi Tribes, to make available the resources of
their reservations for use in promoting a self-
supporting economy and self-reliant commu-
nities, and to lay a stable foundation on which
these Indians can engage in diversified economic
activities and ultimately attain standards of liv-
ing comparable with those enjoyed by other citi-
zens, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized
and directed to undertake, within the limits of
the funds from time to time appropriated pursu-
ant to this subchapter, a program of basic im-
provements for the conservation and develop-
ment of the resources of the Navajo and Hopi In-
dians, the more productive employment of their
manpower, and the supplying of means to be
used in their rehabilitation, whether on or off
the Navajo and Hopi Indian Reservations. Such
program shall include the following projects for
which capital expenditures in the amount shown
after each project listed in the following sub-
sections and totaling $108,570,000 are authorized
to be appropriated:

(1) Soil and water conservation and range
improvement work, $10,000,000.

(2) Completion and extension of existing irri-
gation projects, and completion of the inves-
tigation to determine the feasibility of the
proposed San Juan-Shiprock irrigation
project, $9,000,000.

(3) Surveys and studies of timber, coal, min-
eral, and other physical and human resources,
$500,000.

(4) Development of industrial and business
enterprises, $1,000,000.

(5) Development of opportunities for off-res-
ervation employment and resettlement and as-
sistance in adjustments related thereto,
$3,500,000.

(6) Relocation and resettlement of Navajo
and Hopi Indians (Colorado River Indian Res-
ervation), $5,750,000.

(7) Roads and trails, $40,000,000; of which not
less than $20,000,000 shall be (A) available for
contract authority for such construction and
improvement of the roads designated as route
1 and route 3 on the Navajo and Hopi Indian
Reservations as may be necessary to bring the
portion of such roads located in any State up
to at least the secondary road standards in ef-
fect in such State, and (B) in addition to any
amounts expended on such roads under the
$20,000,000 authorization provided under this
clause prior to amendment.

(8) Telephone and radio communications sys-
tems, $250,000.

(9) Agency, institutional,
water supply, $2,500,000.

(10) Establishment of a revolving loan fund,
$5,000,000.

(11) Hospital buildings and equipment, and
other health conservation measures, $4,750,000.
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(12) School buildings and equipment, and
other educational measures, $25,000,000.

(13) Housing and necessary facilities and
equipment, $820,000.

(14) Common service facilities, $500,000.

Funds so appropriated shall be available for
administration, investigations, plans, construc-
tion, and all other objects necessary for or ap-
propriate to the carrying out of the provisions of
this subchapter. Such further sums as may be
necessary for or appropriate to the annual oper-
ation and maintenance of the projects herein
enumerated are also authorized to be appro-
priated. Funds appropriated under these author-
izations shall be in addition to funds made avail-
able for use on the Navajo and Hopi Reserva-
tions, or with respect to Indians of the Navajo
Tribes, out of appropriations heretofore or here-
after granted for the benefit, care, or assistance
of Indians in general, or made pursuant to other
authorizations now in effect.

(Apr. 19, 1950, ch. 92, §1, 64 Stat. 44; Pub. L.
85-740, Aug. 23, 1958, 72 Stat. 834.)

AMENDMENTS

1958—Pub. L. 85-740 substituted $108,570,000 for
$88,570,000 in opening par., and, in cl. (7), increased from
$20,000,000 to $40,000,000 the amount authorized for roads
and trails, of which not less than $20,000,000 shall be
available for contract authority to bring routes 1 and
3 on the Navajo and Hopi Indian reservations up to sec-
ondary road standards in the State.

CONTRACT AUTHORITY; APPROPRIATIONS

Pub. L. 85-740, Aug. 23, 1958, 72 Stat. 834, provided in
part that the contract authority and appropriations au-
thorized by the amendment to clause (7) of this section
shall be in addition to sums apportioned to Indian res-
ervations or to the State of Arizona under the Federal
Highway Act, as amended and supplemented.

§632. Character and extent of administration;
time limit; reports on use of funds

The foregoing program shall be administered
in accordance with the provisions of this sub-
chapter and existing laws relating to Indian af-
fairs, shall include such facilities and services as
are requisite for or incidental to the effec-
tuation of the projects herein enumerated, shall
apply sustained-yield principles to the adminis-
tration of all renewable resources, and shall be
prosecuted in a manner which will provide for
completion of the program, so far as practicable,
within ten years from April 19, 1950. An account
of the progress being had in the rehabilitation of
the Navajo and Hopi Indians, and of the use
made of the funds appropriated to that end
under this subchapter, shall be included in each
annual report of the work of the Department of
the Interior submitted to the Congress during
the period covered by the foregoing program.

(Apr. 19, 1950, ch. 92, §2, 64 Stat. 45.)

§633. Preference
training

in employment; on-the-job

Navajo and Hopi Indians shall be given, when-
ever practicable, preference in employment on
all projects undertaken pursuant to this sub-
chapter, and, in furtherance of this policy may
be given employment on such projects without
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§635

regard to the provisions of the civil-service and
classification laws. To the fullest extent pos-
sible, Indian workers on such projects shall re-
ceive on-the-job training in order to enable
them to become qualified for more skilled em-
ployment.

(Apr. 19, 1950, ch. 92, §3, 64 Stat. 45.)

§634. Loans to Tribes or individual members;
loan fund

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized,
under such regulations as he may prescribe, to
make loans from the loan fund authorized by
section 631 of this title to the Navajo Tribe, or
any member or association of members thereof,
or to the Hopi Tribe, or any member of associa-
tion of members thereof, for such productive
purposes as, in his judgment, will tend to pro-
mote the better utilization of the manpower and
resources of the Navajo or Hopi Indians. Sums
collected in repayment of such loans and sums
collected as interest or other charges thereon
shall be credited to the loan fund, and shall be
available for the purpose for which the fund was
established.

(Apr. 19, 1950, ch. 92, §4, 64 Stat. 45.)
INDIAN REVOLVING LOAN FUND

Certain funds to be administered as a single Indian
Revolving Loan Fund after Apr. 12, 1974, see section
1461 of this title.

§635. Disposition of lands
(a) Lease of restricted lands; renewals

Any restricted Indian lands owned by the Nav-
ajo Tribe, members thereof, or associations of
such members, or by the Hopi Tribe, members
thereof, or associations of such members, may
be leased by the Indian owners, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, for pub-
lic, religious, educational, recreational, or busi-
ness purposes, including the development or uti-
lization of natural resources in connection with
operations under such leases. All leases so
granted shall be for a term of not to exceed
twenty-five years, but may include provisions
authorizing their renewal for an additional term
of not to exceed twenty-five years, and shall be
made under such regulations as may be pre-
scribed by the Secretary. Restricted allotments
of deceased Indians may be leased under this
section, for the benefit of their heirs or devisees,
in the circumstances and by the persons pre-
scribed in section 380 of this title. Nothing con-
tained in this section shall be construed to re-
peal or affect any authority to lease restricted
Indian lands conferred by or pursuant to any
other provision of law.

(b) Lease, sale, or other disposition of lands
owned in fee simple by Navajo Tribe

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
land owned in fee simple by the Navajo Tribe
may be leased, sold, or otherwise disposed of by
the sole authority of the Navajo Tribal Council,
in any manner that similar land in the State in
which such land is situated may be leased, sold,
or otherwise disposed of by private landowners,
and such disposition shall create no liability on
the part of the United States.
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