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clean coal technology carried out throughout 
the world; and 

(I) conducting economic modeling for fea-
sibility of projects. 

(b) Authority to establish clearinghouse 

Based upon the assessment under subsection 
(a) of this section, the Secretary may establish 
a clearinghouse. 

(Pub. L. 102–486, title XIII, § 1337, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2985.) 

§ 13367. Coal exports 

(a) Plan 

Within 180 days after October 24, 1992, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, in cooperation with the 
Secretary and other appropriate Federal agen-
cies, shall submit to the appropriate committees 
of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of the 
Senate a plan for expanding exports of coal 
mined in the United States. 

(b) Plan contents 

The plan submitted under subsection (a) of 
this section shall include— 

(1) a description of the location, size, and 
projected growth in potential export markets 
for coal mined in the United States; 

(2) the identification by country of the for-
eign trade barriers to the export of coal mined 
in the United States, including foreign coal 
production and utilization subsidies, tax treat-
ment, labor practices, tariffs, quotas, and 
other nontariff barriers; 

(3) recommendations and a plan for address-
ing any such trade barriers; 

(4) an evaluation of existing infrastructure 
in the United States and any new infrastruc-
ture requirements in the United States to sup-
port an expansion of exports of coal mined in 
the United States, including ports, vessels, 
rail lines, and any other supporting infrastruc-
ture; and 

(5) an assessment of environmental implica-
tions of coal exports and the identification of 
export opportunities for blending coal mined 
in the United States with coal indigenous to 
other countries to enhance energy efficiency 
and environmental performance. 

(Pub. L. 102–486, title XIII, § 1338, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2986.) 

§ 13368. Ownership of coalbed methane 

(a) Federal lands and mineral rights 

In the case of any deposit of coalbed methane 
where the United States is the owner of the sur-
face estate or where the United States has 
transferred the surface estate but reserved the 
subsurface mineral estate, the Secretary of the 
Interior shall administer this section. This sec-
tion and the definitions contained herein shall 
be applicable only on lands within Affected 
States. 

(b) Affected States 

Not later than 180 days after October 24, 1992, 
the Secretary of the Interior, with the participa-
tion of the Secretary of Energy, shall publish in 
the Federal Register a list of Affected States 
which shall be comprised of States— 

(1) in which the Secretary of the Interior, 
with the participation of the Secretary of En-
ergy, determines that disputes, uncertainty, 
or litigation exist, regarding the ownership of 
coalbed methane gas; 

(2) in which the Secretary of the Interior, 
with the participation of the Secretary of En-
ergy, determines that development of signifi-
cant deposits of coalbed methane gas is being 
impeded by such existing disputes, uncer-
tainty, or litigation regarding ownership of 
such coalbed methane; 

(3) which do not have in effect a statutory or 
regulatory procedure or existing case law per-
mitting and encouraging the development of 
coalbed methane gas within that State; and 

(4) which do not have extensive development 
of coalbed methane gas. 

The Secretary of the Interior, with the partici-
pation of the Secretary of Energy, shall revise 
such list of Affected States from time to time. 
Any Affected State shall be deleted from the list 
of Affected States upon the receipt by the Sec-
retary of the Interior of a Governor’s petition 
requesting such deletion, a State law requesting 
such deletion, or a resolution requesting such 
deletion enacted by the legislative body of the 
State. A Governor intending to petition the Sec-
retary of the Interior to delete a State from the 
list of Affected States shall provide the State’s 
legislative body with 6 months notice of such pe-
tition during a legislative session. At the end of 
such 6-month period, the Governor may petition 
the Secretary of the Interior to delete a State 
from the list of Affected States, unless during 
such 6-month period, the State’s legislative 
body has enacted a law or resolution disapprov-
ing the Governor’s petition. Until the Secretary 
of the Interior, with the participation of the 
Secretary of Energy, publishes a different list, 
the States of West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ken-
tucky, Ohio, Tennessee, Indiana, and Illinois 
shall be the Affected States, effective on Octo-
ber 24, 1992. The States of Colorado, Montana, 
New Mexico, Wyoming, Utah, Virginia, Washing-
ton, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Alabama shall 
not be included on the Secretary of the Interi-
or’s list of Affected States or any extension or 
revision thereof. 

(c) Failure to adopt statutory or regulatory pro-
cedure 

If an Affected State has not placed in effect, 
by statute or by regulation, a substantial pro-
gram promoting the permitting, drilling and 
production of coalbed methane wells (including 
pooling arrangements) within that State within 
3 years after becoming an Affected State, the 
Secretary of the Interior, with the participation 
of the Secretary of Energy, shall administer this 
section and shall promulgate such regulations 
as are necessary to carry out this section in that 
State. 

(d) Implementation by Secretary of the Interior 

In implementing this section, the Secretary of 
the Interior, with the participation of the Sec-
retary of Energy, shall— 

(A) consider existing and future coal mining 
plans, 

(B) preserve the mineability of coal seams, 
and 
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