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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘157’’. 

community development groups, the business 

community, and the public; 
(3) serve as a liaison between State and local 

governments, nonprofit organizations (includ-

ing community-based groups and educational 

institutions), the business community, and 

citizens; and 
(4) assist the individuals and entities de-

scribed in paragraph (3) in identifying, assess-

ing, and facilitating projects and programs to 

promote the economic development of the re-

gion. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–234, title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), 

May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1477, and Pub. L. 110–246, 

§ 4(a), title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), June 18, 2008, 122 

Stat. 1664, 2239.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 

sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 

Pub. L. 110–246. 

§ 15506. Supplements to Federal grant programs 

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that certain 

States and local communities of the region, in-

cluding local development districts, may be un-

able to take maximum advantage of Federal 

grant programs for which the States and com-

munities are eligible because— 
(1) they lack the economic resources to pro-

vide the required matching share; or 
(2) there are insufficient funds available 

under the applicable Federal law with respect 

to a project to be carried out in the region. 

(b) FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAM FUNDING.—A 

Commission, with the approval of the Federal 

Cochairperson, may use amounts made available 

to carry out this subtitle— 
(1) for any part of the basic Federal con-

tribution to projects or activities under the 

Federal grant programs authorized by Federal 

laws; and 
(2) to increase the Federal contribution to 

projects and activities under the programs 

above the fixed maximum part of the cost of 

the projects or activities otherwise authorized 

by the applicable law. 

(c) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—For a program, 

project, or activity for which any part of the 

basic Federal contribution to the project or ac-

tivity under a Federal grant program is pro-

posed to be made under subsection (b), the Fed-

eral contribution shall not be made until the re-

sponsible Federal official administering the Fed-

eral law authorizing the Federal contribution 

certifies that the program, project, or activity 

meets the applicable requirements of the Fed-

eral law and could be approved for Federal con-

tribution under that law if amounts were avail-

able under the law for the program, project, or 

activity. 
(d) LIMITATIONS IN OTHER LAWS INAPPLICA-

BLE.—Amounts provided pursuant to this sub-

title are available without regard to any limita-

tions on areas eligible for assistance or author-

izations for appropriation in any other law. 
(e) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of the 

cost of a project or activity receiving assistance 

under this section shall not exceed 80 percent. 
(f) MAXIMUM COMMISSION CONTRIBUTION.—Sec-

tion 15501(d), relating to limitations on Commis-

sion contributions, shall apply to a program, 

project, or activity receiving assistance under 

this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–234, title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), 

May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1477, and Pub. L. 110–246, 

§ 4(a), title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), June 18, 2008, 122 

Stat. 1664, 2239.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 

sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 

Pub. L. 110–246. 

CHAPTER 41—ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

15701. Consent of States. 

15702. Distressed counties and areas. 

15703. Counties eligible for assistance in more than 

one region. 

15704. Inspector General; records. 

15705. Biannual meetings of representatives of all 

Commissions. 

SUBCHAPTER II—DESIGNATION OF REGIONS 

15731. Southeast Crescent Regional Commission. 

15732. Southwest Border Regional Commission. 

15733. Northern Border Regional Commission. 

SUBCHAPTER III—AUTHORIZATION OF 

APPROPRIATIONS 

15751. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 15701. Consent of States 

This subtitle does not require a State to en-

gage in or accept a program under this subtitle 

without its consent. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–234, title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), 

May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1479, and Pub. L. 110–246, 

§ 4(a), title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), June 18, 2008, 122 

Stat. 1664, 2241.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 

sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 

Pub. L. 110–246. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective on the first day of the first fiscal 

year beginning after June 18, 2008, see section 14217(d) 

of Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 15101 

of this title. 

§ 15702. Distressed counties and areas 

(a) DESIGNATIONS.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this section, 

and annually thereafter, each Commission shall 

make the following designations: 

(1) DISTRESSED COUNTIES.—The Commission 

shall designate as distressed counties those 

counties in its region that are the most se-

verely and persistently economically dis-

tressed and underdeveloped and have high 

rates of poverty, unemployment, or outmigra-

tion. 

(2) TRANSITIONAL COUNTIES.—The Commis-

sion shall designate as transitional counties 

those counties in its region that are economi-
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