
Page 65 TITLE 40—PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PROPERTY, AND WORKS § 592 

1 See References in Text note below. 

In subsection (g)(2), the word ‘‘hereafter’’ is omitted 

as unnecessary. 

In subsection (g)(4), the words ‘‘as appropriate’’ are 

omitted as unnecessary. 

In subsection (g)(5), the words ‘‘in this or any other 

Act’’ are omitted as unnecessary. The words ‘‘of the 

House of Representatives and the Senate’’ are added for 

consistency in the revised title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 108–271 substituted ‘‘Gov-

ernment Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Account-

ing Office’’. 

§ 591. Purchase of electricity 

(a) GENERAL LIMITATION ON USE OF AMOUNTS.— 

A department, agency, or instrumentality of the 

Federal Government may not use amounts ap-

propriated or made available by any law to pur-

chase electricity in a manner inconsistent with 

state law governing the provision of electric 

utility service, including— 

(1) state utility commission rulings; and 

(2) electric utility franchises or service terri-

tories established under state statute, state 

regulation, or state-approved territorial agree-

ments. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.— 

(1) ENERGY SAVINGS.—This section does not 

preclude the head of a federal agency from en-

tering into a contract under section 801 of the 

National Energy Conservation Policy Act (42 

U.S.C. 8287). 

(2) ENERGY SAVINGS FOR MILITARY INSTALLA-

TIONS.—This section does not preclude the Sec-

retary of a military department from— 

(A) entering into a contract under section 

2394 1 of title 10; or 

(B) purchasing electricity from any pro-

vider if the Secretary finds that the utility 

having the applicable state-approved fran-

chise (or other service authorization) is un-

willing or unable to meet unusual standards 

of service reliability that are necessary for 

purposes of national defense. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1118.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

591 ............. 40:490 note. Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(b) [title 
VIII, § 8093], Dec. 22, 1987, 
101 Stat. 1329–79. 

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘section 801 of the Na-

tional Energy Conservation Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 8287)’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘42 U.S.C. 8287’’ in section 8093 of 

the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 1988 as 

the probable intent of Congress. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 2394 of title 10, referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(A), 

was renumbered section 2922a of such title by Pub. L. 

109–364, div. B, title XXVIII, § 2851(b)(2), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 

Stat. 2494. 

§ 592. Federal Buildings Fund 

(a) EXISTENCE.—There is in the Treasury a 

fund known as the Federal Buildings Fund. 

(b) DEPOSITS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The following revenues and 

collections shall be deposited into the Fund: 
(A) User charges under section 586(b) of 

this title, payable in advance or otherwise. 
(B) Proceeds from the lease of federal 

building sites or additions under section 

581(d) of this title. 
(C) Receipts from carriers and others for 

loss of, or damage to, property belonging to 

the Fund. 

(2) REIMBURSEMENTS FOR SPECIAL SERVICES.— 

This subchapter does not preclude the Admin-

istrator of General Services from providing 

special services, not included in the standard 

level user charge, on a reimbursable basis. The 

reimbursements may be credited to the Fund. 
(3) TRANSFER OF SURPLUS AMOUNTS.—To pre-

vent the accumulation of excessive surpluses 

in the Fund, in any fiscal year an amount 

specified in an appropriation law may be 

transferred out of the Fund and deposited as 

miscellaneous receipts in the Treasury. 

(c) USES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Deposits in the Fund are 

available for real property management and 

related activities in the amounts specified in 

annual appropriation laws without regard to 

fiscal year limitations. 
(2) SALARIES AND EXPENSES RELATED TO CON-

STRUCTION PROJECTS OR PLANNING PROGRAMS.— 

Deposits in the Fund that are available pursu-

ant to annual appropriation laws may be 

transferred and consolidated on the books of 

the Treasury into a special account in accord-

ance with, and for the purposes specified in, 

section 3176 of this title. 
(3) REPAYMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES ADMIN-

ISTRATION BORROWING FROM FEDERAL FINANCING 

BANK.—The Administrator, in accordance with 

rules and procedures that the Office of Man-

agement and Budget and the Secretary of the 

Treasury establish, may transfer from the 

Fund an amount necessary to repay the prin-

cipal amount of a General Services Adminis-

tration borrowing from the Federal Financing 

Bank, if the borrowing is a legal obligation of 

the Fund. 
(4) BUILDINGS DEEMED FEDERALLY OWNED.— 

For purposes of amounts authorized to be ex-

pended from the Fund, the following are 

deemed to be federally owned buildings: 
(A) A building constructed pursuant to the 

purchase contract authority of section 5 of 

the Public Buildings Amendments of 1972 

(Public Law 92–313, 86 Stat. 219). 
(B) A building occupied pursuant to an in-

stallment purchase contract. 
(C) A building under the control of a de-

partment or agency, if alterations of the 

building are required in connection with 

moving the department or agency from a 

former building that is, or will be, under the 

control of the Administration. 

(d) ENERGY MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS.— 
(1) RECEIVING CASH INCENTIVES.—The Admin-

istrator may receive amounts from rebates or 

other cash incentives related to energy sav-

ings and shall deposit the amounts in the 

Fund for use as provided in paragraph (4). 
(2) RECEIVING GOODS OR SERVICES.—The Ad-

ministrator may accept, from a utility, goods 
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