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of Michigan and affected local officials, shall 
conduct a demonstration project to address the 
effect of transported ozone and ozone precursors 
in Southwestern Michigan. The demonstration 
program shall address projected nonattainment 
areas in Southwestern Michigan that include 
counties with design values for ozone of less 
than .095 based on years 2000 to 2002 or the most 
current 3-year period of air quality data. The 
Administrator shall assess any difficulties such 
areas may experience in meeting the 8-hour na-
tional ambient air quality standard for ozone 
due to the effect of transported ozone or ozone 
precursors into the areas. The Administrator 
shall work with State and local officials to de-
termine the extent of ozone and ozone precursor 
transport, to assess alternatives to achieve com-
pliance with the 8-hour standard apart from 
local controls, and to determine the timeframe 
in which such compliance could take place. The 
Administrator shall complete this demonstra-
tion project no later than 2 years after August 
8, 2005, and shall not impose any requirement or 
sanction under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 
et seq.) that might otherwise apply during the 
pendency of the demonstration project. 

(Pub. L. 109–58, title IX, § 996, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 
Stat. 915.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Clean Air Act, referred to in text, is act July 14, 
1955, ch. 360, 69 Stat. 322, as amended, which is classified 
generally to chapter 85 (§ 7401 et seq.) of this title. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 7401 of this title 
and Tables. 

§ 16361. Arctic Engineering Research Center 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of Transportation, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary and the United States 
Arctic Research Commission, shall provide an-
nual grants to a university located adjacent to 
the Arctic Energy Office of the Department of 
Energy, to establish and operate a university re-
search center to be headquartered in Fairbanks 
and to be known as the ‘‘Arctic Engineering Re-
search Center’’ (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Center’’). 

(b) Purpose 

The purpose of the Center shall be to conduct 
research on, and develop improved methods of, 
construction and use of materials to improve 
the overall performance of roads, bridges, resi-
dential, commercial, and industrial structures, 
and other infrastructure in the Arctic region, 
with an emphasis on developing— 

(1) new construction techniques for roads, 
bridges, rail, and related transportation infra-
structure and residential, commercial, and in-
dustrial infrastructure that are capable of 
withstanding the Arctic environment and 
using limited energy resources as efficiently 
as practicable; 

(2) technologies and procedures for increas-
ing road, bridge, rail, and related transpor-
tation infrastructure and residential, commer-
cial, and industrial infrastructure safety, reli-
ability, and integrity in the Arctic region; 

(3) new materials and improving the per-
formance and energy efficiency of existing ma-

terials for the construction of roads, bridges, 
rail, and related transportation infrastructure 
and residential, commercial, and industrial in-
frastructure in the Arctic region; and 

(4) recommendations for new local, regional, 
and State permitting and building codes to en-
sure transportation and building safety and ef-
ficient energy use when constructing, using, 
and occupying such infrastructure in the Arc-
tic region. 

(c) Objectives 

The Center shall carry out— 
(1) basic and applied research in the subjects 

described in subsection (b), the products of 
which shall be judged by peers or other experts 
in the field to advance the body of knowledge 
in road, bridge, rail, and infrastructure engi-
neering in the Arctic region; and 

(2) an ongoing program of technology trans-
fer that makes research results available to 
potential users in a form that can be imple-
mented. 

(d) Amount of grant 

For each of fiscal years 2006 through 2011, the 
Secretary shall provide a grant in the amount of 
$3,000,000 to the institution specified in sub-
section (a) to carry out this section. 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $3,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2006 through 2011. 

(Pub. L. 109–58, title IX, § 997, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 
Stat. 915.) 

§ 16362. Barrow Geophysical Research Facility 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary of Commerce, in consultation 
with the Secretaries of Energy and the Interior, 
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion, and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, shall establish a 
joint research facility in Barrow, Alaska, to be 
known as the ‘‘Barrow Geophysical Research Fa-
cility’’, to support scientific research activities 
in the Arctic. 

(b) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretaries of Commerce, Energy, and the Inte-
rior, the Director of the National Science Foun-
dation, and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency for the planning, de-
sign, construction, and support of the Barrow 
Geophysical Research Facility, $61,000,000. 

(Pub. L. 109–58, title IX, § 998, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 
Stat. 916.) 

PART J—ULTRA-DEEPWATER AND UNCONVEN-
TIONAL NATURAL GAS AND OTHER PETROLEUM 
RESOURCES 

§ 16371. Program authority 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall carry out a program under 
this part of research, development, demonstra-
tion, and commercial application of tech-
nologies for ultra-deepwater and unconventional 
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natural gas and other petroleum resource explo-
ration and production, including addressing the 
technology challenges for small producers, safe 
operations, and environmental mitigation (in-
cluding reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 
and sequestration of carbon). 

(b) Program elements 

The program under this part shall address the 
following areas, including improving safety and 
minimizing environmental impacts of activities 
within each area: 

(1) Ultra-deepwater architecture and tech-
nology, including drilling to formations in the 
Outer Continental Shelf to depths greater 
than 15,000 feet. 

(2) Unconventional natural gas and other pe-
troleum resource exploration and production 
technology. 

(3) The technology challenges of small pro-
ducers. 

(4) Complementary research performed by 
the National Energy Technology Laboratory 
for the Department. 

(c) Limitation on location of field activities 

Field activities under the program under this 
part shall be carried out only— 

(1) in— 
(A) areas in the territorial waters of the 

United States not under any Outer Con-
tinental Shelf moratorium as of September 
30, 2002; 

(B) areas onshore in the United States on 
public land administered by the Secretary of 
the Interior available for oil and gas leasing, 
where consistent with applicable law and 
land use plans; and 

(C) areas onshore in the United States on 
State or private land, subject to applicable 
law; and 

(2) with the approval of the appropriate Fed-
eral or State land management agency or pri-
vate land owner. 

(d) Activities at the National Energy Technology 
Laboratory 

The Secretary, through the National Energy 
Technology Laboratory, shall carry out a pro-
gram of research and other activities com-
plementary to and supportive of the research 
programs under subsection (b). 

(e) Consultation with Secretary of the Interior 

In carrying out this part, the Secretary shall 
consult regularly with the Secretary of the Inte-
rior. 

(Pub. L. 109–58, title IX, § 999A, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 
Stat. 916.) 

EX. ORD. NO. 13605. SUPPORTING SAFE AND RESPONSIBLE 
DEVELOPMENT OF UNCONVENTIONAL DOMESTIC NATU-
RAL GAS RESOURCES 

Ex. Ord. No. 13605, Apr. 13, 2012, 77 F.R. 23107, pro-
vided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, and in order to coordinate the efforts of Fed-
eral agencies responsible for overseeing the safe and re-
sponsible development of unconventional domestic nat-
ural gas resources and associated infrastructure and to 
help reduce our dependence on oil, it is hereby ordered 
as follows: 

SECTION 1. Policy. In 2011, natural gas provided 25 per-
cent of the energy consumed in the United States. Its 
production creates jobs and provides economic benefits 
to the entire domestic production supply chain, as well 
as to chemical and other manufacturers, who benefit 
from lower feedstock and energy costs. By helping to 
power our transportation system, greater use of natu-
ral gas can also reduce our dependence on oil. And with 
appropriate safeguards, natural gas can provide a 
cleaner source of energy than other fossil fuels. 

For these reasons, it is vital that we take full advan-
tage of our natural gas resources, while giving Amer-
ican families and communities confidence that natural 
and cultural resources, air and water quality, and pub-
lic health and safety will not be compromised. 

While natural gas production is carried out by pri-
vate firms, and States are the primary regulators of on-
shore oil and gas activities, the Federal Government 
has an important role to play by regulating oil and gas 
activities on public and Indian trust lands, encouraging 
greater use of natural gas in transportation, supporting 
research and development aimed at improving the safe-
ty of natural gas development and transportation ac-
tivities, and setting sensible, cost-effective public 
health and environmental standards to implement Fed-
eral law and augment State safeguards. 

Because efforts to promote safe, responsible, and effi-
cient development of unconventional domestic natural 
gas resources are underway at a number of executive 
departments and agencies (agencies), close interagency 
coordination is important for effective implementation 
of these programs and activities. To formalize and pro-
mote ongoing interagency coordination, this order es-
tablishes a high-level, interagency working group that 
will facilitate coordinated Administration policy ef-
forts to support safe and responsible unconventional 
domestic natural gas development. 

SEC. 2. Interagency Working Group to Support Safe and 

Responsible Development of Unconventional Domestic Nat-

ural Gas Resources. There is established an Interagency 
Working Group to Support Safe and Responsible Devel-
opment of Unconventional Domestic Natural Gas Re-
sources (Working Group), to be chaired by the Director 
of the Domestic Policy Council, or a designated rep-
resentative. 

(a) Membership. In addition to the Chair, the Working 
Group shall include deputy-level representatives or 
equivalent officials, designated by the head of the re-
spective agency or office, from: 

(i) the Department of Defense; 
(ii) the Department of the Interior; 
(iii) the Department of Agriculture; 
(iv) the Department of Commerce; 
(v) the Department of Health and Human Services; 
(vi) the Department of Transportation; 
(vii) the Department of Energy; 
(viii) the Department of Homeland Security; 
(ix) the Environmental Protection Agency; 
(x) the Council on Environmental Quality; 
(xi) the Office of Science and Technology Policy; 
(xii) the Office of Management and Budget; 
(xiii) the National Economic Council; and 
(xiv) such other agencies or offices as the Chair may 

invite to participate. 
(b) Functions. Consistent with the authorities and re-

sponsibilities of participating agencies and offices, the 
Working Group shall support the safe and responsible 
production of domestic unconventional natural gas by 
performing the following functions: 

(i) coordinate agency policy activities, ensuring their 
efficient and effective operation and facilitating co-
operation among agencies, as appropriate; 

(ii) coordinate among agencies the sharing of sci-
entific, environmental, and related technical and eco-
nomic information; 

(iii) engage in long-term planning and ensure coordi-
nation among the appropriate Federal entities with re-
spect to such issues as research, natural resource as-
sessment, and the development of infrastructure; 

(iv) promote interagency communication with stake-
holders; and 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(v) consult with other agencies and offices as appro-
priate. 

SEC. 3. General Provisions. (a) This order shall be im-
plemented consistent with applicable law and subject 
to the availability of appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair 
or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive de-
partment, agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

§ 16372. Ultra-deepwater and unconventional on-
shore natural gas and other petroleum re-
search and development program 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall carry out the activities 
under section 16371 of this title, to maximize the 
value of natural gas and other petroleum re-
sources of the United States, by increasing the 
supply of such resources, through reducing the 
cost and increasing the efficiency of exploration 
for and production of such resources, while im-
proving safety and minimizing environmental 
impacts. 

(b) Role of the Secretary 

The Secretary shall have ultimate responsibil-
ity for, and oversight of, all aspects of the pro-
gram under this section. 

(c) Role of the program consortium 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall contract with a corpora-
tion that is structured as a consortium to ad-
minister the programmatic activities outlined 
in this part.1 The program consortium shall— 

(A) administer the program pursuant to 
subsection (f)(3), utilizing program adminis-
tration funds only; 

(B) issue research project solicitations 
upon approval of the Secretary or the Sec-
retary’s designee; 

(C) make project awards to research per-
formers upon approval of the Secretary or 
the Secretary’s designee; 

(D) disburse research funds to research 
performers awarded under subsection (f) as 
directed by the Secretary in accordance with 
the annual plan under subsection (e); and 

(E) carry out other activities assigned to 
the program consortium by this section. 

(2) Limitation 

The Secretary may not assign any activities 
to the program consortium except as specifi-
cally authorized under this section. 

(3) Conflict of interest 

(A) Procedures 

The Secretary shall establish procedures— 
(i) to ensure that each board member, of-

ficer, or employee of the program consor-
tium who is in a decisionmaking capacity 

under subsection (f)(3) shall disclose to the 
Secretary any financial interests in, or fi-
nancial relationships with, applicants for 
or recipients of awards under this section, 
including those of his or her spouse or 
minor child, unless such relationships or 
interests would be considered to be remote 
or inconsequential; and 

(ii) to require any board member, officer, 
or employee with a financial relationship 
or interest disclosed under clause (i) to 
recuse himself or herself from any over-
sight under subsection (f)(4) with respect 
to such applicant or recipient. 

(B) Failure to comply 

The Secretary may disqualify an applica-
tion or revoke an award under this section if 
a board member, officer, or employee has 
failed to comply with procedures required 
under subparagraph (A)(ii). 

(d) Selection of the program consortium 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall select the program con-
sortium through an open, competitive process. 

(2) Members 

The program consortium may include cor-
porations, trade associations, institutions of 
higher education, National Laboratories, or 
other research institutions. After submitting a 
proposal under paragraph (4), the program 
consortium may not add members without the 
consent of the Secretary. 

(3) Requirement of section 501(c)(3) status 

The Secretary shall not select a consortium 
under this section unless such consortium is 
an organization described in section 501(c)(3) 
of title 26 and exempt from tax under such sec-
tion 501(a) of such title. 

(4) Schedule 

Not later than 90 days after August 8, 2005, 
the Secretary shall solicit proposals from eli-
gible consortia to perform the duties in sub-
section (c)(1), which shall be submitted not 
later than 180 days after August 8, 2005. The 
Secretary shall select the program consortium 
not later than 270 days after August 8, 2005. 

(5) Application 

Applicants shall submit a proposal including 
such information as the Secretary may re-
quire. At a minimum, each proposal shall— 

(A) list all members of the consortium; 
(B) fully describe the structure of the con-

sortium, including any provisions relating 
to intellectual property; and 

(C) describe how the applicant would carry 
out the activities of the program consortium 
under this section. 

(6) Eligibility 

To be eligible to be selected as the program 
consortium, an applicant must be an entity 
whose members have collectively dem-
onstrated capabilities and experience in plan-
ning and managing research, development, 
demonstration, and commercial application 
programs for ultra-deepwater and unconven-
tional natural gas or other petroleum explo-
ration or production. 
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