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§ 404a. Specific limitations 

(a) Except as specifically authorized by law, 
the Postal Service may not— 

(1) establish any rule or regulation (includ-
ing any standard) the effect of which is to pre-
clude competition or establish the terms of 
competition unless the Postal Service dem-
onstrates that the regulation does not create 
an unfair competitive advantage for itself or 
any entity funded (in whole or in part) by the 
Postal Service; 

(2) compel the disclosure, transfer, or licens-
ing of intellectual property to any third party 
(such as patents, copyrights, trademarks, 
trade secrets, and proprietary information); or 

(3) obtain information from a person that 
provides (or seeks to provide) any product, and 
then offer any postal service that uses or is 
based in whole or in part on such information, 
without the consent of the person providing 
that information, unless substantially the 
same information is obtained (or obtainable) 
from an independent source or is otherwise ob-
tained (or obtainable). 

(b) The Postal Regulatory Commission shall 
prescribe regulations to carry out this section. 

(c) Any party (including an officer of the Com-
mission representing the interests of the general 
public) who believes that the Postal Service has 
violated this section may bring a complaint in 
accordance with section 3662. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–435, title IV, § 403(a), Dec. 20, 
2006, 120 Stat. 3226.) 

§ 405. Printing of illustrations of United States 
postage stamps 

(a) When requested by the Postal Service, the 
Public Printer shall print, as a public document 
for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, il-
lustrations in black and white or in color of 
postage stamps of the United States, together 
with such descriptive, historical, and philatelic 
information with regard to the stamps as the 
Postal Service deems suitable. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 
505 of title 44, stereotype or electrotype plates, 
or duplicates thereof, used in the publications 
authorized to be printed by this section may not 
be sold or otherwise disposed of. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 724.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution 

No. 71–9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 

§ 406. Postal services at Armed Forces installa-
tions 

(a) The Postal Service may establish branch 
post offices at camps, posts, bases, or stations of 
the Armed Forces and at defense or other strate-
gic installations. 

(b) The Secretaries of Defense and Transpor-
tation shall make arrangements with the Postal 
Service to perform postal services through per-
sonnel designated by them at or through branch 
post offices established under subsection (a) of 
this section. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 724.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution 

No. 71–9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 

§ 407. International postal arrangements 

(a) It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to promote and encourage communica-

tions between peoples by efficient operation of 
international postal services and other inter-
national delivery services for cultural, social, 
and economic purposes; 

(2) to promote and encourage unrestricted 
and undistorted competition in the provision 
of international postal services and other 
international delivery services, except where 
provision of such services by private compa-
nies may be prohibited by law of the United 
States; 

(3) to promote and encourage a clear distinc-
tion between governmental and operational 
responsibilities with respect to the provision 
of international postal services and other 
international delivery services by the Govern-
ment of the United States and by intergovern-
mental organizations of which the United 
States is a member; and 

(4) to participate in multilateral and bilat-
eral agreements with other countries to ac-
complish these objectives. 

(b)(1) The Secretary of State shall be respon-
sible for formulation, coordination, and over-
sight of foreign policy related to international 
postal services and other international delivery 
services and shall have the power to conclude 
postal treaties, conventions, and amendments 
related to international postal services and 
other international delivery services, except 
that the Secretary may not conclude any treaty, 
convention, or other international agreement 
(including those regulating international postal 
services) if such treaty, convention, or agree-
ment would, with respect to any competitive 
product, grant an undue or unreasonable pref-
erence to the Postal Service, a private provider 
of international postal or delivery services, or 
any other person. 

(2) In carrying out the responsibilities speci-
fied in paragraph (1), the Secretary of State 
shall exercise primary authority for the conduct 
of foreign policy with respect to international 
postal services and international delivery serv-
ices, including the determination of United 
States positions and the conduct of United 
States participation in negotiations with for-
eign governments and international bodies. In 
exercising this authority, the Secretary— 

(A) shall coordinate with other agencies as 
appropriate, and in particular, shall give full 
consideration to the authority vested by law 
or Executive order in the Postal Regulatory 
Commission, the Department of Commerce, 
the Department of Transportation, and the Of-
fice of the United States Trade Representative 
in this area; 

(B) shall maintain continuing liaison with 
other executive branch agencies concerned 
with postal and delivery services; 
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