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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8502(a) ........ 40:136(b) (1st sen-
tence), (c) (1st 
sentence). 

Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, 
§ 739(b), (c), Dec. 24, 1973, 
87 Stat. 825. 

8502(b) ........ 40:136(c) (last sen-
tence). 

8502(c) ........ 40:136(b) (2d, last 
sentences). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘from time to time’’ and 

‘‘of section 5314 [sic] of title 5’’ are omitted as unneces-

sary. [The words ‘‘of section 5314 of title 5’’ were not 

omitted.] 

In subsection (b), the reference to chapter 33 of title 

5 is substituted for ‘‘the provisions of title 5 governing 

appointments in the competitive service’’ for clarity 

and for consistency in the revised title and with other 

titles of the United States Code. The words ‘‘sub-

chapter III’’ are substituted for ‘‘subchapter 3’’ to cor-

rect an error in the source provision. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–284, § 6(25), substituted 

‘‘5315’’ for ‘‘5314’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 109–284, § 6(26), inserted ‘‘of this 

title’’ after ‘‘sections 5101 and 5102’’. 

CHAPTER 87—PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT OF 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

Sec. 

8701. Findings and purposes. 

8702. Definitions. 

SUBCHAPTER II—PLANNING AGENCIES 

8711. National Capital Planning Commission. 

8712. Mayor of the District of Columbia. 

SUBCHAPTER III—PLANNING PROCESS 

8721. Comprehensive plan for the National Capital. 

8722. Proposed federal and district developments 

and projects. 

8723. Capital improvements. 

8724. Zoning regulations and maps. 

8725. Recommendations on platting and subdivid-

ing land. 

8726. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ACQUIRING AND DISPOSING OF 

LAND 

8731. Acquiring land for park, parkway, or play-

ground purposes. 

8732. Acquiring land subject to limited rights re-

served to grantor and limited permanent 

rights in land adjoining park property. 

8733. Lease of land acquired for park, parkway, or 

playground purposes. 

8734. Sale of land by Mayor. 

8735. Sale of land by Secretary of the Interior. 

8736. Execution of deeds. 

8737. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

§ 8701. Findings and purposes 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 

(1) the location of the seat of government in 

the District of Columbia has brought about 

the development of a metropolitan region ex-

tending well into adjoining territory in Mary-

land and Virginia; 

(2) effective comprehensive planning is nec-

essary on a regional basis and of continuing 

importance to the federal establishment; 

(3) the distribution of federal installations 

throughout the region has been and will con-

tinue to be a major influence in determining 

the extent and character of development; 
(4) there is needed a central planning agency 

for the National Capital region to coordinate 

certain developmental activities of the many 

different agencies of the Federal and District 

of Columbia Governments so that those activi-

ties may conform with general objectives; 
(5) there is an increasing mutuality of inter-

est and responsibility between the various lev-

els of government that calls for coordinate 

and unified policies in planning both federal 

and local development in the interest of order 

and economy; 
(6) there are developmental problems of an 

interstate character, the planning of which re-

quires collaboration between federal, state, 

and local governments in the interest of eq-

uity and constructive action; and 
(7) the instrumentalities and procedures pro-

vided in this chapter will aid in providing Con-

gress with information and advice requisite to 

legislation. 

(b) PURPOSES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The purposes of this chap-

ter (except sections 8733–8736) are— 
(A) to secure comprehensive planning for 

the physical development of the National 

Capital and its environs; 
(B) to provide for the participation of the 

appropriate planning agencies of the envi-

rons in the planning; and 
(C) to establish the agency and procedures 

requisite to the administration of the func-

tions of the Federal and District Govern-

ments related to the planning. 

(2) OBJECTIVE.—The general objective of this 

chapter (except sections 8733–8736) is to enable 

appropriate agencies to plan for the develop-

ment of the federal establishment at the seat 

of government in a manner— 
(A) consistent with the nature and func-

tion of the National Capital and with due re-

gard for the rights and prerogatives of the 

adjoining States and local governments to 

exercise control appropriate to their func-

tions; and 
(B) which will, in accordance with present 

and future needs, best promote public 

health, safety, morals, order, convenience, 

prosperity, and the general welfare, as well 

as efficiency and economy in the process of 

development. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1216.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8701(a) ........ 40:71(a) (2d sen-
tence). 

June 6, 1924, ch. 270, § 1(a), 43 
Stat. 463; Apr. 30, 1926, ch. 
198, 44 Stat. 374; May 24, 
1928, ch. 726, 45 Stat. 726; 
July 19, 1952, ch. 949, § 1, 66 
Stat. 781. 

8701(b)(1) .... 40:71(a) (1st sen-
tence). 

8701(b)(2) .... 40:71(a) (last sen-
tence). 

In subsection (a)(7), the words ‘‘from time to time’’ 

are omitted as unnecessary. 

In subsection (b), the text of 40:72a, restated as sec-

tion 8732 of the revised title, is included in the purposes 
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