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Sec. 

6307. Contracts with Federal Government-owned 

establishments and availability of appro-

priations. 

6308. Contracts for transportation of Federal Gov-

ernment securities. 

6309. Honorable discharge certificate in lieu of 

birth certificate. 

§ 6301. Authorization requirement 

(a) IN GENERAL.—A contract or purchase on 

behalf of the Federal Government shall not be 

made unless the contract or purchase is author-

ized by law or is under an appropriation ade-

quate to its fulfillment. 

(b) EXCEPTION.— 

(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the term 

‘‘defined Secretary’’ means— 

(A) the Secretary of Defense; or 

(B) the Secretary of Homeland Security 

with respect to the Coast Guard when the 

Coast Guard is not operating as a service in 

the Navy. 

(2) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) does not 

apply to a contract or purchase made by a de-

fined Secretary for clothing, subsistence, for-

age, fuel, quarters, transportation, or medical 

and hospital supplies. 

(3) CURRENT YEAR LIMITATION.—A contract or 

purchase made by a defined Secretary under 

this subsection may not exceed the necessities 

of the current year. 

(4) REPORTS.—The defined Secretary shall 

immediately advise Congress when authority 

is exercised under this subsection. The defined 

Secretary shall report quarterly on the esti-

mated obligations incurred pursuant to the 

authority granted in this subsection. 

(c) SPECIAL RULE FOR PURCHASE OF LAND.— 

Land may not be purchased by the Federal Gov-

ernment unless the purchase is authorized by 

law. 

(Pub. L. 111–350, § 3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3803; 

Pub. L. 111–281, title IX, § 903(a)(4), Oct. 15, 2010, 

124 Stat. 3010.) 

AMENDMENT NOT SHOWN IN TEXT 

Subsecs. (a) and (b) of this section are derived 

from section 11 of former Title 41, Public Con-

tracts, which was amended by Pub. L. 111–281, 

title IX, § 903(a)(4), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 3010, 

prior to being repealed and reenacted as sub-

secs. (a) and (b) of this section by Pub. L. 

111–350, §§ 3, 7(b), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3677, 

3855. For applicability of that amendment to 

this section, see section 6(a) of Pub. L. 111–350, 

set out as a Transitional and Savings Provi-

sions note preceding section 101 of this title. 

Section 903 of Pub. L. 111–281 provided that, ef-

fective with the enactment of Pub. L. 109–241, 

section 902(c) of Pub. L. 109–241, which amend-

ed section 3732 of the Revised Statutes, is 

amended by inserting in the directory language, 

‘‘of the United States’’ after ‘‘Revised Stat-

utes’’, resulting in no change in text. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6301(a) ........ 41:11(a) (words be-
fore 2nd comma). 

R.S. § 3732; Pub. L. 89–687, 
title VI, § 612(e), Oct. 15, 
1966, 80 Stat. 993; Pub. L. 
98–557, § 17(e)(1), (2), Oct. 
30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2868; Pub. 
L. 104–106, div. D, title 
XLIII, § 4322(b)(4), Feb. 10, 
1996, 110 Stat. 677; Pub. L. 
109–241, title IX, § 902(c), 
July 11, 2006, 120 Stat. 566. 

6301(b) ........ 41:11(a) (words after 
2nd comma), (b). 

6301(c) ........ 41:14. R.S. § 3736. 

In subsection (b)(1)(A), the words ‘‘Secretary of De-

fense’’ are substituted for ‘‘Department of Defense’’ be-

cause of 10:113. 

In subsection (b)(1)(B), the words ‘‘Secretary of 

Homeland Security’’ are substituted for ‘‘Department 

of Homeland Security’’ because of section 102(a)(2) of 

the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 112(a)(2)). 

§ 6302. Contracts for fuel made by Secretary of 
the Army 

The Secretary of the Army, when the Sec-

retary believes it is in the interest of the United 

States, may enter into contracts and incur obli-

gations for fuel in sufficient quantities to meet 

the requirements for one year without regard to 

the current fiscal year. Amounts appropriated 

for the fiscal year in which the contract is made 

or amounts appropriated or which may be appro-

priated for the following fiscal year may be used 

to pay for supplies delivered under a contract 

made pursuant to this section. 

(Pub. L. 111–350, § 3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3804.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6302 ............ 41:11a. June 30, 1921, ch. 33, § 1 (last 
proviso on p. 78), 42 Stat. 
78. 

The words ‘‘Secretary of the Army’’ are substituted 

for ‘‘Secretary of War’’ because of section 205(a) of the 

National Security Act of 1947 (ch. 343, 61 Stat. 501). Sec-

tion 205(a) was repealed by section 53 of the Act of Au-

gust 10, 1956 (ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 676). Section 1 of the 

Act of August 10, 1956 (70A Stat. 1) enacted Title 10, 

‘‘Armed Forces’’, and under sections 3011 to 3013 of title 

10, the Department of the Army remains under the ad-

ministrative supervision of the Secretary of the Army. 

§ 6303. Certain contracts limited to appropriated 
amounts 

A contract to erect, repair, or furnish a public 

building, or to make any public improvement, 

shall not be made on terms requiring the Fed-

eral Government to pay more than the amount 

specifically appropriated for the activity cov-

ered by the contract. 

(Pub. L. 111–350, § 3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3804.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6303 ............ 41:12. R.S. § 3733. 

The words ‘‘the activity covered by the contract’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘the specific purpose’’ for clarity. 
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