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provides an opportunity for multiple United
States Government agencies, university-based
researchers, research organizations, and oth-
ers to utilize the unique environment of
microgravity for fundamental scientific re-
search and potential economic development.

(13) For some potential replacement ele-
ments necessary for ISS sustainability, the
Space Shuttle may represent the only vehicle,
existing or planned, capable of carrying those
elements to the ISS in the near term. Addi-
tional or alternative transportation capabili-
ties must be identified as contingency delivery
options, and accompanied by an independent
analysis of projected availability of such capa-
bilities.

(14) The United States must develop, as rap-
idly as possible, replacement vehicles capable
of providing both human and cargo launch ca-
pability to low-Earth orbit and to destinations
beyond low-Earth orbit.

(15) There is a need for national space and
export control policies that protect the na-
tional security of the United States while also
enabling the United States and its aerospace
industry to undertake cooperative programs
in science and human space flight in an effec-
tive and efficient manner and to compete ef-
fectively in the global market place.

(Pub. L. 111-267, §2, Oct. 11, 2010, 124 Stat. 2807.)
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SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 111-267, §1(a), Oct. 11, 2010, 124 Stat. 2805, pro-
vided that: “This Act [enacting this chapter] may be
cited as the ‘National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration Authorization Act of 2010°.”

§ 18302. Definitions
In this chapter:
(1) Administrator

The term ‘‘Administrator” means the Ad-
ministrator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.

TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

§18311

(2) Appropriate committees of Congress

The term ‘‘appropriate committees of Con-
gress’’ means—
(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and
(B) the Committee on Sciencel
House of Representatives.

(3) Cis-lunar space

of the

The term ‘‘cis-lunar space’” means the re-
gion of space from the Earth out to and in-
cluding the region around the surface of the
Moon.

(4) Deep space

The term ‘‘deep space’ means the region of
space beyond cis-lunar space.

(5) ISS

The term “ISS”
Space Station.

(6) NASA

The term ‘“NASA’ means the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration.
(7) Near-Earth space

The term ‘‘near-Earth space’ means the re-
gion of space that includes low-Earth orbit
and extends out to and includes geo-syn-
chronous orbit.

(8) NOAA

The term “NOAA” means the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration.
(9) OSTP

The term “OSTP”’ means the Office of
Science and Technology Policy.

(10) Space Launch System

means the International

The term ‘‘Space Launch System’ means
the follow-on government-owned civil launch
system developed, managed, and operated by
NASA to serve as a key component to expand
human presence beyond low-Earth orbit.

(Pub. L. 111-267, §3, Oct. 11, 2010, 124 Stat. 2808.)

SUBCHAPTER I—POLICY, GOALS, AND OB-
JECTIVES FOR HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT
AND EXPLORATION

§18311. United States human space flight policy

(a) Use of non-United States human space flight
transportation capabilities

It is the policy of the United States that reli-
ance upon and use of non-United States human
space flight capabilities shall be undertaken
only as a contingency in circumstances where
no United States-owned and operated human
space flight capability is available, operational,
and certified for flight by appropriate Federal
agencies.

(b) United States human space flight capabilities

Congress reaffirms the policy stated in section
70501(a) of title 51, that the United States shall
maintain an uninterrupted capability for human
space flight and operations in low-Earth orbit,
and beyond, as an essential instrument of na-

180 in original. Probably should be followed by ‘‘and Tech-

nology”.
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