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2006—Pub. L. 109-461, title IX, §902(b), Dec. 22, 2006, 120
Stat. 3460, added item for subchapter III and items 5721
to 5728.

1991—Pub. L. 102-54, §14(d)(5)(B), (6)(C), June 13, 1991,
105 Stat. 286, amended table of sections at beginning of
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of Pub. L. 102-40 by substituting ‘‘subpoenas’ for ‘‘sub-
penas’ in item 3311 and ‘‘subpoena’ for ‘‘subpena’ in
item 3313.

Pub. L. 10240, title IV, §402(c)(1), May 7, 1991, 105
Stat. 239, renumbered items 3301 to 3313 as 5701 to 5713,
respectively.

1980—Pub. L. 96-385, title V, §505(b), Oct. 7, 1980, 94
Stat. 1537, added item 3305.

SUBCHAPTER I—RECORDS
§5701. Confidential nature of claims

(a) All files, records, reports, and other papers
and documents pertaining to any claim under
any of the laws administered by the Secretary
and the names and addresses of present or
former members of the Armed Forces, and their
dependents, in the possession of the Department
shall be confidential and privileged, and no dis-
closure thereof shall be made except as provided
in this section.

(b) The Secretary shall make disclosure of
such files, records, reports, and other papers and
documents as are described in subsection (a) of
this section as follows:

(1) To a claimant or duly authorized agent or
representative of a claimant as to matters
concerning the claimant alone when, in the
judgment of the Secretary, such disclosure
would not be injurious to the physical or men-
tal health of the claimant and to an independ-
ent medical expert or experts for an advisory
opinion pursuant to section 5109 or 7109 of this
title.

(2) When required by process of a United
States court to be produced in any suit or pro-
ceeding therein pending.

(3) When required by any department or
other agency of the United States Govern-
ment.

(4) In all proceedings in the nature of an in-
quest into the mental competency of a claim-
ant.

(5) In any suit or other judicial proceeding
when in the judgment of the Secretary such
disclosure is deemed necessary and proper.

(6) In connection with any proceeding for the
collection of an amount owed to the United
States by virtue of a person’s participation in
any benefit program administered by the Sec-
retary when in the judgment of the Secretary
such disclosure is deemed necessary and prop-
er.

(c)(1) The amount of any payment made by the
Secretary to any person receiving benefits under
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a program administered by the Secretary shall
be made known to any person who applies for
such information.

(2) Any appraisal report or certificate of rea-
sonable value submitted to or prepared by the
Secretary in connection with any loan guaran-
teed, insured, or made under chapter 37 of this
title shall be made available to any person who
applies for such report or certificate.

(3) Subject to the approval of the President,
the Secretary may publish at any time and in
any manner any or all information of record
pertaining to any claim filed with the Secretary
if the Secretary determines that the public in-
terest warrants or requires such publication.

(d) The Secretary as a matter of discretion
may authorize an inspection of Department
records by duly authorized representatives of
recognized organizations.

(e) Except as otherwise specifically provided
in this section with respect to certain informa-
tion, the Secretary may release information,
statistics, or reports to individuals or organiza-
tions when in the Secretary’s judgment such re-
lease would serve a useful purpose.

(f) The Secretary may, pursuant to regula-
tions the Secretary shall prescribe, release the
name or address, or both, of any present or
former member of the Armed Forces, or a de-
pendent of a present or former member of the
Armed Forces, (1) to any nonprofit organization
if the release is directly connected with the con-
duct of programs and the utilization of benefits
under this title, or (2) to any criminal or civil
law enforcement governmental agency or instru-
mentality charged under applicable law with the
protection of the public health or safety if a
qualified representative of such agency or in-
strumentality has made a written request that
such name or address be provided for a purpose
authorized by law. Any organization or member
thereof or other person who, knowing that the
use of any name or address released by the Sec-
retary pursuant to the preceding sentence is
limited to the purpose specified in such sen-
tence, willfully uses such name or address for a
purpose other than those so specified, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and be fined not more
than $5,000 in the case of a first offense and not
more than $20,000 in the case of any subsequent
offense.

(g)(1) Subject to the provisions of this sub-
section, and under regulations which the Sec-
retary shall prescribe, the Secretary may re-
lease the name or address, or both, of any person
who is a present or former member of the Armed
Forces, or who is a dependent of a present or
former member of the Armed Forces, to a con-
sumer reporting agency if the release of such in-
formation is necessary for a purpose described in
paragraph (2) of this subsection.

(2) A release of information under paragraph
(1) of this subsection concerning a person de-
scribed in such paragraph may be made for the
purpose of—

(A) locating such a person—

(i) who has been administratively deter-
mined to be indebted to the United States by
virtue of the person’s participation in a ben-
efits program administered by the Sec-
retary; or
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