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of, any property sells or causes or allows the
same to be sold before such tax is paid, with in-
tent to avoid such tax, or in fraud of the inter-
nal revenue laws, any debt contracted in such
sale, and any security given therefor, unless the
same shall have been bona fide transferred to an
innocent holder, shall be void, and the collection
thereof shall not be enforced in any court.

(b) Forfeiture of sum paid on contract

If such property has been paid for, in whole or
in part, the sum so paid shall be deemed for-
feited.

(c) Moiety

Any person who shall sue for the sum so paid
(in an action of debt) shall recover from the sell-
er the amount so paid, one-half to his own use
and the other half to the use of the United
States.

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 872.)

§7342. Penalty for refusal to permit entry or ex-
amination

Any owner of any building or place, or person
having the agency or superintendence of the
same, who refuses to admit any officer or em-
ployee of the Treasury Department acting under
the authority of section 7606 (relating to entry
of premises for examination of taxable articles)
or refuses to permit him to examine such article
or articles, shall, for every such refusal, forfeit
$500.

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 872.)

§7343. Definition of term “person”

The term ‘‘person’ as used in this chapter in-
cludes an officer or employee of a corporation,
or a member or employee of a partnership, who
as such officer, employee, or member is under a
duty to perform the act in respect of which the
violation occurs.

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 872.)

§ 7344. Extended application of penalties relating
to officers of the Treasury Department

All provisions of law imposing fines, penalties,
or other punishment for offenses committed by
an internal revenue officer or other officer of
the Department of the Treasury, or under any
agency or office thereof, shall apply to all per-
sons whomsoever, employed, appointed, or act-
ing under the authority of any internal revenue
law, or any revenue provision of any law of the
United States, when such persons are designated
or acting as officers or employees in connection
with such law, or are persons having the custody
or disposition of any public money.

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 872.)
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TITLE 26—INTERNAL REVENUE CODE
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AMENDMENTS

1998—Pub. L. 105-206, title III, §3001(b), July 22, 1998,
112 Stat. 727, added item for subchapter E.

1976—Pub. L. 94455, title XIX, §1952(n)(4)(B), Oct. 4,
1976, 90 Stat. 1846, struck out item for subchapter E
‘‘Miscellaneous provisions’.

1966—Pub. L. 89-719, title I, §110(d)(3), Nov. 2, 1966, 80
Stat. 1145, substituted ‘‘Taxpayers and Third Parties”
for ‘‘taxpayers’ in item for subchapter B.

Subchapter A—Civil Actions by the United

States

Sec.

7401. Authorization.

7402. Jurisdiction of district courts.

7403. Action to enforce lien or to subject property
to payment of tax.

7404. Authority to bring civil action for estate
taxes.

7405. Action for recovery of erroneous refunds.

7406. Disposition of judgments and moneys recov-
ered.

7407. Action to enjoin tax return preparers.

7408. Actions to enjoin specified conduct related to
tax shelters and reportable transactions.

7409. Action to enjoin flagrant political expendi-
tures of section 501(c)(3) organizations.

7410. Cross references.

AMENDMENTS

2007—Pub. L. 110-28, title VIII, §8246(a)(2)(1)(ii), May
25, 2007, 121 Stat. 202, substituted ‘‘tax return prepar-
ers” for ‘‘income tax return preparers’’ in item 7407.

2004—Pub. L. 108-357, title VIII, §820(b)(2), Oct. 22,
2004, 118 Stat. 1585, added item 7408 and struck out
former item 7408 ‘‘Action to enjoin promoters of abu-
sive tax shelters, etc.”

1987—Pub. L. 100-203, title X, §10713(a)(2), Dec. 22,
1987, 101 Stat. 1330-469, added item 7409 and redesignated
former item 7409 as 7410.

1982—Pub. L. 97-248, title III, §321(b), Sept. 3, 1982, 96
Stat. 612, added item 7408 and redesignated former item
7408 as 7409.

1976—Pub. L. 94-455, title XII, §1203(i)(4), Oct. 4, 1976,
90 Stat. 1695, added item 7407 and redesignated former
item 7407 as 7408.

§7401. Authorization

No civil action for the collection or recovery
of taxes, or of any fine, penalty, or forfeiture,
shall be commenced unless the Secretary au-
thorizes or sanctions the proceedings and the
Attorney General or his delegate directs that
the action be commenced.

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 873; Pub. L.
94-455, title XIX, §1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90
Stat. 1834.)

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after
‘““‘Secretary’’.

§7402. Jurisdiction of district courts

(a) To issue orders, processes, and judgments

The district courts of the United States at the
instance of the United States shall have such ju-
risdiction to make and issue in civil actions,
writs and orders of injunction, and of ne exeat
republica, orders appointing receivers, and such
other orders and processes, and to render such
judgments and decrees as may be necessary or
appropriate for the enforcement of the internal
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