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dition, efforts shall be made to develop pro-
grams which contribute to occupational devel-
opment, upward mobility, development of new
careers, and opportunities for nontraditional
employment.

(2) Funds provided under this chapter shall
only be used for activities that are in addition
to those that would otherwise be available in
the local area in the absence of such funds.

(3)(A) Any local area may enter into an
agreement with another local area (including
a local area that is a city or county within the
same labor market) to pay or share the cost of
educating, training, or placing individuals par-
ticipating in programs assisted under this
chapter, including the provision of supportive
services.

(B) Such agreement shall be approved by
each local board providing guidance to the
local area and shall be described in the local
plan under section 2833 of this title.

(4) On-the-job training contracts under this
chapter shall not be entered into with employ-
ers who have received payments under pre-
vious contracts and have exhibited a pattern
of failing to provide on-the-job training par-
ticipants with continued long-term employ-
ment as regular employees with wages and
employment benefits (including health bene-
fits) and working conditions at the same level
and to the same extent as other employees
working a similar length of time and doing the
same type of work.

(5) No person or organization may charge an
individual a fee for the placement or referral
of the individual in or to a workforce invest-
ment activity under this chapter.

(6) The Secretary shall not provide financial
assistance for any program under this chapter
that involves political activities.

(T(A) Income under any program adminis-
tered by a public or private nonprofit entity
may be retained by such entity only if such in-
come is used to continue to carry out the pro-
gram.

(B) Income subject to the requirements of
subparagraph (A) shall include—

(i) receipts from goods or services (includ-
ing conferences) provided as a result of ac-
tivities funded under this chapter;

(ii) funds provided to a service provider
under this chapter that are in excess of the
costs associated with the services provided;
and

(iii) interest income earned on funds re-
ceived under this chapter.

(C) For purposes of this paragraph, each en-
tity receiving financial assistance under this
chapter shall maintain records sufficient to
determine the amount of such income received
and the purposes for which such income is ex-
pended.

(8)(A) The Secretary shall notify the Gov-
ernor and the appropriate local board and
chief elected official of, and consult with the
Governor and such board and official concern-
ing, any activity to be funded by the Secretary
under this chapter within the corresponding
State or local area.

(B) The Governor shall notify the appro-
priate local board and chief elected official of,
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and consult with such board and official con-
cerning, any activity to be funded by the Gov-
ernor under this chapter within the cor-
responding local area.

(9)(A) All education programs for youth sup-
ported with funds provided under part D of
subchapter II shall be consistent with applica-
ble State and local educational standards.

(B) Standards and procedures with respect to
awarding academic credit and certifying edu-
cational attainment in programs conducted
under such part shall be consistent with the
requirements of applicable State and local
law, including regulation.

(10) No funds available under this chapter
may be used for public service employment ex-
cept as specifically authorized under this
chapter.

(11) The Federal requirements governing the
chapter, use, and disposition of real property,
equipment, and supplies purchased with funds
provided under this chapter shall be the Fed-
eral requirements generally applicable to Fed-
eral grants to States and local governments.

(12) Nothing in this chapter shall be con-
strued to provide an individual with an enti-
tlement to a service under this chapter.

(13) Services, facilities, or equipment funded
under this chapter may be used, as appro-
priate, on a fee-for-service basis, by employers
in a local area in order to provide employment
and training activities to incumbent work-
ers—

(A) when such services, facilities, or equip-
ment are not in use for the provision of serv-
ices for eligible participants under this chap-
ter;

(B) if such use for incumbent workers
would not have an adverse affect! on the
provision of services to eligible participants
under this chapter; and

(C) if the income derived from such fees is
used to carry out the programs authorized
under this chapter.

(Pub. L. 105-220, title I, §195, Aug. 7, 1998, 112
Stat. 10567.)
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§3001. Findings and purposes

(a) Findings
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Congress finds the following:

(1) Over 54,000,000 individuals in the United
States have disabilities, with almost half ex-
periencing severe disabilities that affect their
ability to see, hear, communicate, reason,
walk, or perform other basic life functions.

(2) Disability is a natural part of the human
experience and in no way diminishes the right
of individuals to—

(A) live independently;

(B) enjoy self-determination and make
choices;

(C) benefit from an education;

(D) pursue meaningful careers; and

(B) enjoy full inclusion and integration in
the economic, political, social, cultural, and
educational mainstream of society in the

United States.

(3) Technology is one of the primary engines
for economic activity, education, and innova-
tion in the Nation, and throughout the world.
The commitment of the United States to the
development and utilization of technology is
one of the main factors underlying the
strength and vibrancy of the economy of the
United States.

(4) As technology has come to play an in-
creasingly important role in the lives of all
persons in the United States, in the conduct of
business, in the functioning of government, in
the fostering of communication, in the con-
duct of commerce, and in the provision of edu-
cation, its impact upon the lives of individuals
with disabilities in the United States has been
comparable to its impact upon the remainder
of the citizens of the United States. Any devel-
opment in mainstream technology will have
profound implications for individuals with dis-
abilities in the United States.

(5) Substantial progress has been made in
the development of assistive technology de-
vices, including adaptations to existing de-
vices that facilitate activities of daily living
that significantly benefit individuals with dis-
abilities of all ages. These devices, including
adaptations, increase involvement in, and re-
duce expenditures associated with, programs
and activities that facilitate communication,
ensure independent functioning, enable early
childhood development, support educational
achievement, provide and enhance employ-
ment options, and enable full participation in
community living for individuals with disabil-
ities. Access to such devices can also reduce
expenditures associated with early childhood
intervention, education, rehabilitation and
training, health care, employment, residential
living, independent living, recreation opportu-
nities, and other aspects of daily living.

(6) Over the last 15 years, the Federal Gov-
ernment has invested in the development of
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comprehensive statewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance, which have proven
effective in assisting individuals with disabil-
ities in accessing assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services. This part-
nership between the Federal Government and
the States provided an important service to
individuals with disabilities by strengthening
the capacity of each State to assist individ-
uals with disabilities of all ages meet their
assistive technology needs.

(7) Despite the success of the Federal-State
partnership in providing access to assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services, there is a continued need to provide
information about the availability of assistive
technology, advances in improving accessibil-
ity and functionality of assistive technology,
and appropriate methods to secure and utilize
assistive technology in order to maximize the
independence and participation of individuals
with disabilities in society.

(8) The combination of significant recent
changes in Federal policy (including changes
to section 794d of this title, accessibility pro-
visions of the Help America Vote Act of 2002
(42 U.S.C. 156301 et seq.), and the amendments
made to the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) by the
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001) and the rapid
and unending evolution of technology require
a Federal-State investment in State assistive
technology systems to continue to ensure that
individuals with disabilities reap the benefits
of the technological revolution and participate
fully in life in their communities.

(b) Purposes

The purposes of this chapter are—

(1) to support State efforts to improve the
provision of assistive technology to individ-
uals with disabilities through comprehensive
statewide programs of technology-related as-
sistance, for individuals with disabilities of all
ages, that are designed to—

(A) increase the availability of, funding
for, access to, provision of, and training
about assistive technology devices and assis-
tive technology services;

(B) increase the ability of individuals with
disabilities of all ages to secure and main-
tain possession of assistive technology de-
vices as such individuals make the transi-
tion between services offered by educational
or human service agencies or between set-
tings of daily living (for example, between
home and work);

(C) increase the capacity of public agencies
and private entities to provide and pay for
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services on a statewide basis for
individuals with disabilities of all ages;

(D) increase the involvement of individuals
with disabilities and, if appropriate, their
family members, guardians, advocates, and
authorized representatives, in decisions re-
lated to the provision of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology
services;

(E) increase and promote coordination
among State agencies, between State and
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